Adolescent Psychology: Psyc 314

Spring 2001 ‑ Teresa L. Mason

Class Meetings: R 7:20‑10 p.m.
Office hours: R 4:00‑5:00 p.m. or by appt.

Class Location: R B222
Phone: 703‑591‑0520

Office Location: Room 1004, basement of DK Hall

email: tmason@gmu.edu

Texts: Adolescence and emerging adulthood: A cultural approach , Jeffrey Jensen Arnett

Course Objectives:

This course is intended to give you a developmental view of adolescence. You are expected to read the assigned chapters BEFORE the class meeting. This is very important because participation will be expected. Discussion and participation will make up a substantial part of your grade. Questions and comments are always welcome.

Exams:

There will be 3 exams given during the semester including a mandatory final exam. In the event of a serious illness or emergency, you must contact me BEFORE the scheduled exam to discuss a make‑up. These exams will be based on material from the textbook, the lectures, and discussions.

Writing:

You will be responsible for a short essay. I will describe this in more detail at a later date.

Class participation:

Each student will be required to participate in class discussions, especially the group discussions that will be scheduled throughout the semester. You will not be graded for your attendance, but if you are not in class then it will be impossible for you to earn participation credit.

Grading:

Exams will comprise 50% of your grade, the group project/presentations will be 20% of your grade, the short writing assignment will be 15%, and class participation will count as 15% of your grade.

Miscellaneous:

• The syllabus is subject to change ‑ any changes will be announced in class.

• The best way to reach me is email ‑ I check this at least 3 times a day.

• The university honor code will be enforced.

• Any disabilities will accommodated

Part 1: Theories of Development

Date
Topic
Readings
Jan. 18
Introduction & History of Adolescence 
Ch. 1

Jan. 25
Physical Development
Ch. 2

Feb. I
Cognitive Development
Ch. 3

Feb. 8
Moral Development/Review
Handout

Feb. 15
Exam I / Start Families

Part 11: Relationships

Date
Topic
Readings

Feb. 22
Families
Ch. 7

March I
Peers
Ch. 8

March 8
Sexuality/Dating
Ch. 9

March 22

Exam 11

Part III: Context

March 29

School
Ch. 10

April 5
Culture/Gender
Ch. 4, Ch. 5

April 12
Problems
Ch. 13

April 19
Problems

April 26
Current topics

May 3
Exam III (Final) 7:30pm ‑ 10: 15pm

