Psychology 304: Principles of Learning Lab

Fall Semester 2003, Sections 201 & 202

Instructor: Sue Hartman

Office: David King Hall (DK) 2068



Mailbox: DK 2001

Email:  shartma1@gmu.edu
            (Please include “psych 304” in the subject heading of your email.)

Phone: 301-996-9456


Office Hours:  Tuesdays 3-4:30 PM  

Recommended Text:

American Psychological Association (2001).  Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington, DC.

Course Objectives:  The first objective of the course is to gain knowledge and experience of the mechanics used to apply theories, learned in lecture, to laboratory situations.  The second objective is to learn to write an APA formatted paper based on an experiment conducted in class.  

Expectations:  Students are expected to participate in all lab activities and turn in all assignments on time.  Lab attendance and punctuality is essential for this course.  Students are expected to attend the lab section for which they are registered.  In addition, students must complete their own work – there is zero tolerance for plagiarism.

Grading:
	Assignments
	Points possible
	Total points

	2 in-lab worksheets
	10 points each
	20 points

	2 in-lab quizzes
	10 points each
	20 points

	6 in-lab group activities
	 5 points each 
	30 points

	3 article summaries
	10 points each
	30 points

	Experiment participation
	5 points per participant
	10 points

	Intro draft
	25 points
	25 points

	Methods draft
	20 points
	20 points

	Results draft
	20 points
	20 points

	Discussion draft
	25 points
	25 points

	Final paper
	75 points
	75 points

	Extra credit
	5 points
	0 points

	
	Total
	275


Each student’s grade will be calculated out of 275 points.  One grade may be dropped from any of the nine in-lab activities (worksheets, quizzes, or group activities).  Participation for the class experiment cannot be dropped.  The lowest grade of these in-lab assignments will be dropped from each student’s grade, so only 9 of those 10 assignments will be counted for each student.  Any in-lab activities missed because of absence (excused or unexcused) will count as the dropped grade.  

Lab worksheets and group activities:

In-lab worksheets and group activities can only be completed in lab.  They cannot be made up.  

Quizzes:

Quizzes will cover material from lab.  They will be given at the beginning of lab, so students who arrive late will not be permitted to take them.  Quizzes cannot be made up.

Article summaries:

The article summaries will ultimately become a part of the Introduction for the final APA-style paper.  They are intended to help students have a thorough understanding of the material in the articles to make the Introduction section of the paper easier to write and more coherent.  Selection criteria for articles will be discussed in class.  Article summaries must be turned in at the beginning of lab and not left in the instructor’s mailbox.  For each day that an article summary is late (including if it is left in the instructor’s mailbox and the student does not attend lab), two points will be deducted.

Maze experiment participation:

The maze experiment will require students to test human participants at a computer with the maze experiment software, which is available on the Internet at http://psychexps.olemiss.edu.  Each student is expected to recruit at least two people to run in the experiment. STUDENTS CANNOT USE THEMSELVES AS PARTICIPANTS.  Extra credit points will be given for recruiting a third person for the experiment. The final paper is based on the class-run experiment, so each student’s participation is critical!  Participation points for the maze experiment cannot be dropped.

Paper:

The APA-style paper will be based on the maze experiment conducted by the students during lab.  Information on requirements for the sections of paper will be passed out before each section is due.  Each section of the paper, as with the article summaries, must be turned in at the beginning of lab.  Two points will be deducted for each day that a section of the paper is late, including if it is left in the instructor’s mailbox.  The final paper is to include all sections of an APA-style paper, including abstract and references.

Other policies:

To receive full credit on the assignments due on a particular lab day, the student must attend and participate in all lab activities for that day.  Students who submit assignments on time but do not participate in the lab activities on that day will have an automatic 2-point deduction from that assignment’s grade.  

Honor Code: The Honor Code of GMU will be strictly enforced in this class.  It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with the Honor Code and abide by it at all times.  Students may collaborate on in-lab, group work only, when specified by the instructor.

If any students have special needs, please see instructor.

Tentative Schedule

	Day
	Topic
	Point Values

	Sept. 1st
	Labor Day - No Class


	

	Sept. 8th
	Introduction to APA style 

Article summary instruction

Introduction section instruction


	

	Sept. 15th
	Ethics in Animal Research

Planarian experiment and worksheet

Due - Articles to be approved by Instructor


	10



	Sept. 22nd
	In-lab group activity – Classical Conditioning 

Due – 1st Article summary


	5

10



	Sept. 29th
	In-lab group activity – Instrumental Conditioning
Quiz #1
(1st Article Summaries returned to students.)


	5

10



	Oct. 6th
	Plan maze experiment

Method section instruction
Due – 2nd & 3rd Article summary

	5

10 each for 20 total


	Oct.14th

Tuesday
	Recruit and run participants in maze experiment.

Extra credit for third participant 

(All Article Summaries returned by this date.)


	5 each for 10 total

(5)

	Oct. 20th
	In-lab group activity - Reinforcement
Due – Introduction draft


	5
25

	Oct. 27th
	Data Analysis of maze experiment

Result section instruction

Due – Method draft


	20

	Nov. 3rd
	Data Analysis continued

Discussion section instruction

Quiz #2


	10

	Nov. 10th
	In-lab activity – Conditioned Emotional Response
Due - Results draft


	5

20

	Nov. 17th
	Tour ARCH lab or Biopsych lab

Due – Discussion draft


	25

	Nov. 24th
	In-lab group activity – Language

Abstract & Reference section instruction

(All draft materials returned by this date.)
	5



	Dec. 1st
	Animal IQ video / worksheet

Due - Final paper (including abstract & references)
	10

75


