AMENDED SYLLABUS

Child Psychology

Psyc 313-004, Fall 2005

Instructor: Sara Kalb





Class location: 1010 DK

Office: 1024 DK





Class time: Wed. 7:20-10:00 pm.

Office hours: Wed. 5:30-6:30 or by appointment

Phone: 703-993-2453

*E-mail: skalb@gmu.edu
Goals: The purpose of this course is to give you an overview of development from conception to late childhood, discuss issues in development, and expose you to professional literature in the field.

Required text: Siegler, R., DeLoache, J., Eisenberg, N. (2002). How Children Develop. 1st ed.

Class attendance: Attendance is important because information outside of the text will be presented. In addition, missed in-class assignments will not be made up without a validated excuse.

Additional readings and discussion: Twelve, short readings will be assigned throughout the semester. You will be required to participate in an online discussion for six of the twelve readings. You should pose questions and comments generated from the readings or your may simply reply in a thoughtful, considerate manner to another student’s comments. Comments must be 5 sentences at length. You may write a paragraph explaining your thoughts/questions on the topic, or you may spread these sentences out if you wish to respond to multiple students. You have until the Friday of the week the article is assigned to post your comments. After that they will not be counted. Please post during the appropriate week. See WebCT at http://webct41.gmu.edu to download assigned readings.

In-class assignments: Five in-class assignments will be given at random for three points each. The assignments will be short questions designed to engage the class in the lecture topic.

Exams: Three 50-point exams will be given during the semester worth 50% of your grade. Exam questions may include short-answer, long-answer, and multiple choice. Concerns about grading on exams will be considered only if an exam grade appeal form has been completed. Make-up exams will only be given to students who turn in a make-up request form two weeks prior to the test, unless an emergency arises. Please note that an emergency is not “I overslept”. Grade appeal and make-up forms may be found on WebCt or in my office.

Semester project: You will hand in a literature review, two article summaries from professional journals of articles you will use, and a final 10-12 page paper on your topic. See below for details.

Extra Credit: You will be allowed to do an extra article summary for extra credit. You must put as much effort into this article as you do the other two articles. Additional extra credit may be offered during the semester.

University Honor Code: Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. Details regarding the Honor policy may be found in the 2005-2006 University Course Catalog.

Technology: Students will be expected to access and use WebCT on a regular basis. Outlines, articles, the syllabus, and other forms will be posted on WebCT.

Important: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Deadlines: The last day to add this class is September 13th. The last day to drop this course is September 30th.

Late work: Late work will be accepted up to one week late, for 50% of the points. For each day that it is late, the equivalent of a letter grade will be deducted, up until the 50% point. 

Grading Policy:

	
	Points
	% 

	5 in-class assignments

(3 pts. each)
	15
	5%

	Article discussions

(5 pts. each)
	30
	10%

	Exams

(50 pts. each)
	150
	50%

	Paper topic 
	10
	~3.3%

	Literature search 
	15
	5%

	Article summary (20 pts each)
	40
	~13.3%

	Paper (40 pts)
	40
	~13.3%

	Total:
	300 points
	


	A
	269-300

	B+
	260-268

	B
	239-259

	C+
	230-238

	C
	209-229

	D
	179-208

	F
	178 and below


Schedule: The schedule is subject to change based on the amount of material we are able to cover and any inclement weather. 

	Date
	Topic
	Readings/assignments

	Aug 31
	Introduction, themes, issues, and child development research
	Ch 1: 1-37

	Sep 7
	Prenatal development, birth and the newborn
	Ch 2: 42-79; *Ch 3: 84-100

Reading 1

	Sep 14
	The brain, growth, and infancy
	Ch 3: 100-121; Ch 5: 170-205

Reading 2; paper topic due (please email before class)

	Sep 21
	Infancy, review
	Literature search due

	Sep 28
	Exam 1
	

	Oct 5
	Cognitive development theories
	Ch 4: 126-165



	Oct 12
	Language and concept development Concept development, Social development theories
	Ch 6: 210-247; Ch 7: 252-283; Reading 3, 

Article 1 summary due

	Oct 19
	Social development theories, Emotional development
	Ch 9: 330-367Ch 10: 372-408; Reading 4

	Oct 26
	Emotional development, Attachment, review
	Ch 11: 412-447; Reading 5 Article summary 2 due

	Nov 2
	Exam 2
	

	Nov 9
	Parenting and the family
	Ch 12: 452-489; Reading 6, 7

	Nov 16
	Parenting and the family/Friends, peers, and bullying
	Ch 13: 495-527; Reading 8, 9; Paper due

	Nov 23
	NO CLASS
	

	Nov 30
	Friends, peers, and bullying/ Moral development, prosocial behavior, and aggression
	Ch 14; Reading 10, 11, 12

	Dec 7
	Catch-up/review
	

	Dec 14
	Final Exam
	


Assigned Articles
1) Nash, J. M. (2002, November 10). Inside the womb. Time Magazine, 68-78.

2) Keen, R. (2003). Representation of objects and events: Why do infants look so smart and toddlers look so dumb? Current Directions in Psychological Science, June, 79-83.

3) TBA

4) Cobb, C. D. & Mayer, J. D. (2002,  November). Emotional intelligence: What the research says, Educational Leadership, 14-18.

5) Ainsworth, M. S. (1989). Attachment beyond infancy. American Psychologist, 4,  709-716.

6) Azzerad, J. &  Chance, P. (2001). Why our kids are out of control. Psychology Today,42-48.

7) Kazdin, A. E. Benjet, C. (2003). Spanking and Children: Evidence and Issues. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 99-103.

8) Stepp, L. S. (2003, January 20-26). Raising a nation of crybabies? Washington Post National Weekly Edition, 8-9.

9) Berndt, T. (2002). Friendship Quality and Social Development. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 7-10.

10) Asher, S. R. & Paquette, J. A. (2003) Loneliness and peer relations in childhood. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 12, 75-78.

11) Olweus, D. (2003). A profile of bullying at school. Educational Leadership, 12-17

12) Talbot, M. (2002, February 24). Girls just want to be mean. The New York Times.

Semester Project: Literature review, article reviews, and paper—105 points

Choose a topic of interest that is related to child development. Try to be as specific as possible to make your research easier. If you are stuck for an idea, please see me so we can discuss something that would be motivating for you. Please e-mail me your ideas no later than September 14th.

Literature Review:
To get started, you will need to review the existing literature using Mason’s databases. Follow the links:  www.gmu.edu ( libraries ( databases ( social sciences (or another relevant category, such as Education and Psychology). From here (social science) you may choose one database such as Expanded Academic ASAP or JSTOR. Your other database has to be PsycINFO. Refine your searches to be highly topic-specific, select the top ten relevant articles or book chapters listed, and print them out to include reference information and abstracts (where available). This may take a few times to narrow down your searches to a reasonable amount. In sum, you will need to print and hand in the search history and /or first page of results for TWO databases, and the top ten articles with reference and abstracts provided. 

Article Summaries: You will also need to analytically read and summarize two articles for your paper. Key components of your review should include the purpose of the study, research conducted, findings, implications of the results, and any thoughts or comments. You may do an additional article summary outside of your paper for 15 points, which is equal to 5 % of your grade.

Paper components:

1) Describe the history of your topic. If it is a relatively new topic, make a note of that in your paper and explain why the topic has been overlooked or under-researched. Hint: Papers from respectable sources will explain the history of your topic in the introduction section of the article. You would be wise to read many of these introductions and explore the original sources. Be sure to cite these sources appropriately.
2) Describe current findings and/or theory on your topic. You may use any source you wish, including (but not limited to) journal articles, book chapters, magazines, newspaper articles, and interviews. You need to have at least three empirical articles from peer-reviewed journals. Your reference page should have no less than five sources total.

3) Discuss the implications for real-world applications, such as public policy, education , or parenting practices. 
4) Explain any unfinished business on your topic and ideas for future research. This may include unresolved debates that have been prolonged through history, unexplored areas of your topic, and/or unclear findings. Make it very clear what research still needs to be done and try to generate your own ideas about future research. Hint: In the discussion of empirical journal articles, authors will very often discuss the loopholes of their research and what should be done about it. Read these sections carefully and generate your own thoughts about where research needs to be headed.

Paper details: Your paper should be 10-12 pages long, double-spaced. This does not include a title or reference page. Please use one-inch margins, 12 pt. font, and Times New Roman print. I encourage you to use APA format for citations. Your reference page must include the author, title, source, and volume/edition information. In addition, you must attach copies of the abstracts for the three journal articles you are using for your paper.
Sample topics: Issues with pregnancy, issues with the family (i.e. divorce, blended families, parenting styles), aggression, childhood obesity, suggestibility in children, second language learning, teaching and/or learning styles of children, advertising and children.

