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ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY PSYC 325-006                                 Brittany Mann  FALL 2004

Class Location: Science and Technology 2, Room 9    Class Time: Monday, 7:20 – 10:00

Office Hours:  Tues. & Thurs. 12:00 – 1:00 pm         Office Location: Thompson Hall 131
   Telephone: 703-993-1349 ***Phone is NOT a good way to reach instructor                                              E-mail:  bmann@gmu.edu 
Instructor Mailbox:
Graduate mailboxes (Clinical – Left wall) in David King 2001

TEXT: 

Required Text:
Fundamentals of Abnormal Psychology, Fifth Edition 


      

Ronald J. Comer.  New York: Worth Publishers



             (Note: New text comes with CD-ROM. CD-ROM may be used for    

             homework/extra credit & is highly recommended)




Two free supplemental texts will be handed out in class. It is your responsibility 


to obtain these texts from the instructor.

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GOALS: 

Welcome to Abnormal Psychology! The goal of this course is to introduce you to the concepts of mental health and mental illness; how mental illness is conceptualized, defined and assessed.  The course will present an overview of the major mental “disorders” as classified in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition, Text Revisions.  

GRADING: 

Exams:  There will be four exams in this course.  All exams will be weighted equally and each exam will count for 100 points (25% of your grade).  The first three exams will primarily cover material since the previous exam.  However, exams will be cumulative to the extent that you may be asked to make comparisons or reflect upon new information as it relates to previous course material.  The fourth (final) exam will be cumulative. Only three out of the four total exams will count toward your final grade. You may drop your lowest exam grade.  In the event that an exam is missed, that will be the exam grade that is dropped.  There will be no make-up exams. If you take all three exams and are satisfied with your grade, then you do not have to take the final.  Exams will be primarily multiple-choice and true-false in format, but may contain short essay questions that are required questions or extra credit.   Please bring a scantron sheet, loose leaf paper, and two #2 pencils to each exam.  

Graded In-Class Assignments:  In addition to the exams, there will be graded in-class assignments on a random basis.  If you miss an in-class assignment, you will not be able to make it up unless you have documentation of incarceration, hospitalization, jury duty, death, disability, or a car accident.  There may be times when less severe circumstances cause you to miss or be late to class (i.e., severe traffic, cold/flu, work commitments). In these cases please use the extra credit provision to make-up the assignment.  In-class assignments will count for 10% of your grade.  These assignments will help you to think about the material in a way that will help you prepare for the exams.  Graded in-class assignments are also a way to reward class attendance and class participation as the information will be discussed and the assignments will often be completed in an interactive discussion mode. 

Graded Homework Assignments:  In addition to the exams and in-class assignments, there will be graded homework assignments.  Homework assignments must be turned in on the assigned date in order to receive credit unless you have the above documentation that would allow me to accept a late assignment.  If you know in advance that you will not be able to attend class on a day that homework is due, the assignment must be placed in my box BEFORE the start of class. Homework may include short papers, reviews of video clips, or other assignments designed to enhance your application of the material covered in class and help you to prepare for the exams.  Homework will count for 10% of your grade and may include use of the CD ROM that accompanies the text.

The GMU Honor system and Code will be adhered to in this course.

Extra Credit:  You may earn up to 10 extra credit points. Extra credit opportunities will be announced during class throughout the semester. 

Grading Scale:  A = 93-100; A- = 90-92; B+ = 87-89; B = 83-86; B- = 80-82; C+ = 77-79; C = 73-76; C- = 70-72; D+ = 67-69; D = 60-66; F = 59 or less.

Total Points  (note that 1 exam will be dropped)

Exam 1

100

Exam 2

100

Exam 3

100

Exam 4 (Final)
100

In-class Assignments
  50

Homework

  50




400pts

If your grade averages to less than a C+ after two exams, please make an appointment to meet with me.

FORMAT OF COURSE:
The format of the course will primarily be lecture and discussion.  Class lectures and discussions will begin with the assumption that you have already read the assigned material to be covered on that day.   Class lectures will review the material in the text, clarify difficult material, answer questions, provoke discussions, and present information not covered in the text that will be on the exams.  During discussions, a diversity of viewpoints is welcomed and encouraged. If you miss a class, I strongly recommend that you get the notes from someone else in the class.  If you miss on a regular basis, it is highly likely that you will not have a good enough conceptual understanding of the material to perform well on the exams.  Graded in-class assignments will be on a random basis.  

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF CLASS TOPICS AND EXAMS:  

This schedule may be changed due to inclement weather or pace of the class. You are responsible for changes announced in class, via email or WEBCT.  Supplemental readings may be assigned throughout the semester.

	Aug 30


	Chapter 1 
	Abnormal Psychology Past and Present

	Sep 6
	NO CLASS
	Enjoy Labor Day!

	Sep 13
	Chapters 3 & 4
	Models of Abnormality &

Clinical Assessment, Diagnosis and Treatment

	Sep 14
	
	Last day to add 

	Sep 20
	Chapter 5
	Generalized Anxiety Disorder and Phobias

	Sep 27
	Chapters 5 & 6
	Panic Disorder, OCD, & Stress Disorders

	Oct 1
	
	Last day to drop

	Oct 4
	Exam 1 

Chapter 7

(pp. 200-13)
	Covering Chapters 1, 3, 4, 5, & 6

Somatoform Disorders

	Oct  12

**Class meets on Tuesday this week
	Chapters 8, 9 &10


	Mood Disorders

Suicide and Hopelessness



	Oct 18
	Chapters 11 & 12
	Eating Disorders

Substance Related Disorders and Impulse Control Disorders

	Oct 25
	Exam 2

Chapter 14
	Covering Chapters 7-12

Schizophrenia

	Nov 1
	Chapters 14 & 15
	Schizophrenia and other Psychotic Disorders

	Nov 8
	Chapters 18 & 7 (pp. 213 – 235) 
	Dissociative Disorders

Disorders of Memory and Other Cognitive Functions

	Nov 15
	Chapter 16
	Personality Disorders

	Nov 22
	Chapter 17
	Disorders of Childhood & Adolescence

	Nov 29
	Exam 3

Chapter 13
	Covering Chapters 7 & 14-18

Sexual & Gender Identity Disorders

	Dec 6
	Chapter 19
	Law, Society, and Mental Health Professionals

Wrap-up

	Dec 13 
	Final
	7:30 – 10:15 

Final will be cumulative


ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

 It is the policy of the University to make reasonable accommodations for individuals with disabilities. Students who have special needs because of a physical or learning disability are encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (222 Student Union Building I) at 993-2474. Students who have processed the necessary paperwork with the Disability Resource Center must initiate any request for special accommodation with the instructor immediately, prior to any anticipated need. Such requests will be accommodated within the reasonable constraints of fairness and timeliness with regard to the instructor and the other students enrolled in the course.

ACTIVATION OF GMU EMAIL

Activation of GMU email is required. Students are responsible for checking email, as assignments and notices may be dispersed via email. If you do not regularly check your GMU email, please have you mail forwarded to another account.

To activate GMU email or get a new password and/or login if you lost yours: 

1.
Go to mail.gmu.edu

2.
Click on “Obtain or reset your username/password”

3.
Follow Instructions

To have your GMU email forwarded to another email account:

1.
Login into GMU email

2.
Click on the “Options” button 

3.
Click on the “Settings button

4.
In the box under “Mail Forwarding,” type the email address you want your mail to be forwarded to

5.
Click on “Save Changes”

WEBCT: 

This course will utilize WEBCT. To access WEBCT:

1.
Go to webct38.gmu.edu

2.
Logon. Your username is the first part of your GMU email. For instance, my GMU email is  bmann@gmu.edu" , so my username is bmann. Your password is either the last 4 digits of your SSN or your birthdate month and day. For example, a birthday of January 1st, would have a password of 0101. Please change your password immediately. Visit IRC at  www.irc.gmu.edu"  if you have questions about how to use WEBCT.

