PSYCHOLOGY 301 (Research Methods in Psychology)


Spring 2001, Lab Sections 203/204

Instructor: Jonathan Kaplan


Office: Robinson Hall, Room B209


Office Hours: Thursdays Ipm‑2pm


Email: jkaplan@mason.gmu.edu

Lab Goals:

I . To Learn and Understand Experimental Design

2. To Learn and Interpret Scientific Report Writing in Psychology Using APA

Format

3. To Gain an Understanding of How to Apply Statistical Principles

4. To Facilitate Understanding of the Role of Experimentation in the

Psychological Sciences

To summarize, the goal of this lab section is to ensure that each student leaves this course with an understanding of how and why experiments are used in psychology, how to create experiments, and feeling capable of developing a research idea, conducting a study, analyzing the collected information, and reporting the results in APA format. This class will help students to develop independent psychology research skills.

Required Lab Texts:

I . MELLAB. Psychological Software.

**Remember: Only NEW copies of the software are to be used**

2. Writing in Psychology, by Thaiss and Sanford

An easy‑to‑use guide that students find extremely helpful.

It is also strongly recommended that you purchase a copy of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (4 th Edition), an essential reference for all of the writing in this course.

Assignments:

**Lab Grades Will Count For 40% of each Student's Grade In This Course

All assignments must be turned in ON TIME. Late assignments are not accepted.

Students are expected to hand in their own original work, and are therefore accountable for all materials provided to the instructor.

Lab Assignments are to be turned in directly to your TA, Jonathan Kaplan. If this is not possible, students must bring papers to the undergraduate Psychology office in David King Hall where an office employee will sign and date your paper before it is placed in my box. Additionally, students must sign the log sheet at the desk.

Students are expected to turn in copies of ALL reference articles for complete papers.

Point Values for Assignments in Psychology 301 Labs

Class Participation:      80 Points (Includes in‑class writing, in‑class


experiments, discussion)

Article:
5 Points

Observation Study:
20 Points

Observation Write‑Up (Method):
20 Points

Group Survey Construction and


Administration:

25 Points

Survey ‑ Results Section:
20 Points

Introduction Draft (Paper 1):
10 Points

Completed Paper 1:
100 Points

Final Project:
100 Points

Final Project Presentation:
20 Points

Total: 400 Points

Course Outline and Schedule (Changes will be announced in class)

DATE
TOPIC
ASSIGNMENT

January 16th
Introduction/Lab Goals

January 23th
APA Format
Journal Article (Due 1/30)


Method/Results, References

January 30th
Observational Studies
Method Section (Due 2/6)

February 6th
Designing Surveys


and Correlational Studies
Group Survey (Due 2/13)

February 13th
Survey Design
Administer Survey (Due2/20)



Results Section (Due 2/20)

February 20th
Memory Experiment
Introduction Draft (Due 2/27)


Writing Introductions

February 27th
APA Writing Workshop
Full Paper (Due 3/15‑Thurs)

March 6th
NO CLASS ‑ SPRING BREAK

March 13 th
Prisoner's Dilemna

March 20th
Final Proposal Preparation Articles ‑ Proposal (Due3/27)


Short‑term Memory Experiment

March 27th
Proposal Abstract
Proposal Topic Approved


Lexical Decision
by Jonathan (by 4/3)



Abstract (Due 4/3)

April 3rd
Abstract Presentation


Stroop Effect

April 10th
Final Project


Human Factors

April 17th
Preparation of Final
Final Proposal / Presentation


Project and Presentation
(Due 4/24)

April 24 Ih
Presentations
Brief Presentation



Turn in Final Project

