PSYC 301 lab (Sec 207 & 208)


psyc 301 Research Methods in Psychology

LAB SECTIONS 207 & 208 

Fall 2001
Instructor: Alison C. Smith, MA

Email: asmithv@gmu.edu

Office: TBA

Phone: TBA

Office Hours: Thursdays 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.


or by appointment

Texts:

1. Mel Lab Handbook and software (be sure to purchase NEW copies only)

2. Thaiss, C., & Sanford, J.F. (2000). Writing in Psychology. Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Lab Goals:

The laboratory section for this course is designed to reinforce your understanding and give you hands-on experience with research methodologies and designs as discussed in the lecture portion of this course. Through laboratory exercises, assignments, and computerized experiments, you will learn how to think critically about psychological research, how to design and conduct psychology experiments, and how to write research papers. Specifically, you will be using APA format, applying statistical principles, and be able to understand the role of experimentation overall in the psychological sciences.

Attendance

Lab attendance is strongly encouraged. Missing labs will make it very difficult to do well in this class. Notice that class participation is worth a total of 60 points, or 15% of the lab grade. Points for participation will be based on in-class writing, peer/group reviews, experiments, discussions, and design critiques. These points can not be made up when labs are missed. 

Lab Requirements:
This is a writing intensive lab. There will be multiple written assignments, some more extensive than others that will constitute a majority of your grade. 

Reading Assignments
In-class assignments can NOT be made up. There will be no credit given for assignments that are turned in late. If an assignment is not turned in directly to the lab instructor, the student must have it signed and dated by someone who works in the undergraduate office before it is placed elsewhere. Additionally, the student must sign the log sheet in the undergraduate office to signify that they have handed in their assignment in this manner. There will be no credit given if the student does not follow this procedure. 

For both of the major paper assignments, students must turn in two copies of each paper, one of which will be kept on file for future reference. Additionally, students are required to hand in copies of all reference articles for both complete papers. These articles will be returned with the papers. If the articles are not handed in, there will be a 25-point deduction on the paper.

Honor Code:
All papers and assignments must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described in the University catalog. Students may use books, notes, journal articles, and other resources including the consultation with other students in completing assignments; however, final reports, papers, and other assignments are expected to be the student’s own work. Plagiarism WILL NOT be tolerated. The use of quotes should be minimal in lab reports and appropriate citations must be provided. Please be certain that you are familiar with the Honor Code as it is described in the GMU catalog.

Point Values for Each Assignment in 301 Labs
Class Participation







60 points

Observational Study







25 points

Observational write-up (Method)





25 points

Group survey construction & administration




25 points

Survey (Results)







25 points

Introduction Draft







15 points

Completed Paper 1







100 points

Final Project







100 points

Final Proposal Presentation






25 points







TOTAL
400 POINTS

Any schedule changes or changes in assignments will be announced in class in advance. After an absence, students are responsible for contacting the instructor to obtain accurate information.

The lab constitutes 40% of your final grade for PSYC 301 overall, and a minimum grade of C is required to receive credit for the course.

Course Schedule

Date
Topic





August 30th
Introduction. Brief overview of APA style and library resources.



Students must have Mel Lab by next week (must be NEW copies)

 September 6th
Discuss writing about research in psychology, descriptive research methods, and the Method and Results sections of an APA paper.

September 13th
Observational research exercise and in-class writing workshop regarding the Method section

September 20th
Survey construction assignment



Methods Section for observational study is due

September 27th
Review Method sections



Surveys should be completed

October 4th
Memory experiment and discussion of the Introduction section



Results section is due

October 11th
Review Results sections, peer review Introduction sections, and do an in-class writing workshop for the remaining sections for an APA paper. 



Draft of Introduction section for peer review is due

October 18th
Impression Formation experiment



First paper is due

October 25th
Discuss ideas and designs for final research proposal. Do the Human Factors in Telephone systems experiment.



Begin a literature search on topics of interest for the proposal

November 1st
Return papers and discuss design proposals. Do the Lexical Decisions experiment.

November 8th
Review Abstracts for proposals. Do the Stroop Effect experiment.



Proposal Abstracts are due

November 15th
Discuss the progress and/or problems with proposals. Do Generational Effect experiment.

November 22nd
THANKSGIVING – NO CLASS!!!

November 29th
Peer review of proposal and preparation for presentations. 

December 6th
Presentations



Final proposals are due
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