Animal Behavior / Comparative Psychology

PSYC 461; Section 003

Spring, 2002

Instructor:  Dr. Merry Sleigh                                         Office Hours:  M/W/F:  9:15 - 10:15 am

Office:  David King Hall 2051                                                                  Monday:  1:30 - 2:00 pm

E-mail:  msleigh@gmu.edu  (weekdays)                                                  … and by appointment

              slyritz@erols.com  (evenings & weekends)                                 

Phone:  (703) 993-1305                                                                               

Text:  Maier, R. (1998)  Comparative Animal Behavior.  Boston:  Allyn and Bacon

           Additional reading materials will be distributed throughout the semester during class.
Course Objectives:  This course will examine the experimental and theoretical foundations of the study of animal behavior.  Animal behavior will be examined in terms of immediate mechanisms, development, survival value, and evolution.  Some emphasis will be placed on the relevance of animal behavior to human behavior and on the importance of understanding behavior in context. 

Grading:  Final grades will be based on a 200 point scale.

1)  There will be two exams and a final exam.  The exams will include material covered in class as well as material from the book and/or assigned readings.  The format will be true/false, multiple-choice, and short answer.  Each exam will be worth 60 points.  The final exam will not be cumulative.  

2)  Students will be required to complete two brief class presentations (5 points each) and one written paper (10 points) worth a cumulative total of 20 points.  Paper topics and grading guidelines are discussed in detail on pages 3 and 4 of the syllabus.  Sign-up sheets for the class presentation will be distributed during class.

Note:  NO makeup exams will be provided without a legitimate, documented excuse (e.g., grave illness requiring medical attention, court date).  Students who know that they will miss an exam must notify the instructor at least 72 hours prior to the scheduled exam.  Make-up exams will consist of essay questions.  All assignments (presentations and papers) are due at the start of the class on the scheduled date.  Late work will be penalized two points for each day beyond the deadline.  Any assignment submitted after the start of class on the scheduled day will be considered one day late.    

Expectations:  Class participation and discussion are essential for a complete educational experience.  Students should be prepared to discuss topical issues related to textbook and readings.  Oral defense of ideas is as important a skill as written presentation.

Extra Credit:  Extra credit opportunities will be given throughout the semester during class lecture.  

Honor System:  The Honor Code of George Mason University will be strictly enforced in this course.  It is a student’s responsibility to be familiar with the Honor Code and to abide by it at all times.  Any suspected violation will be reported to the Honor Court.

If any students have special needs, please see instructor.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Dates                           Topic                                                                                      Chapter(s)

1/23 – 1/28                   Introduction:  Historical & Current Perspectives                           1

1/30 – 2/6                     Development of Behavior:  Nervous System in Context                3, 16

2/8 – 2/18                     Staying Alive:  Feeding, Fighting, Hiding, and Fleeing                 6, 7, 13                   

2/20                              EXAM 1  (Chaps. 1, 3, 6, 7, 13, 16 and additional readings)

2/22 – 3/1                     Communication:  Sensory Systems Constraints                             12, 18

3/4 – 3/22                     Courtship and Mating                                                                     8, 9, 10            

3/11 - 3/15                    SPRING BREAK!

3/22                              Paper Due

3/25 – 4/5                     Parental Care (or Lack Thereof)                                                     11

4/8                                EXAM 2  (Chaps. 8 - 12, 18 and additional readings)

4/10 – 4/19                   Social Hierarchies Between and Within Species                             14, 15

4/22 – 4/24                   Maintenance of Social Hierarchies                                                  19, 20

4/26 – 5/6                     The Relationship Between Humans and Other Animals                 5, 16

FINAL EXAM:  Wednesday, May 8, 10:30 a.m.  (Chaps. 5, 14 – 16, 19, 20 and additional readings)

Brief Class Presentations:  10 points total

2 required, worth 5 points each

     For each presentation, you will be required to find a unique fact about any animal that is not found in our class textbook, assigned readings, or class discussion.  At the beginning of class on your scheduled day, you will share your fact with our class.  This sharing process will probably take under a minute per person and should be very informal.  The idea is simply to communicate interesting information that the average person would not know.  For this reason, presented information that is common knowledge will not receive credit.    

     In addition, you will need to submit a brief statement that includes the animal fact, the source of the fact, and the reason you chose that particular tidbit.  There is no strict format required for this statement, but please type it.  Three sample statements are presented below to assist you.

     Sign-up sheets to schedule your presentation will be distributed in class.  You will need to select two presentation times.  Please be prepared to present your fact and submit your statement at the beginning of class on your scheduled day.  A late presentation will be penalized two points for each day beyond the deadline.  A presentation submitted after the start of class on the assigned day will be considered one day late.  This penalty means that you should make sure to be on time for your special day!                

SAMPLE STATEMENT #1:

“Although fireflies are poisonous to most animals, they are a popular treat for frogs.  If frogs eat enough, they will glow in the dark.”  I thought this fact was interesting because I have always enjoyed watching fireflies in the dark.  It is interesting to think of a frog glowing in the same way.  

Mullin, R. T.  (1998).  Who’s for dinner?  Predators and prey.  New York:  Crown Publishers

SAMPLE STATEMENT #2:

“When sneaking up on prey out on the ice, a polar bear will cover up its black nose with its white paw to blend in better with the snow.”    I chose this fact because it makes perfect sense, yet it is not something I would have thought of without being prompted.  I missed it when playing the game.  Duh.

-- Trivial Pursuit Question, Genus Edition

SAMPLE STATEMENT #3:

“Armadillos are the only mammals who reproduce in litters of four identical babies.  After being fertilized, an armadillo egg spontaneously splits into four, creating four identical offspring.”  I found this fact relevant because I am interested in the recent scientific research on cloning animals, such as Dolly the sheep. 

Carlson, K.  (1998).  Bringing up baby:  Wild animal families.  New York:  Crown Publishers

Written Paper:  10 points

Due Friday, March 22, 2002

     For this assignment, you will be required to write a 2 – 3 page paper, double-spaced and typed.  Choose one of three available options as a framework for you paper.  The goal of these papers is to incorporate information that we have discussed in class with some topic regarding animal behavior that interests you.  Think, write, and have fun.     

     Papers will be graded based on the following: organizational flow of the paper, incorporation of class material, accuracy, logic, thoughtfulness, creativity, and spelling/grammar.  Late papers will be penalized two points for each day beyond the deadline.  A paper submitted after the start of class on the assigned day will be considered one day late.  Late papers should be placed in my mailbox (Sleigh) in King Hall or submitted during class time.  Please do not e-mail papers or slide them under my office door.  No papers will be accepted after 3/27.

 Each of the following options is worth 10 points.  Choose only one as the topic for your paper.

1)       Watch an educational television program that examines animal behavior (either one particular      

     animal or multiple animals).  The program should be at least one hour in length, should not be 

     identical to videos shown in class, and should have an age-appropriate scientific focus.  “Pinky and 

     the Brain,” for example, would not meet all of these criteria.  Discovery, NOVA, PBS, The    

     Learning Channel, and Animal Planet are excellent resources.  If you have any concerns about 

     whether a certain show is acceptable, I will be glad to discuss it with you.  

           After viewing the program, write a paper that provides a brief summary of what you have 

     viewed.  As you summarize the program, incorporate your thoughts about how the animal behavior 

     you observed fits into topics we have discussed in class.  Also, feel free to include personal opinion 

     and ideas.  For example, did you already know most of the information presented or did you learn 

     something from this process?  Did any of the information interest or surprise you?  And, why did 

     you pick this particular program?

2)       Select one or two scientific articles that examine some form of animal behavior.  If your                                  

     selected article is at least ten typed pages in length, you only need to write about that one article.  If                   

     your selected article is less than ten typed pages in length, you need to select another article to bring     

     the total number of pages to ten or more.  The article(s) must come from one of the following  

     sources:

· a refereed journal, such as Animal Behavior, Comparative Psychology, Developmental  
          Psychobiology, Nature, Neuroscience, or Science

· a scientifically based popular magazine, such as Discover or National Geographic
           If you have any concerns about whether certain articles are appropriate and/or meet the page 

     requirements, I will be glad to assist you.

          After reading the articles, write a paper that provides a brief summary of what you have read.         

     As you summarize the articles, incorporate your thoughts about how the animal behavior 

     you examined fits into topics we have discussed in class.  Also, feel free to include personal opinion 

     and ideas.  For example, did you already know most of the information presented or did you learn 

     something from this process?  Did any of the information interest or surprise you?  And, why did 

     you  pick this(these) particular article(s)?

3)       Option three requires you to write a thought/opinion paper.  The question to consider is, what 

     one animal has been the most influential to human civilization (in either a positive or negative 

     manner)?  There is no right or wrong answer to this question.  You simply need to explain your 

     opinion and then support it with logic and facts.  You will need to cite sources or your information. 

     A strong, logical argument is required to receive full credit.  This option is a way to incorporate 

     your knowledge about animal behavior with your understanding of the history of human existence.

Optional:  Service Learning Credit

PSYC 328

     The Psychology Department offers 1 hour of service learning credit that can be earned in conjunction with a 3 credit, upper level course.  The credit is open to declared Psychology majors who have already taken at least 6 hours in Psychology.  In order to earn the service learning credit through this course, students must do 45 hours of volunteer work during the semester in a community placement having some association with animal behavior and/or animal research.  A list of placement options is available at www.gmu.edu/student/csl.  To ensure that that the service learning is appropriate for the course content, all placements must be agreed upon between both the student and the instructor of the course.

     All students, across various classes, who participate in this process meet regularly throughout the semester to discuss their experiences (beginning the first week of classes).  Any Animal Behavior student who chooses this option will also be expected to give informal feedback to the instructor and the class.  If you are interested in this option, you need to pick up an interest form as soon as possible  in the Center for Service and Leadership.  The interest form will provide additional details about individual requirements.  You can also contact Dr. Mike Hurley at mhurley2@gmu.edu for more information.

Note:  No more than 6 hours of credit can be earned in PSYC 327, 328, 421, 422, 548, and 549.         

WebCT  INFORMATION

This course is connected to WebCT, an internet based, course management tool.  Although no formal grading in the course is connected with the use of WebCT, students are strongly encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity.  WebCT offers a way to access course information and to interact with both the instructor and fellow students.  In addition, helpful hints, online practice quizzes, or extra credit opportunities may be posted through WebCT over the course of the semester.  Look for these features on the bulletin board or as a new icon appearing on the homepage.  Students who are not utilizing this system will not have access to these resources. 

How to Access WebCT:

Enter WebCT through http://webct.gmu.edu:8904/.  After choosing the course with which you wish to connect, you will be prompted for your login id and password.  

If this semester if your first time using WebCT, you may get information about accessing and using the software at http://www.irc.gmu.edu/WebCT/default.asp under "George Mason Services related to WebCT" and "Student handouts and references."      

How to Log-in:

When you are prompted to enter your user id and password, your user id is your GMU e-mail account.  Usually, this id is your first initial and the first seven letters of your last name (all in lowercase letters).  For example, my log-in name would be msleigh.  Your password is the last 4 digits of your student id (social security number).  If you wish, you can create a new password for yourself once you are logged in.  Choose a password, 4-8 characters in length, that you will be able to remember.  (I will not know your password and can not remind you!)

Examples of Course Features Available Through WebCT (Enjoy!):  

Course Materials:  The syllabus, animal fact presentation information, and paper requirements are available from this website.  In addition, the schedule for the animal fact presentations will be posted.  If you are unsure of the date of your presentation, you may check WebCT at any time.

Bulletin Board Discussion:  The bulletin board is a tool which allows students and the instructor to post messages to one another, thereby continuing discussion outside of the classroom setting.  Although I will periodically monitor the discussions, I will not be the main participant.  The primary goal is to allow you to utilize each other as resources.  You may use this forum to ask questions, discuss topical issues, share course-related stories, or create study groups.  Posted messages may be read and responded to by any student in the course.  All postings should be related to PSYC 461 in some manner.  If you have individual questions or concerns that can not be appropriately addressed via the bulletin board, please feel free to contact me directly through e-mail.

Current Course Grade:  Following the first exam, course grades will be posted on the website.  The grade postings will include all grades earned, including immediate feedback on exams and updated extra credit points.  Students may check their grades at any time (day or night) through the website.  

E-mail the Instructor:  You may e-mail me directly from this website. 

1
2

