Adolescent Psychology (PSYC 314-003)
Course Instructor:
Megan Scott (mscottf@gmu.edu)



Office Hours:
  131 Thompson Hall;
Tuesday 6-7pm
Class:
East Building, Room 122; Tuesday 7:20 – 10pm



Required Text:
Rice, F.P. & Dolgin, K.G. (2005). The Adolescent: Development, Relationships, and Culture. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Course Overview

This course will describe and examine the emotional, cognitive, social, and biological changes that occur during adolescence.  The course will incorporate a study of multicultural research and perspectives within adolescent psychology.  The course hopes to create an environment that will promote discussion and debate of the information presented in the class, current topics in the field, and student’s experiences.
Course Requirements
Exams (75 points):






There will be four non-cumulative, in-class exams.  Each exam is worth 25 points.  The lowest exam grade will be dropped at the end of the semester.  Exams will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.  The material covered in the text and the lectures will be covered in the exams.  There will be no makeup exams- no exceptions.

Paper (25 points):







Each student will write one paper in which they explain or interpret a topic of interest within Adolescent Psychology.  Papers must be typed and use APA format.  Further instructions for the term paper will be handed out in class.  The term paper is worth 25 points.

Attendance:

Since the student is responsible for the material covered in class and in the text, attendance is very important.  
Grading Scale
98-100= A+, 93-97=A, 90-92=A-, 87-89=B+, 83-86=B, 80-82=B-, 77-79=C+, 73-76=C, 

70-72=C-, 67-69=D+, 63-66=D, <63=F
Disabilities Resources

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 
Honor Code

This course employs the GMU Honor Code.  All work should be your own and should be cited properly using APA format.  Any Honor Code violation will result in a zero for that assignment. If you have not reviewed the student honor code please refer to: http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/services.html
Schedule of Classes
	Date
	Lecture Topic
	Chapter

	Week 1
Aug 30
	Syllabus and Course Overview

Intro to Adolescence Psychology
	1

	Week 2
Sept 6
	No Class (Labor Day)
	

	Week 3
Sept 13
	Turn in Paper Topic

Theories of Adolescence &
Diversity in Adolescence
	2&3

	Sept. 13
	Last day to add classes
	

	Week 4
Sept 20
	Biological Changes: Sexual Maturation and Physical Growth/ Health Behaviors and Attitudes
	4&5

	Week 5
Sept 27
	EXAM 1 (Chapters 1-5)

Cognitive Development
	6&7

	Sept. 30
	Last day to drop
	

	Week 6
Oct 4
	Identity, Ethnicity, & Gender
	8

	Week 7
Oct 11
	Sexual Values & Behavior
	9

	Week 8
Oct 18
	EXAM 3 (6-9)

The Family
	10

	Week 9
Oct 25
	The Family 
Social Development
	11
12

	Week 10

Nov 1
	Adolescent Culture
	13

	Week 11

Nov 8
	Moral Development
	14

	Week 12

Nov 15
	EXAM 3 (12-14)

School
	15

	Week 13

Nov 22
	Work and Vocation
	16

	Week 14

Nov 29
	TERM PAPER DUE

Adolescent Alienation (Runaways, Suicide, Delinquent Behaviors)
	17

	Week 15

Dec 6
	Substance Abuse
	18

	Tues. Dec 13
(7:30 pm- 10:15pm)
	FINAL EXAM (Chapters 15-18)
	


PAPER GUIDELINES

6 - 8 page Paper:  25 points (25% of your grade)
1. Explain/interpret one topic/issue of interest to you regarding adolescent development.  For example, you could choose dating, identity development, ethnic differences in adolescents, sex education, eating disorders, substance use, etc. as your topic/issue of interest.  Try to integrate one theory we have discussed in class as you consider the topic and related research.
2. Papers will be evaluated based on organization, writing and your presentation of the material discussed your text and in class, as well as empirical research, to explain your issue/topic.  

3. You must use at least three (3) empirical sources to support your argument.  These can be books, journal articles, etc.  These sources cannot be other textbooks.  List these sources at the end of your paper.  

4. Use APA format throughout your paper (including title page and reference page). Papers must be typed, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins and in 12-point font.    

5. Papers are due in class on November 29.  No late papers will be accepted.   

