Psychology 325 – Abnormal Psychology

Fall 2000

Instructor: Philip Lee

Class Time: R 7:20-10:00 PM

Classroom: West 261

Phone: TBA

E-Mail: plee5@gmu.edu
Office: David King 2068

Office Hours: M 4–5PM (or by appointment)

	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	8/29

9/5

9/12

9/19

9/26

10/3

10/10

10/17

10/24

10/31

11/7

11/14

11/21

11/28

12/5

12/12
	Introduction; Psychological Models

Assessment, Diagnosis, and Treatment

Anxiety Disorders

Anxiety Disorders (cont.); Mood Disorders

Exam 1

Treatments for Mood Disorders

Suicide

Physical Disorders; Eating Disorders

Substance-Related Disorders; Sexual Disorders

Exam 2

Schizophrenia

Treatments for Schizophrenia; Other Cognitive Disorders

Personality Disorders

Thanksgiving Recess

Childhood Disorders; Disorders in Elderly

Final Exam (7:30-10:15 PM)
	Chapter 1 (optional), 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6, 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10, 11

Chapter 12, 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15, 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18


TEXTBOOK:


Comer, R. J. (2001).  Abnormal Psychology (4th ed.).  New York: W. H. Freeman and Company.  

OPTIONAL TEXT:


Nicolai, K. M.  (2001).  Student Workbook for Abnormal Psychology (3rd ed.).  New York: W. H. Freeman and Company.  

COURSE GOALS: 


This course surveys the field of abnormal psychology, focusing on the etiology, diagnosis and treatment of psychopathology.  Students are expected to demonstrate their knowledge of social, psychological, and biological influences on mental illness.    

GRADES: 


There will be three multiple-choice exams, including the final.  The three exams are not cumulative.  Your lowest grade from the first two exams will be dropped; your final exam grade cannot be dropped.  Your grade will be the average of either the first or second exam (whichever is higher) and the final exam, with any extra credit added to this average (your final grade).  All exams must be taken on scantrons, which are available in the university bookstore.  Please use the pink scantron forms (the ones the size of a regular sheet of paper), they should say form no. F-1712-ERI in the lower left hand corner.   

MAKE-UP EXAMS:


Make-up exams will only be offered for the final exam, provided that you have a legitimate excuse.  All make-up exams will be in essay format.  If you plan on taking a make-up for the final, you must give me at least two weeks notice (by or before Thanksgiving) to prepare the make-up exam.  Those who do not give at least two weeks notice will not be offered a make-up, unless there are unforeseen circumstances (i.e. a medical emergency the day of the exam).  Oversleeping, confusing the date and/or time of the final, travel plans, etc. are not legitimate excuses.  

EXTRA CREDIT:


You may choose to participate in psychological experiments for up to 5 extra credit points on your final grade.  For those of you who are not 18 years old, or who do not wish to participate as a subject, you may choose to attend the alternative lectures.  Each experiment or lecture must be offered by the psychology department (no non-university affiliated experiments/lectures).  Approved experiments and lectures are posted on the internet at www.experimetrix.com/gmu.  If you wish to complete extra credit, plan on participating early, as the experiments and lectures fill quickly at the end of the semester.  I am not responsible if you cannot find an open experiment or lecture, and will not offer alternative extra credit opportunities.  

HONOR CODE:  


You are expected to be familiar with the university’s honor code.  Copies of the honor code are available in the Honor Committee office in SUB I.  Any violation of the honor code will be prosecuted, ignorance of the code is not a valid excuse.  

ATTENDANCE: 


Attendance is not mandatory, but you will be held responsible for material covered in class.  I strongly encourage you to attend (or get notes from a classmate), as I will test on material covered in class that does not appear in any of the assigned readings.  

