PSYCHOLOGY 617:  Child Psychopathology
Instructor:
David W. Thompson, Ph.D.



George Mason University, Department of Psychology



703-631-2570 (home)



703-488-6550 (office) 


703-618-2245 (cell)


david.thompson@fcps.edu
Class:
Monday and Wednesday at 4:00 pm -6:40 pm 
Location:  Psychology Clinic

Office Hours:
After class, by appointment

This course is designed to familiarize students with the major types of psychopathological disturbances of childhood and adolescence.  There will be a heavy emphasis on issues relevant to clinical practice within a school environment.  
Course Objectives: 
Students completing this course will have a basic knowledge of:

· Philosophical issues related to psychopathology

· The basic structure of the DSM-IV TR
· Diagnostic criteria for disorders one might encounter as a practicing school psychologist
· Special Education labels vs. DSM-IV TR diagnoses

· Practical interview/information gathering techniques

· How to guide parents toward accurate diagnoses without stating a diagnosis.

· How to explain conditions to non-professionals

· Educational interventions 

· Current treatment practices

Course Structure and Requirements:

Assigned readings are to be completed by the date they are listed on the syllabus (with the exception of the readings listed for the first class).  Attendance, preparation, and participation in class will be part of your final grade.  
· Seminar discussion/class participation
25 points

· Research paper & teacher handout

25 points

· Community experience


25 points

· Final Exam




25 points

Grading Scale

90-100 = A; 80-89 = B; < 80 = F

Research Paper:

Topics for each class meeting will be divided among students.  Each student will write a 5 page research paper (APA format) describing current evidence-based treatment paradigms for a disorder.  In this paper you are asked to describe the underlying theory and real-world methodology of common (or promising) treatments, and evaluate their efficacy and practicality.  You will present your paper to the class on the date that this topic appears on the schedule and will lead a discussion.  
In addition, you will be asked to create a one or two page handout on this disorder for teachers or other school staff who might work with a student with this disorder.  Include a brief description of the disorder, a list of possible difficulties that might be encountered, and recommendations for classroom approaches/interventions.  Also include a list of references that would be helpful for a lay reader.  These handouts will be provided to your classmates.
Community Resource Project:
In lieu of classroom time, you will identify community organization, agency, or individual who provides services to children and/or adolescents with one of the disorders covered.  You will research this resource and write a bulleted one-page paper describing the services that they provide.  What are the most effective interventions that they provide?  What drawbacks/barriers, if any, are present?  Your research should include an interview and possibly a tour of the facility where services are provided.  Be prepared to discuss your findings/experience in class.
Required Readings/Text Books

American Psychiatric Association (2000). Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (4th ed., Text revision). DSM-IV TR.  Washington, D.C.


House, A. E. (2002).  DSM-IV Diagnosis in the schools.  New York: 

Guilford Press.

Mash, E.J. & Barkley, R.A. (2003) Child Psychopathology (2nd ed.). New York: Guilford Press.
Honor code 

The Honor Code of George Mason University deals specifically with cheating and attempted cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing.  Students should be familiar with the code and connected policies, set out at http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies.  This course will be conducted in accordance with those policies.

Accommodations for students with disabilities
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All accommodations must be arranged through that office, and must be initiated immediately, prior to any anticipated need.

Topic and Assignment Schedule (in addition to pertinent sections of DSM-IV TR)
Date:
Topic: 
Reading:





 
JUNE 7:
Developmental Perspective, Philosophy
M&B  Ch 1



Paper Topics Assigned











JUNE 9:
DSM-IV
House Ch1,2,3
JUNE 14:
AD/HD
M&B Ch 2


House Ch 4

JUNE 16:
ODD & CD
M&B Ch 3
JUNE 21:
MR (ID)
M&B Ch 11




House Ch 8
JUNE 23:
Learning Disabilities
M&B Ch 12


JUNE 28:
PDDs
M&B Ch 9



House Ch 9
JUNE 30:
Childhood Schizophrenia
M&B Ch 10

JULY 7:
No Class

JULY 12:
Anxiety Disorders
M&B Ch 6



House Ch 5


JULY 14:
Mood Disorders
M&B Ch 5

JULY 19:
PTSD & Trauma
M&B Ch 7
JULY 21:
Adolescent Substance Abuse
M&B Ch 4
JULY 26:
Eating Disorders
M&B Ch 15


Share and discuss community resource 

papers.
JULY 28:
Exam
