Psychology 100-002, L02, L03


Fall 2001


TR 10:30-11:45 pm


Dr. Doris Bitler








  
Enterprise Hall, Room 316

e-mail: psyc100@mason.gmu.edu





  Office hours Tuesdays 3:00-4:00 

phone: 993-8713







                or by appointment 

COURSE GOALS: This course will provide you with an overview of the field of Psychology, including its varied sub-disciplines and theoretical approaches.  Emphasis will be placed on psychological research and critical thinking skills.

REQUIRED TEXTS:
“Invitation to Psychology”, by C. Wade & C. Tavris 




“Making Connections”, edited by D. Bitler & W. Rankin 

GRADING:

In-class exams (2 of 3)

   

25% each
50%

Final exam







25%

“Making Connections” writing assignments (5) 
 2% each 
10%

Web-based writing assignments (5)


 1% each
  5%

Research participation (5)



 2% each
10% 

IN-CLASS EXAMS: There will be three in-class exams throughout the semester.  The in-class exams will not be cumulative.  Each will consist of multiple choice questions.  The lowest grade of the three will be dropped, with each of the remaining two grades counting for 25% of your final grade in the class.  There will be no make-up exams.  If you miss one of the exams for any reason, that will be the exam grade that is dropped.  Any additional missed exams will count as a zero toward your final grade.  Please plan to be on time for in-class exams – copies of the exams will not be handed out after 10:40 am.

CANCELLATION OF CLASS: If a class is cancelled for inclement weather (or any other reason) on the day of an exam, plan to take the exam during the next regularly scheduled class meeting.

FINAL EXAM: The final exam, worth 25% of your final grade, will be cumulative and consist of multiple choice questions.  Attendance at the final is mandatory, so please make your vacation travel plans accordingly.  You may not drop the grade for the final exam.  No make-up exams will be permitted, and it will not be possible to reschedule the final exam.  The exam is scheduled to begin at 10:30 am on December 13.  Copies of the exam will not be handed out after 10:45 am.

GMU ID CARD: You must present your GMU ID card when turning in your in-class exams and the final exam.  Your exam will not be graded unless you have your ID.  Please remember to bring your GMU ID card with you to all exams for this class.

SCANTRONS:  You are required to use scantrons when taking exams.  They may be purchased in the GMU bookstore.  Scantron forms must be filled out using a #2 pencil.  IMPORTANT NOTE: You must use a large (8 ½” x 11”), pink scantron, which you have filled out completely, for tests in this class.  Scantrons completed in anything other than pencil, and those on which the basic information (i.e., name, student id number, etc.) is not filled in will not be graded.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: Throughout the course of the semester, you will be honing your critical thinking skills.  There will be 10 writing assignments that allow you to learn about, and comment on, some of the many controversial issues in psychology.  Detailed information about these assignments can be found on the course web site at http://mason.gmu.edu/~psyc100, and will be discussed in class.  Deadlines for submitting these assignments will be strictly adhered to, as will standards for submitting them via e-mail, so please read all of the instructions carefully to receive credit.  The 5 writing assignments based on “Making Connections” will each count toward 2% of your final grade.  The 5 writing assignments based on your evaluation and comparison of web sites will each count toward 1% of your final grade.

RESEARCH PARTICIPATION: Students taking Psychology 100 are required to participate in psychological research or alternate research experiences (such as attending special lectures on psychology experiments).  Opportunities for participation are posted outside of the Psychology Department office in David King Hall.  You must participate in five such experiences to receive full credit, with each research experience counting toward 1% of your final grade.  It is your responsibility to provide me with evidence of your participation no later than the end of class on December 6.  I encourage you to fulfill this course requirement early in the semester.

COURSE WEB PAGE: The course syllabus, links to materials shown in class, and updates on tests and assignments can be found on the course web site at http://mason.gmu.edu/~psyc100.  You are responsible for regularly checking the web page for updates and other important information.

TECHNOLOGY EXPECTATIONS: All writing assignments must be turned in via e-mail from your GMU computer account, which allows us to identify you by your GMU username.  Given the large number of students in this class, it is not possible for us to accept writing assignments from private accounts (e.g., AOL, HotMail, etc.).  Please check the course web site for links to GMU pages that describe how to connect to your GMU account from home, and provide the hours of operation for on-campus computer labs.  You must be able to access the site on a regular basis (at least 2-3 times per week would be advisable).  The course web site will provide you with detailed information about the course, important links, and critical updates.  You will also be required to visit other web sites during the course of the semester in order to complete 5 of the writing assignments. 

ATTENDANCE: Class attendance is not required; however, you are responsible for all material presented in class.  Since each test will include material discussed in class and from the texts, you should plan to borrow notes from a friend if you are unable to attend a class session.

HONOR CODE: Each student is expected to abide by the letter and spirit of the GMU Honor Code, which can be found in the University catalog.  A link to the Honor Code can be found on the course web site.  Any suspected violations will immediately be reported to the Honor Committee for review.

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS: Students with learning or other disabilities requiring special accommodations should contact the Disability Resource Center (993-2474, SUB I Room 234) and follow their procedures for documenting the disability and seeking accommodations.  This should be done early in the semester.  Accommodations cannot be provided to students without the appropriate documentation and a recommendation from the DRC. 

GETTING HELP: Please use my office hours and those of our teaching assistant to ask questions about course material or get advice on studying for this course.  GMU also has a Learning Services office, which provides free workshops on topics such as time management, test anxiety, general study skills, overcoming procrastination, etc.  They are located in SUB I.

OPTIONAL STUDY SESSIONS:  Throughout the semester, you will have the opportunity to participate in optional study sessions.  A schedule and specific topics for these sessions will be available on the class web site.

CLASSROOM DEMEANOR: I encourage you to treat your classmates with respect.  All cell phones and pagers should be turned off during class time.  If you choose to come to class, you should not plan to chat with friends, read materials unrelated to the course, sleep, etc.  These behaviors are extremely disruptive to those around you, and interfere with their learning.  

If you find that you must come to class late or leave early on occasion, please sit in the back of the room so you can do so quietly and with minimal disruption to others. 

I promise to get you out of class on time, even if I have to stop in the middle of a sentence to do it.  Please do not begin packing up your things or leaving the room until I indicate that class is over. 

	
	
	
	Reading
	
	Due by 10:30 am
	

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	"Invitation"
	"Connections"
	web exercise
	questions

	1
	Aug 28
	Welcome
	
	section 1
	
	

	
	Aug 30
	What is Psychology
	ch 1, p. 3-37
	section 2
	section 1
	section 1

	2
	Sep 4
	
	
	section 3
	section 2
	section 2

	
	Sep 6
	Personality
	ch 2, p. 39-71
	section 11
	section 3
	section 3

	3
	Sep 11
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sep 13
	Development
	ch 3, p. 73-111
	section 10
	section 11
	section 11

	4
	Sep 18
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sep 20
	Exam #1
	
	
	
	

	5
	Sep 25
	The Brain
	ch 4, p. 113-147
	section 4
	section 10
	section 10

	
	Sep 27
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Oct 2
	Sensation and Perception
	ch 5, p. 149-187
	section 5
	section 4
	section 4

	
	Oct 4
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Oct 9
	COLUMBUS DAY BREAK
	
	
	
	

	
	Oct 11
	Intelligence
	ch 6, p. 189-225
	section 8
	section 5
	section 5

	8
	Oct 16
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Oct 18
	Exam #2
	
	
	
	

	9
	Oct 23
	Memory
	ch 7, p. 227-261
	section 7
	section 8
	section 8

	
	Oct 25
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Oct 30
	Learning
	ch 8, p. 263-293
	section 6
	section 7
	section 7

	
	Nov 1
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Nov 6
	Social Psychology
	ch 9, p. 295-329
	section 12
	section 6
	section 6

	 
	Nov 8
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Nov 13
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Nov 15
	Exam #3
	
	
	
	

	13
	Nov 20
	Psychological Disorders
	ch 10, p. 331-367
	section 13
	section 12
	section 12

	
	Nov 22
	HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
	
	
	
	

	14
	Nov 27
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Nov 29
	Therapy
	ch 11, p. 369-395
	section 14
	section 13
	section 13

	15
	Dec 4
	Stress
	ch 12, p. 397-429
	section 9
	section 14
	section 14

	
	Dec 6
	Review
	
	
	section 9
	section 9

	
	Dec 13
	FINAL EXAM 10:30 am
	
	
	
	


