PSYC 211-003 Spring 2002  Dr. Robert Pasnak DBKing Rm 2049

703 993 1354; 703 250 6226 I welcome calls at either number.  Feel free to call from 8 AM until 11 PM    rpasnak@gmu.edu

Hrs. T 10:45-11:45, R 3:15-4:15 & appt & drop-in

Planned approach: We will discuss theories of child development that have held up well under scientific examination; i.e. they turn out to hold more than a little of the truth.  We will also study the facts that have been discovered in important areas of developmental psychology where no theory is currently viable. I hope that you will better understand things you have encountered or will encounter in your life.  I will also try to alert you to skills that will be necessary if you are to put your college education to work for you after you graduate.  That may be more important than the first two goals -learning facts and learning theories. I will provide the opportunity for all of three of these things as well as I can provide it, but it is up to you to make the best of it.  Even if you are taking the course only because you must, some of the content should be appealing.

     It is very helpful if you read the material beforehand, but you should always ask about anything that is unclear, and be bold enough to venture guesses in class.  Whether you are right or wrong youll remember the answer; passive people forget too much.

It is potentially useful to know that 33% of American infants are insecurely attached to their parents, that only 1/6 of us become senile, or that 1/7 preschool/day care centers are high quality, etc.  That is much better than knowing only what you already know - that some infants are not securely attached, some people become senile, or some day care centers are high quality.  You will have to be able to translate percentages to fractions and vice versa, at least roughly.  If you don't remember how to do this, don't despair.  Few people do the arithmetic; most simply memorize the decimal or percentage equivalents of common fractions, at least roughly .  If you haven't, it is about time you joined the rest of us and committed the following approximations to memory, like you memorize phone numbers and addresses:  19/20=95%  7/8, 9/10, 8/9 or 11/12 = 90%  5/or 6/7 = 85% or 4/5 = 80%  3/4 = 75%  2/3 = 67%   5/8, or 3/5 = 60% 1/2 = 50%   3/8 or 2/5 = 40%  1/3 = 33%  1/4 = 25%  1/5 = 20%  1/6 or 1/7 = 15%  1/8, 1/9, 1/10, 1/11, or 1/12 = 10%  1/20 = 5%

Almost everyone has memorized the exact equivalences, but you can get by on your exams with the approximations above.  

This class meets for 75 minutes per day. Notice that one day's absence is equivalent to half a week's absence during the regular semester! Attendance last semester was very poor, and grades suffered tremendously. If you know that your attendance tends to be irregular, you should drop this class.  The tests are based primarily on the lectures! If you do have to miss a day, enter late, or leave early, don't explain; I know that you'll have a very good reason.  Exception: exams must be turned in for scoring before leaving the classroom.
Class Web Page: This class has a mandatory web page. You can reach it by going to webct.gmu.edu and looking for PSYC 211 section 003. You should find the web page helpful.  You can track your grades and catch any errors.  You can do extra credit work.  You can practice for exams with questions taken from old exams!

STEPS TO LOG ONTO WebCT: There are other ways to do it, but this will work:  1.Go to www.gmu.edu 2.Click on students 3.Click on WebCt 4.Click on See Courses 5.Click on Spring 2002(then when all Fall courses show‑up) 6.Click  on PSYCH 211‑003 Life Span Development (Spring 2002)(Pasnak) 7. A screen will show up asking you to register with your GMU user name and your password(last four digits of social security number). To remember your password it will ask you to chose a kind of question you likely would not forget and answer.  This will help you if you forget your password, or somehow all of sudden it would not take your password. You are all set in and ready to log in.  In the address space type webct.gmu.edu   Click Log on to My WebCT and follow directions.

If you have any difficulty getting on the class web page, go to IRC in Rm 104 Robinson A.  They can help you with this kind of problem.

Course grade: Your course grade depends on how many points you earn.  There are 167 possible points; 159 on exams and 8 extra credit. You will need 135 points to get an A, 120 to get a B, 105 for a C, and 90 to pass.  Notice that calculating your grades in terms of percentages is irrelevant and foolish.  Only your point total counts. Because of an internal problem I cannot correct, the class web page says that there are 226 possible points.  That is erroneous and irrelevant.

Exams: You must purchase scantrons and pencils for the exams.  The green scantrons sold in the bookstore will work; red or orange ones will not.

There are three exams that each have 50 regular T-F and multiple choice questions and 3 bonus questions. One bonus question taps your knowledge of this syllabus, one taps your ability to recognize fractions as percentages, and one taps your ability to recognize errors in a simple sentence.  None of these exams are comprehensive (cumulative), including the final exam. Notice that the final exam is offered at a different time than the other exams. It will not be given earlier or later for any reason, so if you have a wedding to attend, apartment to vacate, surgery scheduled, tickets for a trip to Asia, etc. that prevents your attendance at 8:20 AM on 5/14, you will receive a 17 for your final exam grade. Drop the course now! Do not ask for an exception.

Make-ups: There are no make-up exams, unless you can submit medical documentation that you were unable to attend the examination you missed.  In the absence of such documentation, you will receive a chance score (17 Points)so don't miss any if you can possibly help it. Anyone missing an exam who has documented a medical reason must take a comprehensive (cumulative) make up exam at 9:20 AM 5/14, the day of the final exam. There is no other make-up. Of course I understand that none of us can control everything; accidents and illnesses happen - but I hope not to you, not now. 

Exams are based on material from the three texts, one Xerox, and lectures.  Relatively few pages are assigned each night from the Hoffman text.  I have tried to give you a chance to learn the more important things thoroughly by limiting the assignments.  Please do your part.  The children's books Dear Mr. Henshaw and Strider are important when we study divorce.  They are easy to read, but have 280 pages - too much to read comfortably in two nights.  The For Better or Worse (Valeries Divorce) Xerox is also important then.

When studying for exams, give first priority to material covered in both lectures and texts, second priority to material covered only in lecture, and third to that covered only in the text or in films.  There will be very straight forward questions from each source, but more from those in the priority listed.

Extra credit:
[a] On 4/23 Ill pass out a 2-point extra credit assignment based on the Fault Line article, due 4/25. It MUST be typed, and cannot be turned in late.  If you do it, whatever points you earn will be added to your total points. The Fault Line article is in the coursepack you purchase in the book store, together with the article entitled Valeries Divorce (or For Better or Worse). These are shelved in the basement in an area separate from the shelves for textbooks.  

[a] You can earn 3 points (one each) by turning in three 100 word summaries of articles from the class web page between 2/26 and 3/21. These summaries must include the name of the article. If the article is more than one page you must summarize all of the pages to earn your point. The articles titled Not OK Kay and Bisexual Dad are covered in class and cannot be among those summarized for extra credit. None of these can be submitted after the deadline above.

[c] You can earn 3 points (one each) by turning in three 100 word summaries of three Links from the class web page between 3/26 and 4/16.  Click the chain icon. Then click the general PSYC 211 Life Span Development web page and keep clicking until you get to a page on the world wide web that interest you.  Title it LINK, write the name or URL (address)of that particular web page, and write a summary of 100 words or more.  Do that for three different web pages.

[d] You can earn 1 point by bringing in a written statement from the Writing Center that you went to the center and had a personal orientation to their services before 4/4
[e] You can earn 1 point by using the discussion forum on the class web page meaningfully before 4/4
[f] Sometimes when you take a quiz on the web page your correct answer will be scored as incorrect.  There are two reasons for this.  One is that when you work fast and dont wait for the green star the program malfunctions.  Wait for the star!  The other is that graduate student who typed in the old quiz questions for the web page made some mistakes keying them.  Anyone who prints out an incorrectly keyed question and writes on it by hand which quiz it was and which question it was will receive 1 point extra credit, unless someone else does it first. You can earn a maximum of 3 points for this extra effort. I will appreciate it if you do the same for minor typos in the quizzes, but only identifying incorrectly keyed questions earns extra points. 

Afterword: I have prioritized the material to help well-intentioned, hard-working students learn the most important facts, ideas, and concepts that they can reasonably master in the time available.  Wherever possible I have selected the material that has the most important applications in your future life outside of college. I hope you want to learn as much as you can in the time you have available, and will do my best to work with you toward this goal.

DATE



TOPIC

           ASSIGNMENT
1/22-24   Early Cognitive Development        146-153, 156-161

1/29-31   Later Cognitive Development        282-293

2/5-7     Early Bonding & Attachment         190-201

2/12-14   Principles of Discipline           221-223

2/19      9-9:30 Catch-up & Review

          9:30-10:15 First Exam
2/21      Parenting Styles                   224-225 

   Note: 2/22 is the last day to drop without an F
2/26      Day Care & Working Moms            203-206, 233-236

2/28-3/5  Divorce: General Findings          236-241, 355-356 

3/7       Case Histories     Cleary Books, For Better or Worse

3/12-14   Spring Break
3/19-21   Early Moral Development             306-307

          Note: Table 11.3 is not assigned 

    3 extra credit article summaries deadline is 3/21

3/26      Later Moral Development             42-43,307-308

3/28      9-9:30 catch-up & Review

          9:30-10:15 Second Examination
4/2-4    Adolescent Identity                  347-354

Writing Center and Discussion Forum extra credit deadline is 4/4

4/9-16   Sex & Marriage                       361-363, 439-451

     Last 3 extra credit summaries deadline is 4/16
4/23-25  Young Adulthood [Omit Theories]      427-438

    Note: Fault Line Assignment described 4/23; due 4/25.

4/30     Middle Adulthood                     479-484, 487-502

5/2      Late Adulthood                       chapter 20

5/14   Catch-up & Review 7:50-8:20 Final Exam 8:20-9:15 

           Comprehensive Make-up Exam 9:20-10:15



