PSYCHOLOGY 822: EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOPATHOLOGY                                FALL, 2000   

JAMES MADDUX            OFFICE:  2019 DK HALL              OFFICE HOURS:  Wed. 1:00 – 2:00

703-993-1362    JMADDUX@GMU.EDU & JEMADDUX@AOL.COM (SEND EMAIL TO BOTH SINCE ACCESS TO GMU EMAIL FROM MY HOME PHONE LINE IS INCONSISTENT).

OVERVIEW:

This course is concerned with the diagnosis, classification, description, and etiology of psychological problems.  The course will emphasize the understanding of complex key issues rather than the memorization of diagnostic criteria or specific “facts” about specific disorders.  I do not expect you to memorize the DSM.  I don’t even want you to try.  This course is not the clinical psychology equivalent of a medical school course on anatomy and pathology in which you must commit to memory and recite on demand the names and parts of various psychiatric “organs” and the symptoms of their “diseases.”  The DSM can be a useful tool if we understand its development and evolution; the implicit conceptual, theoretical, and philosophical assumptions that provide its foundation; the uses and limitations that result from those assumptions; and the errors and biases that always implicitly influence clinical judgment and decision-making.  My main goal is to get you to think critically about these conceptual, theoretical, and philosophical issues.  This critical thinking is important for two additional reasons.  First, the utility of specific bits of “information” and “facts” about psychological disorders depends on the conceptual, theoretical, philosophical perspectives from which those “facts” are viewed.  Second, your explicit and implicit conceptual, theoretical, and philosophical assumptions are major determinants of the way you think about and behave toward the consumers of your professional services.  

I assume that everyone has had at least an undergraduate course in abnormal psychology.  If you have not had such a course, or if you are in any way concerned about your readiness for this course, please see me right away.

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Turner, S. M., & Hersen, M. (Eds.). (1997). Adult psychopathology and diagnosis (3rd ed.).  New York: Wiley.

American Psychiatric Association (2000).  Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (4th Edition – Text Revision). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Association.

Please note that the page numbers in the Schedule below correspond to DSM4, not DSM 4-TR.  I didn’t get my copy in time to change the page numbers. 

OTHER REQUIRED READINGS: SEE BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Two stacks of these articles will be kept at the Clinic.  One stack (or anything in it) may be removed overnight for copying or reading.  The second stack is not to be removed.  If only one stack or one copy of an article is at the Clinic, do not remove it.  I will not be policing these stacks. Compliance with these rules is a matter of personal honor.  If you think people are violating the rules, don’t tell me. Work it out amongst yourselves.

Examinations and Grading:

Exam 1:                     25% 

Exam 2:                     35% (not cumulative)

Presentation:            10% 

Paper:                       10%

Class participation: 20%
CLASS PRESENTATIONS: Each member of class will be responsible for co-leading (with another member) one class period by reading, reporting on, and leading a discussion on one of the five books listed below.  I have randomly assigned people to teams.  If you want to change books or teams, please let me know before the end of the first week of classes.


Alarcon, R. D. , Foulks, E. F., & Vakkur, M. (1998). Personality disorders and culture: Clinical and conceptual interactions. New York: Wiley.  (Ayers & Meyer)


Goffman, E. (1961). Asylums. New York: Anchor/Doubleday. (Furakawa & Wood)


Garb, H. N. (1998). Studying the clinician: Judgment research and psychological assessment. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.  (Schneiderman & Zukor)


Kutchins, H., &  Kirk, Stewart, S. A. (1997). Making us crazy: DSM: The psychiatric bible and the creation of mental disorders. New York: Free Press. (Wacker & Bombarbier)


Peele, S. (1995). The diseasing of America. San Francisco: Lexington Books. (Salter & Dudis)

The others members of the class are not required to read each book, although they may do so.  Any exam questions on these books will come entirely from material presented in class.  I will meet with each team one time to help them structure the presentation and provide other guidance, at the request of the team.

PAPER:  Each person will write a 10-15 page (APA format) critique of his/her assigned book.  This is to be an independent work and not a collaboration with your co-presenter.  The paper is not to be simply a summary of the book.  Instead, it should be a critical analysis of the book and should include (but not necessarily be limited to) a critique of the author’s ideas; an evaluation of the book’s empirical soundness; an evaluation of what the author(s) tries to accomplish and how well he/she accomplishes it; and a discussion of the implication of the books ideas and/or findings for research, practice, and public policy.  The paper is due in my box at the Clinic or on campus by 5:00 p.m., December 15 (Friday).  I will not accept fax or email copies. 

CLASS PARTICIPATION: My evaluation of this will be based on both the quantity and quality of your contributions in class, including not just your responses to my questions for you but also your own questions for your classmates and for me.  The quantity/quality balance is difficult to strike, but a few profound comments at the end of the semester won’t make up for 15 weeks of relative silence; and a steady stream of irrelevant and/or superficial comments that suggest that you did not read the assigned material will not earn you an “A.”  Speak up and speak out.  Don’t be afraid to disagree with me or with the readings.  On the other hand, don’t be a hog and don’t be bull.  Few things are more annoying to an instructor and the rest of the class than someone who doesn’t know when to stop talking, who can’t disagree without doing so aggressively, or who sounds like he/she knows everything.  A word of advice: The quality of your class participation will probably be enhanced if you READ THE ASSIGNED MATERIAL BEFORE CLASS.  (I have numbered the readings in the order in which I think they should be read for better understanding.) 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

WEEK 1: Psychological Theories of Psychopathology: A Review

 (NO READING ASSIGNMENTS.  PLEASE READ AHEAD FOR NEXT WEEK)

Aug. 29: Psychodynamic and Humanistic Theories

Aug. 31: Behavioral and Social Cognitive Theories

WEEK 2: Biological and Genetic Bases of Psychopathology/

                  The Definition of Mental Disorder.  

Sept. 5: Biological and Genetic Bases of Psychopathology

              -Chapter 3 in T&H.

Sept. 7: The Definition of Mental Disorder.


  1. Szasz (1960).          

               2. Gorenstein (1984).   

  3. Wakefield (1992)


  4. DSM4--Introduction.

               5. Chapter 1 in T& H.

WEEK 3: The Construction of Psychopathology. 

Sept. 12: The Social Construction of Psychopathology

   1. Maddux (2000).

   2. Lopez & Guarnaccia (2000)

                3. Kirmayer (1991). 
                4. Hartung & Widiger (1998).
   

                5. Wahl (1997).

Sept.  14: The Professional Construction of Psychopathology

                 1. Grob (1991).   

    2. Wilson (1993).

    3. Kessler et al. (1994).  

    4. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (1998).

    5. Regier et al (1998).

WEEK 4: The Construction of Psychopathology contd.

Sept.  19: The Professional Construction of Psychopathology contd.

                 -Student presentation 1: Making Us Crazy (Wacker & Bombardier)

Sept.  21: The Clinical-Interactional Construction of Psychopathology: Error and Bias in Clinical

                 Judgment.

                   1. Chapter 14 (pp. 413-425) in Maddux, Barone, & Snyder (1997).

      2. Garb (1997).

                   3. Chapter 2 in T& H.

WEEK 5: Error and Bias in Clinical Judgment contd.

 Sept.  26: Error and Bias in Clinical Judgment contd.

                  -Student presentation 2: Studying the Clinician (Schneiderman & Zukor)

 Sept.  28: EXAM ONE.

WEEK 6: Depressive Disorders.

Oct. 3: Depression: Description and Theory.

1. Chapter 8 in T&H.

             2. DSM4 pp. 317-350.

Oct.  5: Depression: Special Topics: Risk, Gender, Loneliness.

              1. Reinherz et al (1999).

              2. Culbertson (1997).

              3. Ernst & Cacioppo (1998).

WEEK 7:  Bipolar Disorders.

Oct.  10: NO CLASS: COLUMBUS DAY RECESS

Oct.  12: Bipolar Disorders.

   1. Chapter 9 in T&H.

                2. DSM4 pp. 350-366.

WEEK 8: Anxiety Disorders.

Oct.  17: Anxiety Disorders: Description and Theory.

    1. Chapter 10 in T&H.


    2. DSM4 pp. 393-444.

Oct.  19: Anxiety Disorders: Special Topics

                 1. Zinbarg & Barlow (1996).


    2. Wallace & Alden (1997).

WEEK 9:  Somatoform Disorders, Dissociative Disorders, & Personality Disorders

Oct.  24: Somatoform Disorders.

    1. Chapter 11 in T&H.

    2. DSM4 pp. 445-470.

    3. Simon & Gureje (1999).

   Dissociative Disorders.

    1. Chapter 12 in T&H.

    2. DSM4 pp. 744-492.

                 3. Scroppo et al (1998).

Oct.  26: Personality Disorders: Description and Theory.

   1. Chapter 16 in T&H.

   2. DSM4 pp. 629-674.

                3. Maddux & Mundell (1999)

                4. Funtowicz & Widiger (1999).     

WEEK 10: Personality Disorders cont. & Sexual and Gender Identity Disorders.

Oct.  31: Personality Disorders: Special Topics: Cultural Influences.

                1. Lewis-Fernandez & Kleinman (1994).


   -Student presentation 3: Personality Disorders and Culture (Ayers & Meyer).

Nov.  2: Sexual and Gender Identity Disorders 

  1. Chapter 13 in T&H.

  2. DSM4 pp. 493-538.

               3. Seidman & Reider (1994).

               4. Cyranowski  et al. (1999).

WEEK 11: Eating Disorders & Sleep Disorders.

Nov.  7: Eating Disorders. 

 1. Chapter 14 in T&H.

 2. DSM4 pp. 539-550.

 3. Mason & Chaney (1996).

 4. Franko & Orosan-Weine (1998).

Nov.  9: Sleep Disorders

 1. Chapter 15 in T&H.

 2. DSM4 pp. 551-608.

              3. Morin & Ware (1996).

WEEK 12: Schizophrenic Disorders.

Nov. 14: Schizophrenic Disorders: Description and Theory

  1. Chapter 7 in T&H.

  2. DSM4 pp. 273-316.

  3. Andreason et al (1995).

  4. Crow (1998).

  5. Kendler (1998). 

  6. Arndt et al (1995).

Nov. 16: Schizophrenic Disorders: Special Topics: The Mental Institution.

                Student presentation 4: Asylums (Furakawa & Wood).

WEEK 13: Cognitive Disorders.

Nov. 21: Cognitive Disorders

   1. Chapter 4 in T&H.

                2. DSM4 pp. 123-164.

                3. Schalock (1998).

                4. Zielinski (1994).

Nov.  23: NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING RECESS

WEEK 14: Substance Use Disorders.

Nov.  28: Substance  Use Disorders

    1. Chapter 5 & 6 in T&H.

    2. DSM4 pp. 175-272.

                 3. Jason & Barnes (1997).Substance Use Disorders contd.

Nov.  30: Substance Use Disorders: Special Topics: The Meaning of Addiction.

                -Student presentation 5: The Diseasing of America (Salter & Dudis)
WEEK 15: Childhood Disorders

Dec 5: Overview & Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder


    1. DSM4 37-123.

    2. DSM4 pp. 78-85.


    3. Barkley (1997)

                 4. American Academy of Pediatrics ADHD Guidelines (2000).

Dec.  7: Conduct Disorder and Oppositional Defiant Disorder.

    1. TBA


    2. DSM4 pp. 85-94.

              EXAM 2 will be distributed.  Will be due by 5:00 the following Thursday.

WEEK 16: Final exam week: No final exam

Dec. 15-- 5:00 p.m.: Paper due in my box at Clinic or on campus.  Fax or email copies not accepted.
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