Syllabus

Abnormal Psychology





        George Mason University

PSYC325-001






     
                  Spring 2002

Instructor:


Michael D. Anderson

   Telephone:


(202) 965-4111

   Fax



(202) 965-6556

   Email


manderson87@telocity.com
   Office Hours


Wednesdays 10:30-11:30AM, or by appointment

   Office Location:

Adjunct Faculty Office, David King Hall

Times:



MWF
 9:30-10:20AM

Room:



Robinson B111

Prerequisites:


PSYC100 and either PSYC 211, 231, or 324, or permission





of Instructor

Text:

Comer, Ronald J. 2002. Fundamentals of Abnormal 



Psychology, 3rd Ed. Worth:New York

Schedule

Week 1

Perspectives, Diagnosis, Treatment

   1/23 to 1/25

Chapters 1-3

Week 2



Anxiety, Phobias, Panic, OCD, Stress

   1/28 to 2/1

Chapters 4-5

Week 3



Mood Disorders, Suicide

    2/4 to 2/8

Chapters 6-7

Week 4



Somatoform Disorders

   2/11 to 2/13

Chapter 8

  (off on 2/15)



Week 5

Eating Disorders

   2/20 to 2/22

Chapter 9

  (off on 2/18)



Week 6



Substance Abuse Disorders

   2/25 to 3/1

Chapter 10

Week 7



Substance Abuse Disorders

   3/4 to 3/8


Chapter 10

Week 8



SPRING BREAK

   3/11 to 3/15




Week 9



Sexual and Gender Disorders, Schizophrenia

   3/18 to 3/22


Chapter 11-12

Week 10


Schizophrenia

   3/25 to 3/29


Chapter 12

Week 11


Memory and Cognitive Disorders

   4/1 to 4/5


Chapter 13

Week 12


Personality Disorders

   4/8 to 4/12


Chapter 14

Week 13


Personality Disorders

   4/15 to 4/19


Chapter 14
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Week 14


Disorders of Childhood and Old Age

   4/22 to 4/26


Chapter 15

Week 15


Law, Society, Mental Health Profession

   4/29 to 5/3


Chapter 16

Week 16


Review

   5/6

Exam Schedule

February 13/20

Exam 1


Take - Home

March 8

Exam 2


Objective and Vignettes

April 8

Exam 3


Objective and Vignettes

May 3

Exam 4


Objective and Vignettes

May 13

Final Exam

Cumulative, Objective and Vignettes

The first exam will be both subjective and objective and it will be a take-home exam distributed on 

Wednesday, February 13th, to be turned in at class on February 20th.  Exams 2-4 and the Final Exam 

will be objective in character (multiple-choice, matching, true/false, fill-in-the-blank), and will also 

present case vignettes and ask you to identify the disorder(s). Exams 1-4 will cover the material 

presented immediately before the exam. The final exam will be cumulative.  Each exam is worth 23% 

of the final class grade. The lowest exam score will be dropped.

Grading


Exams 


23% each (lowest dropped)



Project


  5%



Class Participation
  3%

Project

Each student will prepare and submit a 3 page (typed, double spaced) on a mental disorder assigned. 

The student will create a prototype individual with the disorder, and discuss the etiology, progression,

and prognosis for the disorder. Effects on family, lifestyle, and social functioning should be discussed 

as well as a detailed account of treatment.

Course Goals

This is a survey course of abnormal psychology designed to thoroughly acquaint the student with the 

history of mental illness, the diagnostic criteria, etiology, and treatment modalities for most mental 

disorders, the state of current research, and the prospects for the future.

Aids

Purchase of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 4th Edition, is optional.  The 

textbook does a decent job with most of the diagnostic criteria, but the DSM-IV contains a wealth of

more detailed material and helpful methods of diagnosing patients.

The CD-ROM accompanying the textbook contains multiple-choice practice questions and other

Materials.

The publisher’s web site is also useful: http://www.worthpublishers.com/comer

Students with a Disability

Every attempt will be made to accommodate students with disabilities. Please see me privately.

