Psychology 301 Lab

Research Methods in Psychology

Spring 2001

Instructor:
Michael Bombardier

Phone:
(703) 204‑1846

,Office hours:
12:15‑ 1:15 Fridays

Email:
mbomb22@hotmaii.com

Texts:
MELLAB. Psychological software. This material is


required and please be sure that you only purchase


new copies of this software.

Class Meetings: The Psychology 301 lab will meet in room 1005 of


David King Hall at the following times:


Section 205: Wednesdays 12:30pm‑2:20pm


Section 206: Wednesdays 2:30pm‑4:20pm

About Psychology 301 lab

Psychology 301 lab is not separate from, but part of Psychology 301. The goals of Psychology 301 lab are as follows: 1) to teach scientific Report writing using APA style, 2) reinforce the understanding of experimental design through laboratory exercises/assignments, and 3) allow students to experience a wide array of research methodologies and designs using computerized experiments and assignments. The lab portion of Psychology 301 will account for 400/o of your final grade in the course.

Honor Code

All assignments and reports must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described by the GMU catalog. Other students may be consulted, but lab reports are expected to be the student's own work! Plagiarism will not be tolerated. This includes library references, statistics, and reports of research studies. Quoting should be minimal in lab reports and appropriate citations should be given. Students may, of course, seek help in answering questions pertaining to general lab procedure, statistics, and statistical procedures, APA style and format, etc.

Lab Plan*

	Date
	Lab Topic 
	Lab Assignment

	1/17
	Introduction and overview of APA Style.
	

	1/24
	Importance of APA format. Discussion of methods 
	Obtain a

	
	and results sections.
	psychological

	
	
	research article and

	
	
	prepare a brief oral

	
	
	presentation.

	1/31 
	Observational study in lab. Observational research 
	Write observational

	
	and inter-rater reliability discussion. In class
	methods section for

	
	writing workshop on writing methods section for 
	out of class

	
	each group's out of observational group
	observation

	
	assignment.
	assignment.


	2/7
	Standardized survey completed in class.
	Complete surveys

	
	Instruction of correlation coefficient r. Group
	for next week.

	
	survey writing project (in class). Method section
	

	
	due.
	

	2/14
	Methods section returned and discussed.
	Administer survey to

	
	Construction of survey using Likert scale in class.
	6-8 people (at least

	
	Discussion of item selection, operational
	4 of which are non-

	
	definitions, and construct reliability.
	college students).

	
	
	Write results section

	
	
	for survey.

	2/21
	Results section due in class. Memory experiment
	Write rough draft of

	
	done in class. This will be the basis of first major
	introduction for

	
	paper! Discussion of research design, introduction
	memory experiment.

	
	section. Time permitting, writing workshop on
	

	
	introduction section.
	

	2/28
	Results section handed back and discussed. Peer
	Memory experiment

	
	review of memory experiment introductions. In
	paper due Friday

	
	class writing workshop on abstract, methods,
	after spring break.

	
	results, and discussion sections.
	

	3/14
	Memory experiment paper due this Friday
	

	
	(2/16). Prisoner's dilemma experiment in  lab
	

	
	(3.0).
	

	3/21
	Final proposals discussed. Short-term memory
	Begin lit search on

	
	experiment (mel lab 2.6)
	proposed topic. List

	
	
	of abstracts or

	
	
	articles for next

	
	
	week. (6 references

	
	
	required for final

	
	
	proposal).


	3/28
	Memory experiment papers returned by this date.
	Abstract on proposal

	
	Lexical decision experiment completed and
	topic-brief

	
	discussed (mel lab 2.1). Discussion of final
	discussion of

	
	proposal designs.
	literature, what will

	
	
	be done, what

	
	
	expected to find,

	
	
	and potential

	
	
	implications.

	4/4
	Human factors experiment (mel lab 4.1) completed 
	Rough draft of final

	
	and discussed. Abstracts presented in class.
	proposal due next

	
	
	week.

	4/11 
	Final proposal discussed, problems addressed.
	

	
	Peer review of rough drafts, TA feedback given.
	

	4/18 
	Discussion of final proposals, preparation of 
	Final Proposal due

	
	overheads.
	next class session.

	4/25 
	Final proposals due beginning of class. Class
	

	
	presentations of final proposals-must have at least
	

	
	one overhead.
	


* These topics, assignments and dates are subject to change Any changes will be announced during class.

Point Values for Each Assignment in Psychology 301 Labs

Class participation 
80 points

(Includes in‑class writing, peer/group reviews and writing, participating in the in‑class experiments, inclass discussions, design critiques)

Article
5 points

Observation Study
20 points

Observation write‑up (Method)
20 points

Group survey construction &
25 points

administration

Survey ‑ Results section
20 points

Introduction Draft (Paper 1)
10 points

Completed Paper 1
100 points

Final Project
100 points

Final Proposal Presentation
20 points

Total 400 points

Breakdown of points for grading complete papers (This is a guideline for you to use)

Title page
2 points

Abstract
8 points

Introduction
25 points

Method
15 points (total)


Participants
2 points


Apparatus
3 points


Procedure
10 points

You may require a design section and reallocate the points if you choose)

Results ‑ written
10 points

Figure/Table
5 points

Discussion
20 points

References
5 points

(Papers must have at least 5 references or no credit is given.)

Overall paper quality
10 points

(Evaluation by instructor regarding overall quality of paper. May include format, organization, grammar

and written quality)

