Psychology 301, 1

Psychology 301 (Sections 201 & 202)

RESEARCH METHODS IN PSYCHOLOGY

Spying, 2001

Instructor:
Michael R. Dudis
E‑mail:
mikedudis@hotmail.com

Office:
TBA
Phone:
(571) 432‑0740

Office Hrs:
Wednesday, 1:00 ‑ 2:00

REQUIRED MATERIALS: I . MELLAB. Psychological software. (Purchase new copies only!) 2. Thaiss, C., & Sanford, J. (2000). Writing for Psychology. New York: Allen & Bacon.

RECOMMENDED TEXTS:

American Psychological Association (1994). Publication Manual of the American

Psychological Association (Fourth Edition).

LAB OBJECTIVES:

The primary goals of this lab are for students to: 1) achieve a solid understanding of experimental design, 2) learn and interpret scientific report writing in psychology using APA format, 3) apply statistical principles as they relate to experimentation and,  gain a greater appreciation of experimentation in the psychological sciences. In order to achieve these goals, we will be discussing the essential components of APA manuscripts while conducting various experiments with the Mel‑Lab software.

LAB REQUIREMENTS:

This is a writing intensive lab! There will be multiple written assignments, some more extensive than others, that will constitute a majority of your grade: a formal paper on a lab experiment that we will conduct in class, an experimental proposal (written in APA style) on a topic of your choice, and several assignments related to the parts of an APA manuscript. The content of these assignments will be based on in‑class experiments and discussions. You are also expected to come prepared to lab and participate actively.

GRADING CRITERIA: Grades for this course will be determined as follows:

	Paper #1
	100 pts

	Final Proposal/Project
	100 pts

	Group Survey Construction & Administration
	25 pts

	Survey - Results Section
	20 pts

	Observation Write-up (Method Section)
	20 pts

	Observation Study
	20 pts

	Final Proposal Presentation
	20 pts

	Introduction Draft (Paper #1)
	10 pts

	Article
	5 pts

	Class Participation
	80 pts

	Total
	400 pts


The grade distribution will adhere to the standard university distribution: A (94‑100), A‑ (90‑93), B+ (87‑89), B (84‑86), B‑ (80‑83), C+ (77‑7‑9), C (70‑76), D (60‑69). While the final distribution will be no more stringent than that above, I reserve the right to make it less stringent‑ based on final grades. Keep in mind that a minimum grade of C is required to receive credit for this course.
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Course Policies:

I
Lab attendance is strongly encouraged. While attendance is not mandatory, you must attend lab

in order to receive credit for participation, which is a significant portion of your grade. In

addition, labs are essential for completing your assignments (i.e., some material covered in lab

will not be found in the lab manual). Students are responsible for all notes, data, and assignments

covered in the lab.

2.
Late papers will not be accepted! All assignments must be completed by the date they are due

or no credit will be given. If you cannot attend class, assignments i‑nust be in my mailbox prior to

the beginning of class unless you have a legitimate excuse (i.e., a medical excuse with proper

documentation).

HONOR CODE:

All exams and reports must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described in the GMU catalog. Lab reports are expected to be the student's own work. This work includes library references, statistics, and reports of the research studies. Quoting should be minimal in lab reports and appropriate citation must be given. Violation of the honor code will result in a failing grade for the assignment and/or course, as well as referral to the honor committee. Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course.

TENTATIVE OUTLINE

	Dates
	ToRi-C
	Assignments (due n t class)

	
	
	

	1/22
	Introduction and overview of APA style
	Obtain lab materials

	1/29
	Writing a Method & Results Section
	1) Article

	2/5
	Observational Method/ In-class writing workshop
	1) Observational Groups

2) Method Section

	2/12
	Correlational Methods/ Survey Construction
	1) Complete Survey

	2/19
	Continue Discussion of Survey Construction
	1) Survey Administration

2) Results Section

	2/26
	Memory Experiment/ Writing an Introduction Section
	1) Rough Draft of Introduction

	3/5
	Spring Break!
	

	3/12
	Writing a Discussion Section & Abstract/ In-class 

workshop for Introduction drafts
	1) Paper #1

	3/19
	Prisoner's Dilemma Experiment
	

	3/26
	Introduction to Final Proposal/ Short-term Memory

Experiment
	1) Begin literature search

2) List of abstracts/articles

	4/2
	Lexical Decision Experiment/ Proposal Discussion
	1) Rough Draft of Abstract

	4/9
	Peer review of abstracts/ Stroop Experiment
	1) Work on Proposal

	4/16
	Human Factors Experiment
	1) Work on Proposal (draft)

	4/23
	Peer review of proposals/ Writing an Informed Consent
	1) Final Proposal

2) Proposal Presentations

	4/30
	Class Presentations
	Proposal Due in lab- No late

papers


