Physiological Psychology Lab

PSYC 373, SPRING 2002

Instructor:

Laura Smith
E-mail address:
lsmithv@gmu.edu
Class time:

F, 8:30a.m.-10:20 a.m. or F, 10:30 a.m.-12:20 p.m.

Class location:
DK 3044 

Office phone #:
703-993-1358

Office hours:
W, 3:00-4:00p.m.
Office location:
DK 2027

Note:  If I am not in DK 2027 during office hours, I will be down the hall in the “rat room”.  Please come and get me—I will be happy to meet with you.  

Materials you need to buy:

· Dissection kit

· 2 sheep brains (eyeballs will be provided for you)  (Note:  you have to ask someone at the downstairs bookstore desk for the brains)

· 2 small Tupperware containers to store brains or 1 large 

Zip-lock bag

· Northcutt, R.G., Williams, K.L. & Barber R.P.  (1966).  Atlas of the Sheep Brain.  Stipes Publishing Company; Champaign, IL.  

Things to Know:

It is strongly recommended that you attend class.  Although points are not taken for attendance, it can directly affect your grade.  The material I cover in class will be on any quizzes/exams.  Attendance during dissections is imperative—this is the only opportunity you will have to view critical areas in a real sheep brain or eye.  

If you must miss class—please go to a classmate first for notes.  I will be glad to meet with you to discuss anything you do not understand after you do this, but beware that I cannot walk through dissections again.  

Part of your grade in this class is the Lab Practical Exam.  This exam consists of several brains/brain parts.  You will be expected to identify and/or answer question(s) about each.  The Lab Practical Exam cannot be made up at a later date!!!  This is extremely important—the nature of the exam does not allow it to be reproduced or preserved.  We can discuss emergency situations, but be aware there are few “emergencies” that will be acknowledged.  In any case, bring these to my attention as soon as possible.  

Another large part of your grade in this class will be a poster presentation at the end of the semester.  Preparation for this assignment will involve written summaries of articles on your topic.  You will also be graded on a short presentation to the class.  Details on this assignment will be given to you soon.  

You will be expected to complete peer evaluations for your classmates’ poster presentations.  You must turn in an evaluation for everyone else’s presentation in order to get any points for this assignment.  

Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will be reported and/or penalized.  You should cite any information that you are borrowing properly in APA format; otherwise, it should be your own.  

Article summaries will be due roughly every other week as outlined below.  Each summary will be worth 14 points.  Article summaries will be accepted until and during the class period 1 week following the due date but will only be worth a possible 7 points at that time.  Summaries will not be accepted any later than 1 week following the due date for that particular week unless a doctor’s note or other valid reason (at my discretion) is presented.  

Some of the material in this course can be difficult to grasp the first time around.  Be patient—by listening in class and talking to classmates and myself, these things will become more familiar.  I welcome questions via e-mail anytime.  I will also be glad to meet with you during office hours or by appointment concerning class material.  

This course does require participation in dissection of animal parts.  If you have a concern about taking part in this, please come talk to me.  

________________________________________________________________________

Tentative Course Schedule:




Assignments 

Due:

January 25
Introduction/Neurophysiology

------

February 1

Neurophysiology continued

poster pres.




(Action Potential)



topic due






February 8

Brain Tour Part I



article sum due



Dissection 




bring brain #1

February 15
Brain Tour Part II



bring brain # 1

Dissection/Cranial Nerves 

February 22
2 Point Discrimination Lab/ 

article sum due

In class lab










March 1

Visual System Part I


eyeballs 

Eyeball Dissection 


provided






March 8
Visual System Part II


article sum due

March 15

((Spring Break((


-no class-

March 22
Neurophysiology/Visual System 
bring brain #1

Quiz/Midsagittal Dissection




March 29

Fornix/Hippocampal Region

article sum due

bring brain #1

April 5
Coronal Dissections 


bring brains 1 & 2

April 12
Lab Practical Exam


article sum due





April 19
Research Methods/


-none-

Imaging Techniques



April 26
Poster Presentations


------

May 3
Poster Presentations


------

_______________________________________________________________________

Grades:

Visual System/Neuron Quiz


 30 points

In-Class Lab




 20 points

Lab Practical Exam



 50 points

Poster Presentation


    
 50 points

Peer Evaluations




 20 points

Article Summaries (14 pts x 5)

 70 points


Total 




 240 points

+ Possible Extra Credit



TBA

