Fall 2003


Social Psychology

PSYC 231, Section 002

MWF 10:30-11:20am

David King Hall 2053

Instructor: Kara Marsh, M.A.

Office: Robinson Hall B 213

Office Hours: MW 11:30am-12:30pm and by appointment

Email: kincalca@gmu.edu (preferred)

Phone: (703) 993-3706 ext. 4

Required Text: Social Psychology, Baron & Byrne (10th edition)

Course Overview: Social psychology focuses on understanding the nature and causes of individual behavior and thought in social situations. It is relevant and applicable to everyone. The purpose of this class is to introduce you to key theories, research, and perspectives in this area, as well as challenge you to incorporate what you learn into your everyday life. Classes will involve lectures, discussions, and individual/group activities. Your performance in the course will be evaluated by in-class multiple choice exams, applied writing assignments, and in-class participation.

Course Schedule:

	Introduction to Social Psychology
	Chapter 1

	Social Perception
	Chapter 2

	Social Cognition
	Chapter 3

	Social Psychology and the Law
	Chapter 13 (pp.519-537)

	Social Identity
	Chapter 5

	Exam 1 and Reaction Paper #1 due Monday, 9/22

	Attitudes
	Chapter 4

	Prejudice and Discrimination
	Chapter 6

	Prosocial Behavior
	Chapter 10

	Aggression
	Chapter 11

	Exam 2 and Reaction Paper #2 due Wednesday, 9/22

	Interpersonal Attraction
	Chapter 7

	Close Relationships
	Chapter 8

	Social Influence
	Chapter 9

	Groups and Individuals
	Chapter 12

	Exam 3 and Reaction Paper #3 due Monday, 11/24

	Social Psychology in Business/Health
	Chapter 13

	Final Exam (cumulative) Wednesday, 12/10 from 10:30am-1:15pm


*Please bring a SCANTRON sheet to each exam.

Your Grade: 60 points of your grade will be based on the best three exam grades. The reaction papers (see handout) will be worth 10 points each (30 total). The remaining 10 points will be based on your participation in class activities. Grades will be based on a scale of A = 90% or higher, B = 80-89%, C = 70-79%, D = 60-69%, F = below 60%.

Extra credit: Bonus points may be earned by participating in psychology experiments offered through the psychology department. Each hour of participation adds the equivalent of 3 points to a test grade. The maximum number of participation hours is 3 (9 points).

Policy on Late Papers and Make-up Exams: Late papers will not be accepted, and no make-up exams will be given for any reason.
Supplemental Materials (Optional): The book has a companion website (http://www.abacon.com/baronbyrne), which has examples of multiple choice and essay questions related to the material in the text. There is also a study guide that accompanies the book.

Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring modifications to the seating, testing, or class requirements should contact Disability Support Services (304 Student Union I) immediately. Based on their guidance, we can work together to make appropriate arrangements. 

Students are expected to follow the GMU Honor Code.

Note: The last day to drop this class without tuition liability is September 9. The last day to drop this class is September 26.

