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Psychology 313-003
Child Psychology

TR 10:30 – 11:45
Fall, 2005
Instructor:
Hideko Hamada Bassett
Office:
David King Hall, Room 1024
Office Hours:
Tuesday 12:00 – 1:30, or by appointment

Phone:
703-993-1378 (Do not leave voice mail!!)
Email:
hhamada@gmu.edu (best way to get in touch with me)

Required Text:
How Children Develop (2003) by Siegler, DeLoache, and Eisenberg. Worth Publishers. 
Course Description:  This course describes and investigates the development of physical, cognitive, emotional and social abilities of children.  The course acquaints the students with the complex nature of development and the many factors that influence it.  The multiple influences from genetic and environmental factors and their interaction are explored, major theories are presented and current research is reviewed. 

Course Requirements and Assignments:

1.  Attendance and class participation:  Attendance in class is highly recommended, as exams will focus on material from lecture and class discussion that may not be included in the text. Although the class format is primarily lecture, class participation is encouraged. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to obtain the information from a classmate. 

2.  Exams:  There will be four non-cumulative exams (including the final).  Each exam will be equally weighted.  Questions will be multiple-choice and relative to material covered in the text, lectures, discussions, exercises, films and handouts.  The lowest grade of the first three exams will be dropped.  Students must take the exams on the dates scheduled.  As a result, THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UP EXAMS FOR ANY REASON!!    The final exam cannot be the exam grade that is dropped.  All students must take the final on the day scheduled.  

3.  Quizzes:  Short, 5 question vocabulary quizzes will be given in class the first day chapter material is presented.  These quizzes will be given the first 5 to 10 minutes of class.  Quiz questions will be taken from the terms presented in the margins of each chapter.  There will be a total of 14 quizzes throughout the semester, and your two lowest quiz grades will be dropped at the end of the course. No make-up quizzes will be given.  
4.  In-class assignments: There will be several short in-class assignments that may not be announced. All of these assignments will be worth between 5 to 15 points each. You must be in-class to receive points for the in-class assignments. 

5.  Project: Research Write-up. Students will read and summarize an original research study published in a peer-reviewed journal (Child Development, Developmental Psychology, Social Development are most appropriate) within the past 5 years (2000—present). You must clear your selected article with me before beginning your write-up, and include a copy of the article with your paper. The write-up should include a brief description of the purpose of the study, the methods used, and the results, as well as a paragraph relating this study to course material.  Projects may be emailed to the instructor early, but are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  A project will loose 10 points for every class day it is late.  
Grading:  
Exams (60%): 




300 points (100 points each)

Quizzes and In-class assignments (20%): 
100 points (60 points = quizzes; 40 points =     in-class assignments)

Project (20%):




100 points 


Total points possible:



500 points

A  = 460 -500

B+ = 435 – 449
C+ = 385 - 399
D = 300 –  349

A- = 450 -459  
B    = 415 – 434
C    = 350 – 384
F  = 299 and below




B-   = 400 – 414 
Honor Policy:  Students have the responsibility to know and follow the requirements of the GMU Honor Code.  This code forbids cheating, fabrication or falsification of information, multiple submissions of academic work, plagiarism, abuse of academic material, and complicity in academic dishonesty.  I take the Honor Policy seriously, and expect students to do the same.  See the University Home Page (http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html) for further information.
Requests for Accommodation:  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 

If difficulties arise during the course of the semester, you must inform me immediately.  I will work with you to do well in this course, but I will not hunt you down or make exceptions for “disappearances.”  You can do well in this course if you do three things:

1. Keep up with the class readings.

2. Attend all classes.

3. Complete all parts of each project and turn them in on time. 

Course Outline*

	Date
	Lecture and Discussion
	Project Due/Quiz
	Readings

	Aug 30
	Introduction
	
	

	Sep 1
	History, Themes, and Research Methods
	Quiz
	Chapter 1  

	Sep 6
	Prenatal Development, Birth and Newborn
	Quiz
	Chapter 2 

	Sep 8
	Newborn
	
	Chapter 2

	Sep 13
	Biology & Behavior
	Quiz
	Chapter 3 

	Sep 15
	Biology & Behavior
	
	Chapter 3

	Sep 20
	Exam I
	
	On chapters 1 - 3

	Sep 22
	Cognitive Development
	Quiz
	Chapter 4  

	Sep 27
	Cognitive Development
	
	Chapter 4

	Sep 29
	Infancy
	Quiz
	Chapter 5 

	Oct 4
	Infancy
	
	Chapter 5

	Oct 6
	Language Development
	Quiz
	Chapter 6 

	Oct 11
	No Class

	Oct 13
	Conceptual Development
	Quiz
	Chapter 7 

	Oct 18
	Exam II
	
	On chapters 4-7

	Oct 20
	Intelligence & Academic Achievement
	Quiz
	Chapter 8 

	Oct 25
	Academic Achievement
	
	Chapter 8

	Oct 27
	Social Development
	Quiz
	Chapter 9 

	Nov 1
	Social Development
	
	Chapter 9

	Nov 3
	Emotional Development
	Quiz
	Chapter 10 

	Nov 8
	Emotional Development
	
	Chapter 10

	Nov 10
	Attachment to Others
	Quiz
	Chapter 11 

	Nov 15
	Exam III
	
	On chapters 8-11

	Nov 17
	The Family
	Quiz
	Chapter 12 

	Nov 22
	The Family
	
	Chapter 12

	Nov 24
	Thanksgiving

	Nov 29
	Peer Relationships
	Project/ Quiz 
	Chapter 13 

	Dec 1
	Peer Relationships
	
	Chapter 13

	Dec 6
	Moral Development 
	Quiz
	Chapter 14 

	Dec 8
	Moral Development 
	
	Chapter 14

	Dec 15
	FINAL EXAM
	
	On chapters 12-14


Last day to add - Sept. 13th 
Last day to drop - Sept. 30th
*Course outline is subject to change.  One week notice will be given for any changes to exam dates.
