PSYCHOLOGY 31‑, (004 I ‑ Child Psychology

SPRING 2001

Monday 4:30‑7: 10 pm
ROB B202

INS TRUCT OR:
Dr. Patricia Wanschura


Office:   David‑King  2020/Phone 703 993‑4118


Email:   pwanschu@gmu.edu


Office Hrs: Mon – 1:30-4:15 pm;  Fri 1:30-2:45 pm, (except 2/9; 3/2; 3/30; 4/20 – stat retakes) 


Other times by appointment

Text:
Berk, L.(2000). Child Development (5th ed). Needham Heights, MA: Allyn and Bacon.


STUDY GUIDE optional (Many students find it helpful)

GOAL: W e will study the development of children from conception to age 12 in such area as physical, cognitive,

language, emotional, self, moral, gender, and social development. Our goal is to use theory, research and observation to deepen our understanding and awareness of children.

EXAMS: There will be 4 exams. Each exam will consist of both objective (multiple choice, true/false, matching) and short‑answer and essay questions. You will need a  GREEN scantron ‑ the older one without the student 1D) works best. (70 pts each)

FINAL EXAM: The final exam will be cumulative, all objective, and OPTIONAL. It call be used to replace an exam

That was  missed or one whose is lower than you would like. I would suggest a  study strategy of reviewing old quizzes and looking over chapter  summaries.  One-third of the questions will be taken from old exams. (70 pts)

If you are unable to make an exam (e.g. illness, business, etc.), you must leave a message on my voice mail or e-mail BEFORE the scheduled exam.  Otherwise, you will have to use the final to replace it.

PAPERS:

1) INTERACTION: There will be one interaction project (e.g. doing a Piagetian task with a 3 yr old), Details will


be given in class. We will discuss informed consent and give suggestions. (20 pts)

2) JOURNAL CRITIQUE: There will be one short journal article critique. It will require 1 recent (i.e. last 3 years) research article (e.g. one with intro, method, results and discussion) from a formal psychology journal. Details to follow, including a list of acceptable journals. You will need to include a copy of the article with the paper. A specific format will be given. ( 12 pts)

ON‑LINE QUIZZES: There will be 4 on‑line practice quizzes. They will be up on Web CT for  a fixed period of time. For any quiz you complete and earn at least 70%, you will get two points extra credit, for a possible total of' 8 pts extra credit.

DISCUSSIONS: We will periodically break into groups for discussions or group projects. THREE of these will be documented by a written record from the group, signed by all the members. You can make up ONE of the three, if you happen to miss one of these documented discussions, by writing up the topic on your own and turning it in by April 23. (3 pts each)

APPLICATIONS: Almost every class, you will have an opportunity to provide an example or suggest an application in your present or future life for the material covered that week. You must be present in class to do the application. (2 pts each) (Count 8, drop I). If you have all 9, the 9th can be counted as extra credit.

EXTRA CREDIT: There will be 2 extra credit true/false questions on each exam. In addition, you can clip one article from a recent newspaper or magazine or print an article from the internet on a topic relevant to the course. The article should be turned in with a cover sheet including the name and source of article and several sentences

commenting on its value, interest, support of text, contradiction to text ‑ something that would encourage me to read the article. The extra credit on‑line quizzes and applications are discussed above.

GRADES:

Grades will be based on a total of 337 points ‑ Exams(4) (70 pts each) ‑ 280; Interaction ‑ 20 pts;

Journal critique ‑ 12 pts; Discussions(3) (3 pts each) ‑ 9; Applications (9) (2 pts each, drop 1) ‑ 16. Letter grades

will be A= 313.5 pts; A‑ = 303.5 pts; B+ = 293 pts; B = 279.5 pts; B‑ = 269.5 pts; C+ = 259.5 pts; C = 236 pts; D =‑ 202;          F(below 202).

DUE DATES: Papers are due by the end of class on the date listed on the syllabus. There will be a 10% reduction in grade if it's late, but received BEFORE the next class; 20 % if received in the next class, continuing in 20% increments per class, until Apr 23. NO papers will be accepted after 7:10 pm on Apr 23.

HONOR CODE: All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class.

I will be attempting to use Web CT for the first time, so bear with me, please. I hope to have the syllabus and assignments on a website, a bulletin board for discussions, though I will only visit periodically, so the discussion will be primarily with your classmates, quizzes on‑line for extra credit, and grades which you can check at your convenience. Wish us luck!

SYLLABUS*

M 1/22 Chapters I & 2

M 1/29 Chapters 2 & 3; A I

M 2/5 Chapters 3 & 4; A2

M 2/12 EXAM I (Ch 1‑4); Chap 5; A 3

M 2/19 Chapters 6 & 7; A4

M 2/26 Chapters 7 & 8; D I; JOURNAL article due

M 315 SPRING BREAK

M 3/12 Chapters 8 & 9; A5

M 3/19 EXAM 2 (Ch 5‑8); Chap 10; D2

M 3/26 Chapters 10 & 11; A6

M 4/2 Chapters 11 & 12; A7; INTERACTION due

M 4/9 EXAM 3 (Ch 9‑12); Chap 13; A8

M 4/16 Chapter 14; D3

M 4/23 Chapter 15; A9

M 4/30 EXAM 4 (Ch 13‑15)

M 5/7 FINAL EXAM (Ch ]‑ 15) (Optional),‑ 4:3 0‑7: 10 pm

A I refers to Application I

D I refers to Discussion 1

1/23 Last day to drop with no tuition liability

2/16 Last day to drop without dean's permission

* Syllabus subject to change as necessary

There's a GMU developmental psychology web page ‑‑‑ www.hfac.gmu.edu/developmental/

