Psychology 465-001:  History and Systems of Psychology
Fall, 2005

   M-W-F, 11:30—12:20
                         Lecture Hall Rm.2

Instructor:  David Silber
    
              Office: Thomson 131
                     Phone: 993-1349    
Email: dsilber@gmu.edu





              Office hour: Wed., 1:30-2:20
Text:  Viney, W. & King, D. B.  A History of Psychology:  Ideas and context, 3rd edition.  Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2003.  (There may be other readings assigned.)

Technology:  Overhead projector may be used.  You are free to use the World Wide Web for resources for your paper (see below) with approp0riate citations.
Course Goals:A review of how philosophy, medicine and general inquiry have  shaped psychology.  An overview of the people, their ideas, and  basic systems of psychology from its beginnings to the present. 
Grading:  Two quizzes (30%), two exams (50%), and one paper on a figure in the History of Psychology (20%).  Hint:  if you can answer the review questions at the end of each chapter, you will do WELL on the tests.  
SYLLABUS
(May be subject to change.  Changes will be announced it class.  It is your responsibility to be in class to note any.)

	Dates:       
	Topic
	Assignment: 

	8/29--9/02
	Introduction to course.  Requirements, exams, etc.   

Why, oh why, oh Why:  History and basics as related to psychology 
	Text, Chapters 1 and 2.

	9/7—9/9
	Ancient philosophy and theories of mind
	Text, Chapter 3

	9/12—9/16
	Between Rome and the end of the Medieval Age.
	Text, Chapters 4 and 5. 

	9/19—9/23
	Empiricism in the 17th and 18thCentury
	Chapter 6

	                  First Quiz, September 23th, last 30 minutes of class.     Chapters 1-3. (15%)

	9/26—9/30
	Rationalism in the 17th and 18th Century
	Chapter 7

	10/3—10/7
	The rise of interest in “the proper study of man is man.”
	Chapter 8

	10/11—10/14
	Humanitarianism and naturalism—and the question of witchcraft

Monday, October 10, is Columbus Day; we meet on Tuesday.
	Chapter 9

	10/17—10/21
	The formal founding of psychology, roots in Philosophy, trunk in 
Physiology, Wundn’t you know it, we got psychophysics
	Chapter 10 and 11

	                   First exam, October 21st,  Chapters 4—10 (25%)

	10/24—10/28
	Functionalism and the recognition of individual differences 
	Chapter 12

	10/31—11/4
	Behaviorism from the work of Pavlov, the view of Watson
	Chapter 13

	11/7—11/11
	Behaviorism from the work of B. F. Skinner & others
	Chapter 14

	11/14—11/18
	The discovery of the unconscious: Freud and psychoanalysis
	Chapter 16

	                   Second Quiz, November 21,  Chapters 11—13 (15%)
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SYLLABUS (continued)

	November 23—27: Thanksgiving recess. 

	11/28—12/2
	An alternate viewpoint: Gestalt psychology
	Chapter 15

	12/5—12/10
	The humanistic tradition and Carl Rogers
	Chapter 17

	12/10: last day of classes.  Paper due (20%) . Second exam (25%) to be scheduled during final
exam period, chapters 14—Epilogue. 


GMU Honor policy.  As mature adults, you are expected to know and follow the GMU Honor Code.  See: www.gmu.edu/catalog/acadpol.html#Honor.    Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. 
Documented Disabilities.  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 702-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Add/Drop dates.  September 13th is the last day to add courses.  September 30th is the last day to drop this, or any other course. 

Possible extra credit:  You may be able to gain an extra hour of course credit by enrolling Psychology 328.  See the undergraduate office for more information. 

Course written paper guidelines and requirements.  Please read this

carefully; if you have questions, see me or ask during class.
      A research paper that investigates/expands upon the views and psychological ideas of a person in your text is required.  It must be written in APA style, including citations and the reference section.  The minimum length is eight printed/typed pages (handwritten is not acceptable), while the maximum length is 16 pages, no to include the references.   Be certain the title of the paper includes the person you are writing about.  Be sure to include your name, and Psychology 465-001 as identifiers. .  

      You select the figure in the history of psychology and submit it along with a paragraph explaining your choice of that person by Veteran’s Day, November 11. 
      You may consult academic journals (e.g., the History of Psychology or Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences ), other texts (E.G., The Discovery of the Unconscious), Biographies and autobiographies (for example, Hall’s The life and Confessions of a Psychologist), and—of course—original writings.  All sources must be referenced.  If you use the world wide web for research, you must cite your sources adequately.  (Be wary of the WWW: there is a fair amount of inaccurate information there.) 
       This paper is due the last class period, December 10th.  Late papers will lose credit; papers presented after the end of the exam period (December 20th) will receive no credit. 
