Psychology 465-001                                                Dr. Elisha Klirs

History & Systems of Psychology                           (301) 571 5562

Fall 2003                                                                   E-mail:  eklirs@gmu.edu
Office:  Thompson 131                                             Off. Hr.: TR  10:30-11:30 a.m.

Date          Topic                                                       Chapter

 8/26          Introduction                                             1, 2

   9/2          Presocratics, Plato, Aristotle                   3

   9/9          Theory

 9/16          Method     

 9/18          Test 1

  9/23         Middle ages                                             4

  9/25         Renaissance                                             5

  9/30         Empiricism                                              6

  10/2         Rationalism                                             7

  10/7         Mechanization, Naturalism                     8,  9

  10/9         ESP

  10/16       Test 2

  10/21       Psychophysics                                         10

  10/23       Structuralism                                           11

  10/28       Functionalism                                          12 

  10/30       Behaviorism                                             13, 14

    11/4       Gestalt                                                      15

   11/11      Test 3                 

   11/13      Psychoanalysis                                         16

   11/18      Humanistic psychology                            17

   11/20      Unification 

   12/16      Final  (7:30-10:15 a.m.) 

The purpose of this course is to provide a more coherent view of modern psychology through the examination of the historical and philosophical foundations upon which it is based.  The textbook is A History of Psychology: Ideas and Context (3rd edition) by W. Viney and D.B. King.  Method of instruction will be mostly lecture; material will be taken from the assigned textbook and secondary sources.  You are responsible for all material covered in class.  There will be no use of other technologies in this class.  Grades will be based on three tests, a final and class presentation (topics will be discussed in class).  Tests are not cumulative.  Make-up tests will be allowed only with documented proof of an emergency.

     Test 1             20%                           A = 90%

     Test 2             20%                           B = 80%

     Test 3             20%                           C = 70%

     Final               20%                           D = 60%

     Assignment    20%                           F = below 59%

I reserve the right to change information on the syllabus, including lowering the cut-off points for letter grade, if necessary.  It is the responsibility of each student to keep him/herself informed as to any changes.  Students may enroll in Psy 328 to earn extra credit for this class.  Students at George Mason University are expected to abide by the Honor Code.

