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	Syllabus
Course Description
Course title 

Developmental Disabilities 

Course number 

Psych 592-005 and Psych 892-002 

Course discipline 

Psychology 

Course description 

People with developmental disabilities have cognitive, motor, sensory, and/or other limitations that adversely affect their independent functioning in our society. Typically, these are individuals with conditions such as mental retardation, autism, cerebral palsy, seizure disorders, or muscular dystrophy. This course is an advanced introductory course for upper level undergraduate students or graduate students who are planning a career relevant to this field. A special emphasis will be placed on mental retardation. 

Course date 

Monday, August 30, 2004 through Monday, December 6, 2004

Location 

Psychological Clinic and Center for Cognitive Development, 10340 Democracy Lane, Suite 202, Room 203B

Meeting day(s) 

Monday

Meeting time(s) 

4:30 PM to 7:10 PM 

Course Goals
Course Goals 

The goal of this seminar is to present and discuss state-of-the-art and evidence-based information about developmental disabilities across the life span including epidemiology, etiology, diagnoses, risk factors, prevention, treatment, family issues and systems of care, as well as philosophical, ethical, and legal issues concerning this special needs population. 

Office Hours
Wednesdays, 11:00 AM to Noon

Practicum
20 hour practicum 

Students must sign up for a practicum in one of the collaborating practicum sites. The purpose is to provide some first-hand experience with individuals with disabilities. 

Course Grading
Students can earn a maximum of 100 points. Points can be earned in the following way:

Presentation and paper: 40
Final exam: 50
Supervisor Practicum Report: 8
Student Practicum Report: 2

Unless it becomes necessary to grade performance on the basis of a frequency distribution, the following grading system will be used: A < 89; A- = 85-89; B+ = 80-84; B = 75-79; B- = 72-74; C+ 70-71; C = 68-69. 

Textbooks
Selected readings from:
American Psychiatric Association (1994). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders. Washington, DC: Author (0-89042-062-9).
Baroff, G. (1999). Mental retardation (3rd edition). Philadelphia, PA: Brunner/Mazel (1-58391-001-8).
Burack, J. A., Hodapp, R. M., & Zigler, E. (1998). Handbook of mental retardation and development. New York, NY: Cambridge (0-521-44668-6).
Dykens, E. M., Hodapp, R. M., & Finucane, B. M. (2000). Genetics and mental retardation syndromes. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes (1-55766-471-4).
Jacobson, J. W. & Mulick, J. A. (1996). Manual of diagnosis and professional practice in mental retardation Washington, DC: APA (1-55798-341-0).
Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders

American Journal on Mental Retardation
Research in Developmental Disabilities
Journal of Intellectual Disability Research

Week 1
Topic 

Seminar Orientation 

Date 

Monday, August 30, 2004

Objectives or Goals 

Discussion of the format, purpose, content, goals and organization of the seminar 

Week 2
Topic 

History, Philosophies of Care, and Legislation 

Date 

Monday, September 13, 2004

Readings 

Tba
Week 3
Topic 

Terminology, Definitions, Diagnoses, and Epidemiology of Developmental Disabilities 

Date 

Monday, September 20, 2004

Readings 

Baroff (pages 2 - 25) 
Jacobson & Mulick (chapter 1)
Week 4
Topic 

Etiology 1: Biological Factors

Date 

Monday, September 27, 2004

Readings 

Baroff (chapters 3 and 4) 

Week 5
Topic 

Etiology 2: Psychosocial Factors

Date 

Monday, October 4, 2004

Readings 

Baroff (chapter 5)

Week 6
Topic 

Pervasive Developmental Disorders 1: Autistic Disorder
Date 

Tuesday, October 12, 2004

Readings 

Tba
Week 7
Topic

Pervasive Developmental Disorders: Asperger’s Disorder, Rett’s Disorder, Childhood Disintegrative Disorder, PDD nos.
Date 

Monday, October 18, 2004

Readings 

Tba
Week 8
Topic 

Date 

Monday, October 25, 2004

Readings 

Tba
Week 9
Topic 

Date 

Monday, November 1, 2004 

Readings 

Week 10
Topic 

Date 

Monday, November 8, 2004 

Readings 

Week 11
Topic 

Down Syndrome
Date 

Monday, November 15, 2004

Readings 

Dykens et al. (chapter 3)
Week 12
Topic 

Williams Syndrome
Date 

Monday, November 22, 2004

Readings

Dykens et al. (chapter 4)
Week 13
Topic 

Fragile X Syndrome 
Date 

Monday, November 29, 2004

Readings 

Dykens et al. (chapter 5)
Week 14
Topic 

Prader-Willi Syndrome
Date 

Monday, December 6, 2004

Readings

Dykens et al. (chapter 6)
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