Psychology 300: Sections 205, 206

Analysis and Interpretation of Psychological Data Lab

Fall, 2004

Section: 205, Tuesday, 12:30-2:20pm

Section: 206, Tuesday, 2:30-4:20pm

Classroom: Innovation, Room 333

TA:  Katie Whittaker

Email: kwhittak@gmu.edu (this is the best way to reach me)

Office: Thompson Hall, Room 131

Office Hours: Tuesday, 4:30-5:30pm and by appointment

Required Text: Gravetter, G.A., & Wallnau, L.B. (2004). Statistics for the behavioral sciences (6th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

· You will also need a calculator for this lab.

Objective:  The statistics lab is designed to provide an opportunity to apply concepts discussed in the PSYC 300 lecture and to prepare for lecture exams.  The lab provides a forum for students to ask questions, review concepts, and practice statistical calculations.  Students will also practice using SPSS, the statistical software used by most psychologists.  

Grades:  Your total lab grade will equal 435 points, which also accounts for 25% of your 

lecture grade.  The lab assignments will consist of homework assignments, quizzes, worksheets, and SPSS in-class assignments.

Homework:    Homework will be assigned during lab and should be completed 


and handed in at the beginning of the next class period.  Homework will 

be  graded 5 points for completing the assignment and turning it in on time and 5 points for trying each question and showing all work. Late homework will not be accepted. Your lowest homework grade will be dropped when final grades are calculated.  Also, I encourage you to discuss the use of formulas and understanding of concepts with classmates, but homework should be completed on your own. Homework assignments will count for 100 points of your final lab grade.


Quizzes:  Quizzes will require computation to answer statistics problems.  The 

exams you will take in PSYC 300 lecture will not, at length, test your computational skills.  These quizzes are our opportunity to ensure that you 

understand how to use statistical formulas.  Quizzes are worth 25 points each.  There will be 6 quizzes in lab, and your lowest grade will be dropped.  Use of textbook and notes will not be allowed during quizzes, but I will provide you with all relevant formula. Quizzes will count for 125 points of your final lab grade.

Worksheets:  Worksheets will be completed in lab, so you must be present to 

receive
credit for these assignments.  Worksheets will be worth 15 points 

each, and your lowest worksheet grade will be dropped.  Worksheets will count for 105 points of your final lab grade.

SPSS Computer Assignments:  These will be conducted in class, so you must be

present to complete the assignments.  Each SPSS activity will be worth 15 points.  Your lowest grade on an SPSS assignment will be dropped.  SPSS activities will count for 105 points of your final lab grade.

Bonus Points:  If you successfully complete all 10 homework assignments 


(meaning you receive all 100 points for timeliness and effort), you will


receive 10 bonus points toward your final grade.


*Please Note:  Because one of each of the four types of assignments may be 



dropped, no make-up work will be accepted
Date



Assignment





Aug 31



Review Syllabus, Assign HW#1

Sep 7



HW #1 due, Worksheet #1, SPSS #1

Sep 14



HW #2 due, Worksheet #2, SPSS #2

Sep 21



HW #3 due, Quiz #1
Sep 28



HW #4 due, Worksheet #3, SPSS #3

Oct 5



HW #5 due, Quiz #2


Oct 12



COLUMBUS DAY NO CLASS
Oct 19



HW #6 due, Worksheet #4, SPSS #4, Quiz #3

Oct 26



Worksheet #5, SPSS #5

Nov 2



HW #7 due, Quiz #4
Nov 9



HW #8 due, Worksheet #6, SPSS #6

Nov 16



HW #9 due, Quiz #5
Nov 23



HW #10 due, Worksheet #7, SPSS #7

Nov 30



HW#11 due, Quiz #6
Dec 7



Worksheet #8, SPSS #8

*Honor Code:  All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this 


class, and these are detailed in the GMU catalog. Students may 


discuss assignments and work in groups when noted.  Homework 


and quizzes must be completed individually.

