Psychology 892: Psychopathy: Theory, Research, and Practice

Instructor: June Tangney, Ph.D.


       DK 2012

      (703) 993-4051 or 993 1365


      jtangney@gmu.edu
Office Hours:
Tues 3:00-4:00 2nd Floor Carroll Hall

                        Wed 1:00-2:00 DK 2012

                             and by appointment

Co-Instructor:  Mark E. Hastings, M.A., M.A., CSOTP

Overview: The purpose of this course is to provide students with an introduction to the 

theory and research pertaining to the construct of psychopathy.  Additionally, students will gain proficiency in administering and scoring the Hare Psychopathy Checklist-Revised (PCL-R) and the Hare Psychopathy Checklist: Screening Version (PSL:SV).  This will be accomplished through class lectures, readings, PCL-R/PCL:SV reliability training, and participation in the NIDA jail study as a record collector, interviewer, and/or PCL:SV scorer.  

Grading: Grading will be based on two major projects: 

1) Students will complete a Hare Psychopathy Checklist workshop and the PCL-R/PCL:SV reliability training.  

2) Each student will be asked to identify a topic related to psychopathy (e.g., moral reasoning and psychopathy, self-esteem and psychopathy, intelligence and psychopathy), review the relevant theoretical and empirical literature, and prepare an APA-style research proposal hypothesizing what we will find in our study vis-a-vis their topic.  

Grades will be determined as follows:  50% Proposal grade, 50% Mastery of PCL-R. 
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