George Mason University 

PSYC 461 Section 006

Course Syllabus

Parenting in Contemporary Society

Spring 2002

T R 10:30-11:45--Robinson B 203

Instructor: Karen L. Neal, M.S.

Office Hour: Thursdays, 9:30-10:30 or by appointment

E-Mail: Neal4Karen@aol.com
Required Text: Hamner, T. J., & Turner P.H. (2001). Parenting in Contemporary Society, (4th ed.) Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Required Readings: On reserve in the Johnson Center Library.

Course Objectives: This course will provide you with an in-depth look as the concepts, tasks and current status of parenting. We will focus on a variety of types of families, as well as the risks and challenges they face.  You are expected to read assigned chapters and readings BEFORE the class meets.  This is very important because participation will be expected.  Discussion and participation will make up a substantial part of your grade. 

Tests:  There will be three tests given over the course of the term.  All tests will be mandatory.  In the event of a serious illness or emergency, you must contact me BEFORE the scheduled exam to discuss a make-up.  The lowest grade of the first two tests will be dropped. The exams will be based on material from the textbook and class discussion. The final will not be comprehensive (Yea!)

Group Project and Presentation: The largest task in this class will be the parenting education project.  The class will be divided into approximately 9 groups.  Each group will pick a particular topic/skill, age group and target parents. The group will then develop a short (20-minute) class to teach this skill to the “parents” (actually, our class).  The presentations may be in video format, or may be live.  Handouts, including references, will be expected.  Some or all of your reviews  (below) may relate to this assignment. Suggested classes can include: teaching reflective listening to parents of teens, teaching parents of school age children how to protect their children on the Internet, teaching infant physical care to teenage mothers/fathers, disciplining a child with ADHD, educating immigrant parents concerning the expectations of American schools, or teaching any of the strategies listed in chapter 5 to a specific group of parents concerning a specific type or age of child.

Written Assignments: You will be expected to turn in four reviews over the course of the term.  Each of these reviews will cover a different form of parenting information.  These assignments will be discussed in detail during the next class. 

Class participation: Each student will be required to participate in class discussions and group discussions over the course of each class.  You will not be graded for your attendance, but if you are not in class then it will be impossible for you to earn participation credit. You will also be expected to turn in two questions for each guest speaker we have in class.  These questions should be based in part on text material.  You will be given a description of the guest speaker in advance, so you can make out your questions.  You will also be asked to write a very short (3 sentence) review of each class presentation.

Grading:  Tests scores will make up 40% of your grade, written assignments will make up 40% of your grade, and class participation (including self-generated discussion questions) will count as 20% of your grade.  

This is an upper level psychology course. When you have questions concerning assignments or material, you must contact me and discuss the problem with me before it interferes with your class work.  The best way to do this is by e-mail.  I am always happy to hear from my students!  In other words, I will work with you to achieve a terrific understanding of the material and a great grade, but I cannot read your mind!

COURSE SCHEDULE

Date

Topic



Assignment for class

22 Jan

Introduction


Read Syllabus

24 Jan

Concepts of parenting

Chapter 1—Interests sheet (see last page)

29 Jan

Infancy & Early Childhood
Chapter 2

31 Jan

Middle Childhood & Teens
Chapter 3

5 Feb

Later Life Parenting

Chapter 4

7 Feb

Lifespan Parenting

Chapters 1-4—1st article review—pop press

12 Feb

Parent Education

Chapter 5

14 Feb

Parent Education

Chapter 5—Review for Test I

19 Feb

Test I



Study Chapters 1-5

21 Feb

Cross-Cultural Issues

Chapter 6





26 Feb

Cross-Cultural Issues

Chapter 6—2nd article review—journal

28 Feb

Single & Blended Families
Chapter 7

5 Mar

Single & Blended Families
Chapter 7

7 Mar

Diverse Lifestyles

Chapter 8—3rd review—parent education

12-14 Mar
Spring Break


Relax

19 Mar

Diverse Lifestyles

Chapter 8—Review for Test II

21 Mar

Test II



Study Chapters 6-8

26 Mar

High-Risk Families

Chapter 9


28 Mar

High-Risk Families

Chapter 9—4th article review--journal

2 Apr

Exceptional Families

Chapter 10

4 Apr 

Exceptional Families

Chapter 10—Projects Due

9 Apr

Non-Bio Parents

Chapter 11

11 Apr

Class Presentations

Come to Class—critiques due

16 Apr

Non-Bio Parents

Chapter 11

18 Apr

Class Presentations

Come to Class—critiques due

23 Apr

Child Care


Chapter 12

25 Apr

Class Presentations

Come to Class—critiques due

30 Apr

Child Care


Chapter 12

2 May

Last class 


Guest Speaker—Review for Final 

14 May
Final Exam


10:30-1:15

Review Instructions*

You will be required to review four publications over the course of the term.  

1. The first review will be from the popular press.  This can include articles available from bookstores and magazine venders, or in the Johnson Center Library, as well as articles available to parents from the Internet.  

2. The second review will be of an empirical article from a scientific journal.  These are available in Fenwick Library and can be researched through GMU’s website.

3. The third review will be of a chapter of a parent education manual.  Some of these are on reserve under my name in the Johnson Center Library.  You may use other sources to find these, however.  

4. The fourth review will also be of an empirical article from a scientific journal, as the second review was.  
Reviews will be approximately 2- 2 ½ pages in length.

Four parts need to be covered in the reviews.  Complete references (following APA guidelines) will be required for each article.  

1. Summarize the article.  Include significant findings. If it is a popular press article, be sure to include any researchers cited.

2.  Analyze the article.  If this is an empirical article, discuss any problems you see with the research (for example, “the article discussed Hispanic families, but some of the parents were mixed race couples”).  Or, you can ask specific questions about how something was done (for example, “the author demonstrated that infants can be taught sign language before they can actually speak, but she did not make a good case as to why this is advantageous to infants or parents”).   If parts are confusing or missing, describe this.
3. Integrate the article with the text or previous class discussions or content from other courses you have had. Use terms from the text or cite studies from the text. You can also discuss your impressions based on your own expertise and experience. 
4. Provide ideas for future writings/research.  Come up with your own new hypothesis for an area of research that is related to the article and explain why you feel this area is important (for example, “This article discussed the relationship between parenting style and behavior of children, but I think a study should be done that also incorporates the personality of the child with this behavior”).
*Based on thought paragraphs, syllabus for PSYC 669, Spring 2001, Dr. Susanne Denham.

