Psychology Honors III

Spring, 2002

Facilitator:  Dr. Merry Sleigh                                                               Office:  King Hall 2051

E-mail:  msleigh@gmu.edu  (weekdays)                                   Office Hours:  M/W/F  9:15 – 10:15 a.m. 
               slyritz@erols.com  (evenings & weekends)                                           Mon   1:30 – 2:00 p.m.

Phone:   (703) 993-1305               





      … and by appointment

Semester Objective:  Completion and presentation of independent honors project/thesis.

Class Meetings:  Students are expected to keep the honors director apprised of their progress, including any difficulties that may arise.  Periodic meeting times will be established throughout the semester for students to meet and discuss their projects.  Students are encouraged to attend these meetings whenever possible.  

Grading:  Final grades will be based on a 100 point scale.

93 - 100 = A


90 - 92  = A-                            87 - 89  = B+

83 - 86  = B 


80 - 82  = B-  

  
 77 - 79  = C+

73 - 76  = C


70 - 72  = C-

20 points: Presentation of Honors Project at GMU Psychology Honors Showcase

The Psychology Honors Showcase is tentatively scheduled for April 16th.  Each student will be expected to create a poster describing his/her independent project.  Guidelines are included with this syllabus and are intended to mimic the established guidelines for professional conference poster presentations.  Grading will be based on the quality, clarity, and completeness of presented information, in addition to the style of the poster. Students will be expected to set up their posters by 10:00 am.  Between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm, students should spend a minimum of one hour standing in front of their posters, prepared to answer questions.  Three peer-determined awards will be given (Best Honors Researcher, Best Honors Project, Best Honors Poster).
80 points: Defense of Honors Project

The final grade for the honors project defense will be determined by the student's committee members.  To receive full credit, the following sequence of requirements must be completed by May 9th.  Students should allow time for any recommended revisions following the defense presentation.

· Scheduled defense presentation date with all committee members (including scheduling a room)
· Polished draft of honors paper submitted to all committee members at least 10 days before the defense date
· Defense presentation successfully completed
· Revisions recommended by committee members completed
· Approval of revisions by all committee members (signatures needed on cover page of final paper, see page 2 for a sample cover page)
· Final draft of honors paper submitted to the honors director (by May 9th)
Presentation of data at a professional psychology conference will be considered favorably when the final grade is determined.  A faculty committee will select one recipient for The Outstanding Honors Project Award.  

Incomplete Work:  Students who take an incomplete for any reason, other than a university approved withdrawal, will be assessed an automatic 8 point deduction from their final grade.  Failure to complete the honors project by the established deadline may also result in loss of eligibility for psychology honors awards.

Honor System:  The Honor Code of George Mason University will be strictly enforced in this course. 

"THE TITLE OF YOUR PAPER" 

by

"Your Name"

____________________________________________________________________________

Paper submitted to the faculty of George Mason University 

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for graduation with

HONORS IN PSYCHOLOGY

APPROVED:                                   ___________________________________

"Name of Faculty Advisor", Advisor

___________________________________                                        ___________________________________

  "Name of Committee Member", Member                                                        Merry J. Sleigh, Director                                                                                                                                               

"Month of Final Defense", 2002
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