PSYC 211 003


Fall 2004


Developmental Psychology

Fall 2004

Course Instructor:
Erin Way




Contact Info:

993-1349 (office) 

336-408-0618 (cell) 

E-mail:


eway@gmu.edu
Office Hours:

Mondays 11:30 to 12:30;  Tuesdays 12:15 to 1:15; and by advanced arrangement



Adjunct / GTA Office in Thompson Hall 131
Text:
Berk, L. E. (2004).  Development through the lifespan (Third Edition).  Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Developmental psychology is the study of human development throughout the lifespan. Students should gain a basic knowledge of how psychological theory contributes to our understanding of the many facets of human development.

Course Information and Grading Guidelines

1. This class will be a combination of lecture, group work and class discussion. In order to be prepared, you should read the assigned reading for the day prior to class. I encourage you to take notes and keep track of your questions. I will not cover everything in the textbook unless students have questions. The interactive portions of this class rely on the students to be prepared and participate. The chapters listed for each class are estimations. Changes in the syllabus will be announced by the professor in class.

2. There will be 5 exams (including the final) throughout the semester. You may not make-up missed exams. To allow for sickness and other important matters, each student’s lowest exam grade will be dropped. Your exam grade average will account for 80% of your grade. Each exam will be weighted equally when averaging your overall exam score. If a student has taken all 4 exams scheduled during the semester, the student has the option of not taking the final exam.

3. There will be 10 participation assignments throughout the semester. The goal of these assignments is to get you thinking about the reading and prepare you for class discussions. Each assignment should be a one page typed paper. I am not looking for a right answer or perfect grammar. I want you to write whatever you think about the topic. If you feel uncomfortable sharing this information about yourself, talk about the topic in a general manner. The participation assignments correspond to the units covered in class, therefore, they must be turned in at the beginning of class on the dates due. No late participation assignments will be accepted even if the student is absent on the day it is due. You must get  a hard copy to me before or on the due date to receive credit. Your participation average will account for 20% of your overall grade. Each assignment will be weighted equally when averaging your overall participation score.
4. Please note that the Honor Code will be observed in this course. Cheating often involves 2 people. Letting some one copy off your paper is cheating and both parties will be held responsible. An Honor Code violation on work intended to be completed individually will result in a zero for that assignment and may result in a report to the Honor Committee regarding the offense. If you are not sure whether something is a violation, ask!
5. Any student with a documented disability that requires special accommodations should see me.
6. Grading Scale:

93-100     = A

90- 92      = A-

87-89       = B+

83-86       = B
                                    
80-82       = B-

                                     
77-79       = C +

                                     
73-76       = C

                                     
70-72       = C-

                                     
63-69       = D




           
Below 63  = F

	Date
	Unit and Chapter
	Notes / Assignments

	8/31
	Chapter 1
	

	9/2
	Chapter 1
	

	9/7
	Chapter 2
	Participation Assignment # 1 due: What are your thoughts on Nature versus Nurture? What do you know about each approach to explaining human behavior? Describe a human behavior that seems to be clearly caused by genetics (Nature). Describe a human behavior that seems to be clearly a result of one’s cultural environment (Nurture).

	9/9
	Chapter 3
	Participation Assignment # 2 due: What are your thoughts on Fertility Treatments? Is it a good idea to medically alter a woman’s hormones to achieve pregnancy? What are the potential risks of fertility treatments? Do these risks outweigh the benefits?

	9/14
	Chapter 3
	

	9/16
	**EXAM 1**
	The exam will cover Chapters 1-3. Don’t forget your 1 page of notes.

	9/21
	Chapter 4
	

	9/23
	Chapter 5
	

	9/28
	Chapter 6
	Participation Assignment # 3 due: Ask your parents to tell you about some of your milestones. When did you first sleep through the night? When did you first smile? What age were you when you spoke your first word? How old were you when you took your first step? Do you know whether you were an “easy” or “high-maintenance” baby?  How has your temperament changed over the years? How has it remained the same?

	9/30
	Chapter 6
	

	10/5
	**EXAM 2**
	The exam will cover Chapters 4-6. Don’t forget your 1 page of notes

	10/7
	Chapter 7
	

	10/12
	(((((((((
	Monday classes meet today!

	10/14
	Chapter 8
	Participation Assignment # 4 due: Did you have an imaginary friend when you were young? Describe the imaginary friend and what you used to do together (if you can remember or you have heard stories from your family members). Did you have a “lovey” or “blankey” or some other security item? What purpose did these security items and imaginary friends serve?

	10/19
	Chapter 8
	

	10/21
	Chapter 9
	

	10/26
	Chapter 10
	Participation Assignment # 5 due: Did you have a best friend when you were young? How old were you when you met this person? Where did you meet and/or become friends? Do you still keep in touch with this person? How has your friendship with this person changed over the years? How has your friendship remained the same?

	10/28
	**EXAM 3**
	The exam will cover Chapters 7-10. Don’t forget your 1 page of notes

	11/2
	Chapter 11
	

	11/4
	Chapter 12
	

	11/9
	Chapter 12
	Participation Assignment # 6 due: Think back to your adolescence. Do you remember doing something you didn’t want to do, just to fit in with the crowd? What was it?  What were you feeling/ thinking at the time? How have your thoughts/ feelings regarding this situation changed? Do you remember resisting the pressure to do something you didn’t want to do? What was the circumstance? How did it feel to stand up to your peers? What did you think of your decision at the time? What do you think of your decision now?

	11/11
	Chapter 13
	

	11/16
	Chapter 14
	Participation Assignment # 7 due: Is there such a thing as a quarter-life crisis? What would precipitate such drastic feelings? What are some of the challenges the facing young adults today? How are they different from those of previous generations?

	11/18
	**EXAM 4**
	The exam will cover Chapters 11-14. Don’t forget your 1 page of notes

	11/23
	Chapter 15
	

	11/25
	(((((((((
	Thanksgiving Holiday!  NO CLASS TODAY.

	11/30
	Chapter 16
	Participation Assignment # 8 due: What do you think is the biggest issue facing those in middle adulthood? Why? What do the major theorists suggest? Do you agree? Why or Why not?

	12/2
	Chapter 17
	Participation Assignment # 9 due: Senior mobility is a problem that requires creative solutions. Come up with a hypothetical product or concept that addresses the problem of senior mobility. Tell me what your concept or object is and what it is designed to do? How will you implement the concept or make the object accessible?

	12/7
	Chapter 18
	

	12/9
	Chapter 19
	Participation Assignment # 10 due: What are your feelings about physician assisted suicide, DNR orders (do not resuscitate) and other measures that may shorten a person’s life? What are your feelings about using life support machines to prolong a person’s life when the person is in a coma?

	12/16
	FINAL EXAM
	1:30 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. Exam will cover the entire course materials. Chapters 1 – 19. 

Be sure to bring your 1 page of Notes.


