Tues-Thurs, 3:00 p.m.-4:15 p.m.




George Mason UniversityPRIVATE 

Robinson, Rm B122






            Fall, 2002


PSYC 313 - CHILD PSYCHOLOGY - SECTION 004

Ruth Mutchler, Ph.D.




    Tel:
 703/893-4357 (Voice Mail)

Office Hours: Tues, 2:00 p.m. & By Appointment                            David King Hall,  Rm 2068

Purpose of Course:  Study of human psychological development from conception to adolescence, including such topics as genetic factors, emotional and intellectual growth, and environmental influences.  Additionally, relevance of theories and research to everyday life, and the cultural issues related to living in a  pluralistic society will be considered.

Text:
Berk, L. E. (2003).  Child development (6th ed.).  Boston: Allyn and Bacon.


Study Guide, prepared by JoDe Paladino & Laura E. Berk to accompany above text..

.
Additionally, select a child-rearing book that has been published in the last five years.  For example, books by Brazelton, Leach, or other experts in the area of bringing up children.  These books can be obtained at libraries or bookstores or from Internet booksellers.  You are asked to write a two-page reaction paper (due Oct 1)on the book that you choose.


**************************

AUG 27

First Class, Introduction to the Course

AUG 29 to  SEP 17
Chapters 1 through 5 of the text & study guide

(6 class sessions)





Ch 1 - History, Theory & Applied Directions





Ch 2 - Research Strategies





Ch 3 - Biological Foundations, Prenatal & Birth





Ch 4 - Infancy: Learning, Motor & Perceptual Capacities





Ch 5 - Physical Growth

THURSDAY, SEP 12,  For the book on child-rearing that you have chosen, hand in the title, name of the author, year published, location of publication, and publisher.  Please use APA format (examples of APA format can be found in the references section in the back of your text).

SEP 19

Prepare for Exam 1 

SEP  24 
EXAM 1 - COVERS TEXT CHAPTERS 1-5 & CLASS MATERIAL
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SEP 26

Read child-rearing book

OCT  1

TWO-PAGE REACTION PAPER ON CHILD-REARING BOOK DUE





*2 pages, 2 copies (important), typed, double-spaced





*Your thoughts as you were reading the book






(not a summary of the book)

OCT 3  to OCT  24  
Chapters 6 through 10 of the text & study guide

(6 class sessions)





Ch 6 - Cognitive: Piaget, Vygotsky, & Core Knowledge





Ch 7 - Cognitive: Information Processing Perspective





Ch 8 - Intelligence





Ch 9 - Language Development





Ch 10- Emotional Development

OCT 15
COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY - NO CLASS

OCT 29

Prepare for Exam 2

OCT 31
EXAM 2 - COVERS TEXT CHAPTERS 6-10 & CLASS MATERIAL

NOV  5 to  NOV 21
Chapters 11 through 15 of the text & study guide

(6 sessions)





Ch 11 - Self & Social Understanding





Ch 12 - Moral Develoopment





Ch 13 - Sex Differences & Gender Roles





Ch 14 - The Family





Ch 15 - Peers, Media & Schooling


NOV 26

Prepare for Exam 3

NOV
28
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY - NO CLASS
DEC  3
EXAM 3 - COVERS TEXT CHAPTERS 11-15 & CLASS MATERIAL

DEC 5


Last class

********************
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Final Exam:

Tues, Dec 17, 1:30 - 3 p.m. - Covers Entire Course





***Everyone takes the final exam***

Exam Format:
Multiple Choice

Grading:

60%  
Highest 2 grades of the 3 midterm exams





No makeup midterms since 1 midterm grade is dropped




20%  
Final exam grade




10%  
Reaction paper to individually chosen book




10%  
Attendance, class participation, homework assignments, &

 



subjective evaluation of professor

Extra Credit:

Extra credit is welcome and valuable both to the class & to the 




instructor.  Although no extra points are given, it can prove 





beneficial if final grade falls near the border between 2 grades.

Attendance:

Attendance records will be kept and factored into the 10% above.

Last Day to Drop Without Dean's Permission:   Friday, September 27

Prerequisite for this Class:
 Six credits of psychology including PSYC 100 or permission of        instructor

REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS CLASS


ALL ASSIGNED WORK MUST BE COMPLETED TO RECEIVE A FINAL GRADE .


EXAM 1

EXAM 2

EXAM 3

FINAL




REACTION PAPER TO INDIVIDUALLY SELECTED BOOK





