PSYC 231 - 05 Social Psychology

George Mason University, Fall 2003

Instructor: 
Alicia Fields




Office: DK 2068



Thursdays 7:20 – 10:00pm


Email: afields@gmu.edu



Robinson Hall, Rm B224


Phone: TBA









Office Hours: Thursdays 6-7pm 

(or by appointment)

Required Text: Aronson, E., Wilson, T., & Akert, R. (2004). Social Psychology, 4th edition.  Pearson: New Jersey.

Course Goals:

1. Familiarity with social psychology, the study of human behavior within a social framework.

2. Examination of group phenomena and how individuals and groups influence and persuade others.

3. Exploration of how individual’s beliefs about themselves and others are developed and maintained through social interactions.

4. Encourage critical thinking with regard to course materials and the use of social psychological theory to understand social phenomena in the real world.

Course Requirements: 

· Class participation





10 points
· 3 Exams (100 pts each)




300 points
· Paper 1






70 points
· Paper 2






20 points
_____________________________________________________________
· Total points possible





400 points

Exams: There will be four exams administered in this course.  Three will occur during the regularly scheduled course and one during the scheduled final exam period.  The exams will consist of multiple-choice items and short answer questions.  The first three exams are non-cumulative.  The final exam will be cumulative.  The lowest exam grade will be dropped so that only three exam scores are used to calculate your final score.  Students that are confident with their grade after the third exam will have to option of dropping (not taking) the final exam.  No make-up exams will be given for any reason.  If you must miss an exam, the exam you miss will be the one you are allowed to drop.  

Paper 1: Assignment -- Discuss an example of a social psychology concept as demonstrated in a movie, television program, or event in the news.  Describe the event, movie, etc. and explain how it demonstrates a social psychology concept.  Discuss and explain the concept and its implications for daily life.  Requirements – 2 – 3 references from psychological journals or books plus any relevant sections from your text.  This paper should be 4-6 pages in length, double-spaced.  Paper 1 is due at the start of class on October 23rd.

Paper 2: Assignment – Write your reaction to something discussed in class.  This could be your reaction to a particular social psychological theory or concept, a social psychological study that was described in class, or an instance of how social psychological theories or concepts are or could be used in your everyday life.  Requirement – This reaction paper should be 1-2 pages in length, double-spaced.  Paper 2 is due at the start of class on November 20th.

Late papers will not be accepted.  If you are unable to attend class on the day a paper is due, inform the instructor before the due date and arrange to turn in the paper the Tuesday before the due date no later than 5:00pm.  No papers will be accepted via fax or email.

Extra Credit:  Extra credit may be earned by participating in psychology research.  Students may volunteer as participants in psychology research being conducted at GMU and receive one extra credit point on their grade for each hour of research participation for a total of up to 3 extra credit points.  You may sign up for experiments at www.experimentrix.com/gmu.  If you are unable to participate in research, yet would like to earn extra credit, please see the instructor for more information about other extra credit opportunities.  

Special Needs: If you require accommodations for a disability please inform the instructor at the beginning of the course and provide documentation from the GMU Disability Resource Center.  

Honor Code:  All assignments are expected to be completely original work by the student.  Students may use books, notes, and other sources in preparing written work.   However, quotes should be used sparingly in your papers and always appropriately referenced.  Under no circumstances should papers be collaborations between students.  This is considered plagiarism and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism or collaboration between students during exams will result in a grade of zero for the assignment or exam and the university authorities will be notified.   

Course Schedule
	Week
	

Date
	Topics
	Assignments/Readings

	
	
	
	

	1
	8/28
	Introduction to the course, overview of social psychology and research methods in the study of social phenomena
	Chapters 1 & 2

	2
	9/4
	Social Cognition
	Chapter 3

	3
	9/11
	Social Perception
	Chapter 4

	4
	9/18
	The Social Self
	Chapters 5 & 6

	5
	9/25
	Exam 1
	---

	6
	10/2
	Attitudes and Attitude Change (Influence)
	Chapter 7

	7
	10/9
	Conformity
	Chapter 8

	8
	10/16
	Group Processes
	Chapter 9

	9
	10/23
	Attraction
	Chapter 10 

Paper 1 due

	10
	10/30
	Exam 2
	---

	11
	11/6
	Prosocial Behavior
	Chapter 11

	12
	11/13
	Aggression and Prejudice
	Chapters 12 & 13

	13
	11/20
	Social Psyc and Health

Social Psyc and the Law
	Psychology in Action 1-3

Paper 2 due

	
	11/27
	Thanksgiving Day – no class
	---

	14
	12/4
	Exam 3
	

	
	12/11
	Final Exam 7:30 – 10:15
	


