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                       Fall 2004

Instructor:
Michael D. Anderson, Ph.D.

Time/Place:
9:30 AM to 10:20 AM   Monday/Wednesday/Friday   Krug Hall Rm 7
Prerequisites:
PSYC100 and either PSYC 211, 231, or 324, or permission of Instructor

Office Hours:
Mondays and Wednesdays 10:30-11:30AM, or by appointment

   

Adjunct Faculty Office, Room 131 Thompson Hall

Telephone:
(202) 965-4111(voice)             (202) 965-6556 (fax)    

Email

manders1@gmu.edu or westernaddiction@earthlink.net 
Text:                 Comer, Ronald J. (2004). Abnormal Psychology, 5th  Ed. New York:Worth


(required)
Course Outline

Week #
Dates
Lecture Material





Comer Chapter

1
8/30
Introduction







1



9/1
Research in Psychology






2


9/3
Models of Abnormality






3
2
9/6
NO CLASS – Labor Day


9/8
Models of Abnormality






3

9/10
Clinical Assessment, Diagnosis, and Treatment



4
3
9/13
Anxiety Disorders






5

9/15
Anxiety Disorders






5

9/17
Anxiety Disorders,  Stress Disorders




5, 6
4
9/20
Stress Disorders







6

9/22
Somatoform and Dissociative Disorders




7

9/24
Somatoform and Dissociative Disorders




7

5
9/27
Exam # 1

9/29
Mood Disorders







8

10/1
NO CLASS – Conference

6
10/4
Mood Disorders







8



10/6
Treatments for Mood Disorders





9

10/8
Suicide








10
7
10/12*
Eating Disorders






11

10/13
Substance-Related Disorders





12

10/15
Substance-Related Disorders





12
8
10/18
Substance-Related Disorders





12

10/20
Sexual Disorders and Gender Identity Disorder



13

10/22
Sexual Disorders and Gender Identity Disorder



13

9
10/25
Exam # 2



10/27
Schizophrenia







14

10/29
Schizophrenia







14
10
11/1
Treatments for Schizophrenia





15

11/3
Personality Disorders






16

11/5
Personality Disorders






16
11
11/8
Personality Disorders






16

11/10
Personality Disorders






16

11/12
Personality Disorders






16
12
11/15
Disorders of Childhood and Adolescence




17



11/17
Disorders of Childhood and Adolescence




17

11/19
Disorders of Childhood and Adolescence




17
13
11/22
Disorders of Childhood and Adolescence




17

11/24
NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Recess


11/26
NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Recess

14
11/29
Disorders of Childhood and Adolescence




17

12/1
Disorders of Aging and Cognition





18

12/3
Disorders of Aging and Cognition





18
15
12/6
Exam # 3

12/8
Law, Society, and the Mental Health Profession



19

12/10

* On Monday, October 11th, the university will be closed for Columbus Day. Monday classes will         meet on Tuesday, October 12th. Tuesday classes will not meet during this week.
Exam Schedule

Monday, September 27th 

Exam 1


In-Class Objective, Take-Home Vignettes
Monday, October 25th 

Exam 2


In-Class Objective, Take-Home Vignettes

Monday, December 6th 

Exam 3


In-Class Objective, Take-Home Vignettes

Monday, December 13th

Final Exam

Cumulative, Objective and Vignettes

(7:30AM to 10:15AM)

Course Format:
This will be a lecture-style course due to the amount of material that must be 


covered. When time permits, discussion will be encouraged. Questions are welcome 


at any time.

Technology:
A digital projector will be used for graphics and slides.

Exam Description
The first three exams will have both an in-class objective component and a take-home component. The in-class portion of the exams will be entirely objective, e.g. multiple-choice, matching, true/false, fill-in-the-blank), while the take-home portion will present case vignettes and ask you to identify the disorder(s). Exams 1-3 will cover the material presented since the last exam. The final exam will be cumulative. The final will not have a take-home component. The case vignettes will be on the exam itself. Each exam, including the final, will be worth 25% of the final class grade. The lowest exam score will be dropped. Therefore, if a student is satisfied with the grades earned on the first three exams, he/she may refrain from taking the final exam.
Project One
Each student will select an article from the popular press (media) dealing with a mental disorder covered in this course and write an original critique of the article no less than two (2) typewritten or computer printed double-spaced pages in length not counting a cover sheet or reference page. Explain the content of the article; what you found interesting and informative; what future research you would recommend; and how does the information in the article affect man or society? You must attach a photocopy of the article to your paper.
Project Two

Each student will select a journal article from a peer-reviewed scientific or psychology journal dealing with a mental disorder covered in this course and write an original critique of the article no less than two (2) typewritten or computer printed double-spaced pages in length not counting a cover sheet or reference page. Explain the content of the article; what you found interesting and informative; what future research you would recommend; and how does the information in the article affect man or society? You must attach a photocopy of the article to your paper.

Class Participation
Class participation includes up to a maximum of five (5) discretionary points awarded by the instructor based on a student’s displayed interest in the course, frequency and content of questions posed in class, class participation, attendance, and punctuality.
Grading


Exams 


75%  (25% each, lowest dropped)


Project
One

 10%



Project Two

 10%



Class Participation
  5%

Course Grade Equivalencies


A+ 
= 
97.00 to 100.00

B+
=
87.00 to 89.99


A 
=
93.00 to 96.99

B
=
83.00 to 86.99


A-
=
90.00 to 92.99 

B-
=
80.00 to 82.99


C+
=
77.00 to 79.99

D
=  
60.00 to 69.99


C
=
73.00 to 76.99

F
=
0 to 59.99


C-
=
70.00 to 72.99

Course Goals

This is a survey course of abnormal psychology designed to thoroughly acquaint the student with the 

history of mental illness, the diagnostic criteria, etiology, and treatment modalities for most mental 

disorders, the state of current research, and the prospects for the future.

Aids

Purchase of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 4th Edition, is optional.  The 

textbook does a decent job with most of the diagnostic criteria, but the DSM-IV contains a wealth of

more detailed material and helpful methods of diagnosing patients.

The CD-ROM accompanying the textbook contains video presentations, student exercises, and critical thinking activities.
The publisher’s web site is also useful: http://www.worthpublishers.com/comer

Students with a Disability

Every attempt will be made to accommodate students with disabilities. Please see me privately.

GMU Honor Policy
The Honor Code of George Mason University deals specifically with cheating and attempted cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing. 
A. Cheating encompasses the following:

     (1)  The willful giving or receiving of an

            unauthorized, unfair, dishonest, or

            unscrupulous advantage in academic

            work over other students.

     (2)  The above may be accomplished by any

            means whatsoever, including but not

            limited to the following: fraud; duress;

            deception; theft; trick; talking; signs;

            gestures; copying from another student;

            and the unauthorized use of study aids,

            memoranda, books, data, or other 

            information.

     (3)  Attempted cheating.

B.  Plagiarism encompasses the following:

     (1)  Presenting as one’s own the words, the

            work, or the opinions of someone else 

            without proper acknowledgment.

     (2)  Borrowing the sequence of ideas, the

            arrangement of material, or the pattern

            of thought of someone else without

            proper acknowledgment.

C.  Lying encompasses the following: The willful

      and knowledgeable telling of an untruth, as well

      as any form of deceit, attempted deceit, or 

      fraud in an oral or written statement relating to

      academic work. This includes but is not limited

      to the following:

      (1)  Lying to administration and faculty

            members.
    (2)  Falsifying any university document by

            mutilation, addition, or deletion.

     (3)  Lying to Honor Committee members and

            counsels during investigation and hearing.

            This may constitute a second charge, with

            the committee members who acted as judges

            during the specific hearing acting as

            accusers.

D.  Stealing encompasses the following:

     (1)  Taking or appropriating without permission

            to do so, and with the intent to keep or make

            use of wrongfully, property belonging to any

            member of the George Mason University

            community or any property located on the

            university campus.  This includes misuse of

            university computer resources. This section

            is relevant only to academic work and

            related materials.
Infractions of the Honor Code will result in the grade of “0” for the work involved, and immediate referral to the Honor Committee for additional review and disciplinary action

1

