Physiological Psychology 

PSYC 372-002, Fall 2003

Instructor:

Tracey Wheeler

E-mail address:
twheele2@gmu.edu
Class time:

Tuesday & Thursday 12:00 – 1:15pm

Class location:
Robinson  room B224

Office phone #:
703-993-1358

Office hours:

Wednesday 11:30 – 12:30      Office location:
DK 2027

Note:  Additional office hours are offered by appointment  

Text:  Neuroscience Exploring the Brain 2nd Edition (Principal author: Mark F Bear)

Course Goals:  To provide an introduction to the foundations of Neuroscience through neural communication, sensory and motor systems, and the brain and behavior.  The class will also examine brain changes and adaptations throughout life as well as due to damage, degeneration and drugs.

It is strongly recommended that you attend class.  Although points are not taken for attendance, it can directly affect your grade.  You are responsible for all material covered in class – some material will be offered solely through lecture.  

If you must miss class—please go to a classmate first for notes.  I will be glad to meet with you to discuss anything you do not understand after you do this. 

Some of the material in this course can be difficult to grasp the first time around.  Be patient—by listening in class and talking to classmates and myself, these things will become more familiar.  I welcome questions via e-mail anytime.  I will also be glad to meet with you during office hours or by appointment concerning class material.  

The instructor will not update students on their current class standing.  Your grade will be based on 4 exams.  Each exam will be worth 25 points.  If you are satisfied with your grade at the end of the semester you can opt out of the final exam.  The final exam (cumulative) will be worth 25 points.  If you took all 4 exams along with the final your grade will be based on your 4 highest exam scores.

There will be NO MAKEUP EXAMS.  If you miss an exam for any reason, that exam will count as your lowest score and be dropped from your final grade.

_______________________________________________________________________

Grades will be assigned as follows:

100–97 (A+) 

96-93 (A) 
92–90 (A-) 

89-87 (B+)

86-83 (B)
82-80 (B-) 

79-77 (C+)

76-73 (C)
72-70 (C-) 

69-60 (D)

59-0 (F)

	
	Tuesday’s
	
	Thursday’s

	8/26
	Introduction
	8/28
	Neurons & Glia (Ch 2)

	9/2
	Action Potentials (Ch 3&4)
	9/4
	Signal Transmission (Ch 5)

	9/9
	Neurotransmitter Systems (Ch 6)
	9/11
	Nervous System (Ch 7)

	9/16
	EXAM #1
	9/18
	Taste & Smell (Ch 8)

	9/23
	Eye – Part I (Ch 9 & 10)
	9/25
	Eye – Part II (Ch 9 & 10)

	9/30
	Auditory / Vestibular (Ch 11)
	10/2
	Somatic Sensory System (Ch 12)

	10/7
	Movement (Ch 13 & 14)
	10/9
	EXAM #2

	10/14
	NO CLASS – Mon classes meet
	10/16
	Brain Systems (Ch 15)

	10/21
	Obesity (Ch 16)
	10/23
	Emotion (Ch 18)

	10/28
	Sleep (Ch 19)
	10/30
	Mental Illness (Ch 21)

	11/4
	Diseases/ Repair 
	11/6
	EXAM #3

	11/11
	Learning & Memory Part I (Ch 23)*
	11/13
	Learning & Memory Part II 

	11/18
	Sex (Ch 17)
	11/20
	Addictive Drugs Part I

	11/25
	Addictive Drugs Part II
	11/27
	NO CLASS - Thanksgiving

	12/2
	Therapeutic Drugs 
	12/4
	EXAM #4

	12/16  FINAL EXAM 10:30 – 1:15 – in the classroom

	* This class (11/11) may be cancelled if I cannot find a replacement.


Note:  The syllabus / class schedule may be changed during the course of the semester.  The instructor will announce any changes during class time.  You are responsible for these changes.  In the event you do not receive this information (due to lack of attendance or other), you remain responsible for these changes.  Therefore, it is very important that you contact another student to gather missed material when appropriate.  You may contact the instructor with further questions and/or clarification once you have gathered this information.

Honor Code:  The honor code will be observed and enforced in this course.  The Honor Code of George Mason University deals specifically with cheating and attempted cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing.  For more information, please refer to the source:

Source: George Mason University Faculty Handbook 
http://www.gmu.edu/facstaff/handbook/aD.html
E-mail will be the primary form of communication from the instructor.  WebCT will also be 

utilized if possible.




