                           SYLLABUS  Revised Jan. 16, 2003
PSYCHOLOGY 211 -003

DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
SPRING 2003

Instructor:


Marjorie M. Battaglia, Ph.D. (battagliamarj@aol.com)

Class Hours & Location:
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 0900a.m. to 1015a.m., R B224 

Office Hours:


Tuesdays 1015 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

Office Location:

Adjunct Faculty Office – David King – Room 2068

Home Phone:


703 437- 8763  (No phone calls after 9 p.m. please.)

REQUIRED TEXT:
Kail, R.V. & Cavanaugh, J.C. (2nd Ed) (2000).  Human Development, A Lifespan View.  Wadsworth.

Additional Readings:  The student should acquaint his/herself with the various psychology journals of Human Development available in the library.  References from these sources for in-class participation as well as papers/presentations are strongly encouraged.
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND REQUIREMENTS:


The overall objective of this course is for the student to become familiar with the field of human development through a lifespan perspective, within a biopsychosocial framework.  Your personal objective as a student is to digest the information presented as a scholar and as a scientist.  Hopefully, you will come away from this course with an increased appreciation of developmental process of the human person over the lifespan.  This course begins with prenatal development, and covers the entire range of the lifespan – ending with the senior years.
PARTICIPATION:
Class attendance will be taken in each class.  Although not mandatory, regular class attendance can result in up to 1 point added to the final grade.  Class attendance will be considered as participation in the course.
LECTURE:

Lecture material will be taken from the assigned 
textbook and secondary sources.  You will be held responsible for all material discussed in class, and the material contained in the text and secondary sources, unless otherwise noted by the instructor.   

EXAMS:
There will be a quiz following each stage of lifespan development: prenatal; the newborn and early childhood; school-age children; adolescents; young and middle adulthood; senior adulthood; and dying and bereavement.  This equates to seven quizzes.  Each quiz will be worth 10 points.  Quizzes will be announced.  There will be no make ups.  Therefore, planning and attendance are critical.  

PROJECT/FINAL RESEARCH PAPER:


The student or group of students, is expected to produce a project/research paper within the time period of the semester.  The topic is “A day within the life of …….”  The entire life span will be covered within the scope of the class presentations.  A list will circulate the first day of class.  Students may choose and sign up for one developmental stage of the lifespan, and a date for presentation.  


The student or group of students, will spend a day or portion of a day with a chosen individual at the selected stage of the developmental lifespan.  The student(s) should observe behavior, accomplishments, frustrations, etc. encountered by the chosen individual within this developmental stage.  An interview may ensue, or some form of documentation of observations.

This presentation will be worth 30% of the final grade (30 points).  Each presentation will be no longer than 10 minutes long, contain visuals, and class interaction.  The student will hand in a one page written summary of the findings to accompany his/her presentation.
Grading Criteria for presentation:
                        15 points content





  5 points presentation style





  5 points visuals





  5 points written piece




Total:  30 possible points


OR:

The student may choose to submit a paper summarizing an article from an approved journal on a stage of the life span.  Journal and article will be approved by the instructor in advance.  This paper is due the date on the sign up sheet.  Late papers will decrease by 5 points for each late day.    

                  Grading Criteria for journal article:
20 points content 
10 points writing, grammar, &                                           references





Total :             30 possible points
FINAL GRADE COMPOSITE:

                                 Attendance/Participation:
Up to 1 point

         
   7 Quizzes:               10 points each = 70 possible points
                 Presentation or Journal article:

30 possible points

Possible Total points:

101 possible points
COURSE SCHEDULE
Jan 21 – 30
Prenatal Development


Chpts. 1 & 2

Feb 4
Quiz #1 & Presentations/papers due
Feb 4 – 13
Infancy and Early Childhood

Chpts. 3, 4, 5
Feb 18
Quiz #2 & Presentations/papers due
Feb 18 – Mar 6
School Age Children 


Chpts. 6, 7 
Mar 9 – Mar 16
Spring Break

Mar 18
Quiz #3 & Presentations/papers due
Mar 18 - 27
Adolescence & Young Adulthood

Chpts. 8, 9


Apr 1
Quiz #4 & Presentations/papers due
Apr 1 – 10
Middle Adulthood



Ch. 10,11,12

Apr 15
Quiz # 5 & Presentations/papers due
Apr 15 – 24
Late Life




Ch. 13, 14

Apr 29
Quiz #6 & Presentations/papers due


Apr 29 –May 1
Dying & Bereavement


Ch. 15  

May 6
Quiz # 7

HONOR CODE:

All provisions of the GMU Honor Code apply to this class.  Therefore, performance on the quizzes and in the final project is expected to be the student’s own work.  Proper referencing is required.  (Consult the APA guide.)
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