PSYC 317 002
 Cognitive Psychology

George Mason University

Fall 2001, Tues  Thurs  10:30 – 11:45 am

Instructor
Wai-Tat Fu


Carol Hall 301 (ARCH Lab)


(703) 993-4667


wfu@gmu.edu 

Course Website
http://hfac.gmu.edu/~wfu/psyc317/psyc317.htm

Office hours
Tuesdays & Thursdays  2:00 – 3:00 
, or by appointment

Course Objectives

Where did I leave my bicycle? How do I recognize my grandmother? How do I solve an algebra problem? How do I understand this paragraph of text? Cognitive psychology deals with how the mind works — how we remember things, how we solve problems, how we use language, how we perceive the world. In this course we will explore how cognitive psychologists use experiments to address these and similar issues.

Textbook   (required)

Reed, S. K. (2000). Cognition: Theory and Applications (5th Edition). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Examinations and Grading

There will be 2 midterms and 1 final exam based on readings and lectures. Dates for the exams are given below. The exams will consist of multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay questions. The exams will NOT be cumulative.

In addition to the exams, there will also be a quiz every two weeks based on the reading material for that two weeks. Each quiz will consist of only multiple-choice questions. The purpose of the quizzes is quite simple: to encourage everyone to do the revisions every two weeks, thereby improving learning. The 2 lowest quiz grades will be dropped (from the 7 quizzes).

Grading will be weighted as follows:


% of course grade
Date

Quizzes
25% (total)
every two weeks

Midterm #1
25%
Oct 2nd
Midterm #2
25%
Nov 6th 

Final Exam
25%
Dec 11th 

No make-up exams will be given except in cases of documented emergencies. All make-up exams will consist completely of essay questions. There will be no make-up quizzes. 

Honor Code

All exams and quizzes must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code. Students may consult with other students and use books, notes, and other sources in preparing for exams and lab reports. However, when taking exams, no books, notes, or student interaction will be allowed.  Quizzes, however, can be done open book.

Attendance

Class attendance is essential, as the lectures will frequently present information not found in the textbooks, and the material for the exams will be drawn from both lectures and readings. Having the notes available is not a replacement for attending class: important information is missing from these notes (because it will be said during the lecture).
Extra credits for participation in psychology research

You can get up to 5 extra credits for participating in psychology research, one credit for each hour of participation. You can sign up for psychology research at 
 HYPERLINK http://www.psychologyresearch.gmu.edu 

http://www.psychologyresearch.gmu.edu
.  For details and questions about the system, go to the web site or contact psychlab@gmu.edu.

Special Help

If you have a disability documented by the Disability Support Services Office, which requires special conditions for exams (extended time, large type, etc.), see me the first week of classes.
Access to Computers

The online notes will require access to computers and the Internet. You should be able to do the work from home (assuming you have a computer and Internet connection at home). If you need to use university facilities, you can find out about location and hours of university facilities at http://www.labs.gmu.edu/ or ask at the information desk at the Johnson Center.

Course Outline

Any schedule changes or changes in assignments will be announced in class in advance. After an absence, students are responsible for contacting the instructor to obtain accurate information. • = quiz dates

Date
Topic
Readings

Week 1
What is Cognitive Psychology / History


Aug 28

1

Aug 30



Week 2
Pattern Recognition


Sep 4

2

Sep 6 



Week 3
Attention


Sep 11 •

3

Sep 13 



Week 4
Short-term, Working Memory


Sep 18

4

Sep 20 



Week 5
Long-term Memory


Sep 25 •

5

Sep 27 



Week 6



Oct 2
1st Midterm Exam


Oct 4 
Memory Codes I
6

Week 7



Oct 9 
***Columbus day recess —No class ***


Oct 11
Memory Codes II
6

Week 8
Visual Images


Oct 16 •

7

Oct 18



Week 9
Categorization


Oct 23

8

Oct 25 



Week 10
Semantic Organization


Oct 30 •

9

Nov 1 



Week 11



Nov 6
2nd Midterm Exam


Nov 8
Language: The basics
10

Week 12



Nov 13 •
Language:  Comprehension
11

Nov 15 
Problem-Solving
12

Week 13



Nov 20
Reasoning
12

Nov 22 
*** Thanksgiving—No Class ***


Week 14



Nov 27 •
Expertise & Creativity
13

Nov 29 
Decision Making I
14

Week 15



Dec 4
Decision Making II
14

Dec 6 •
Review for final
No readings

Week 16



Dec 13

Final Exam
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