GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY
PSYCHOLOGY 712: CHILD NEUROPSYCHOLOGY
SPRING, 2002






THURSDAY 4:30-7:10 P.M.

INSTRUCTOR:
EDYTHE A. WIGGS, PH.D.

Office hours: Thurs: 7:10 PM

EMAIL:

ewiggs@gmu.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Child Neuropsychology will provide the school psychology student with basic theoretical and practical knowledge focused on understanding brain-behavior relationships in the school aged child and adolescent. 

The objectives of this course include:

1. To provide a basic knowledge of human neuroanatomy and human neurophysiology

2. To review the neuropsychological basis and assessment of major cognitive functions including motor, attention, memory, language, visual-spatial and executive functions.

3. To develop an understanding of how the disruption of the above cognitive areas in various disorders that affect children and adolescents, impacts performance on psychological tests as well on activities of daily living.

4. To provide an introductory overview of the a variety of neuropsychological tests including  tests of memory, learning, problem solving, visual spatial abilities and attention and concentration.

REQUIRED TEXTS
Teeter, P. A. & Semrud-Clikeman, M.  (1997). Child neuropsychology: Assessment and interventions for neurodevelopmental disorders.  Boston: Allyn & Bacon.
Zillmer, E. A., & Spiers, M. V. (2001). Principles of neuropsychology.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.
GRADING SYSTEM
4. Mid term exam:
25 points

A = 90+ points

4. Final exam:

35 points

B = 80-89 points

4. Informational paper 
15 points

C = 70-79 points

4)
Informational paper
25 points

F = less than 69 points

Class attendance and participation is expected and will be factored into grade.

Exams will consist of two parts:

 1) multiple choice, fill in the blanks and short answer questions.


             2) practical applications


 KEEPING IN TOUCH
I am a part-time instructor at this University and come to campus only on the day that I teach this course.  However, I can be reached seven days a week by e-mail.  It is very difficult to reach me by phone.  Your e-mail will be treated confidentially and is sure to get a timely (within one day) response.

In the event of really inclement weather, I am sometimes in worse shape travel-wise than those that live closer to campus.  If there is a problem with my coming in, I will use e-mail to correspond with each of you.  Similarly, if there is a problem for any of you coming to class (illness, religious holiday, etc.) I would appreciate your letting me know by e-mail.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INFORMATIONAL  PAPERS

The purpose of these papers is for the student to become familiar with computer resources applicable to neuropsychology.  I will give you each a different topic, which will be the name of a disorder that may present to a school psychologist.  You are to get on the Internet and using ingenuity and sleuth, down-load enough information so that you could do the following:

Informational Paper # 1: (topic to be given out 2nd class meeting)

1) describe the syndrome in enough detail so that others will have some understanding of it.

2) describe what you, as a school psychologist, would expect of a child with this syndrome, assuming you know nothing else except the name (it happens).

3) prepare a succinct summary of what you have found (limit to 3-4 double spaced pages).   Include the web sites that were the most helpful in getting the information.

Informational Paper # 2: (topic to be given out before spring break)

3) describe the syndrome as above in #1.

3) describe what you would expect as you did in #2 above

3) prepare a list of psychological and neuropsychological tests that you would administer to this student and describe each test in detail.

3) indicate how you would expect the results to turn out.  For example: In certain disorders it is expected that the child will do poorly on an immediate memory test but will have scores that are within normal limits on a test of math.  

	DATE
	TOPIC
	Readings
	Due dates

	1/24/02
	Introduction: Overview and History of Neuropsychology
	Z: 1
	email instructor

	1/31/02
	External brain surface/neurotransmission
	T:2; Z:2,3
	Internet topic #1 distributed

	2/7/02
	Occipital, Parietal, Temporal lobes
	T:2; Z: 2,, 4, 6
	

	2/14/02
	Frontal lobes/Cerebellum
	T:2; Z: 2,,4, 6
	

	2/21/02
	Subcortical regions: basal ganglia, limbic system
	T:2; Z:2,3,6
	Paper #1 due

	2/28/02
	Mid term exam
	
	

	3/7/02
	Neurodevelopmental anomalies: MR, hydrocephalus, perinatal insults, schizophrenia, PDD, ADHD
	T: 6,7,8,9; Z: 7,8
	Internet topic #2 distributed

	3/14/02
	SPRING BREAK
	
	

	3/21/02
	Insults to the developing brain: CHI, disease, drugs/ETOH (adol), epilepsy
	T:10; Z: 7
	

	3/28/02
	Assessment procedures: motor speed & accuracy; sensory perceptual
	T:5, 9; Z: 14, 15*
	

	4/04/02
	Assessment procedures: memory and learning; 
	T: 11; Z:14,15*
	

	4/11/02
	Assessment procedures: language
	T:11; Z: 14,15*
	Paper #2 due

	4/18/02
	Assessment procedures: novel problem solving, visual spatial   
	T:11; Z:14,15*
	

	4/25/02
	Report writing            
	Example
	

	5/9/02
	Final Exam
	
	


*Sessions 3/28 thru 4/18 will concentrate on a variety of instruments including battery approaches (NEPSY; Halstead Reitan; Delis-Kaplan Exec. Function) and various individual tests of memory, learning, language, executive functions.  The readings are supplementary.

