Social Psychology

PSYC 231

Section 002

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 1:30 – 2:20

David King Hall 2053

Instructor:  Katie Baughman

Office:  Robinson Hall B 213

Office Hours:  Monday 11:30 – 1:30 and by appointment

E-mail:  kbaughma@gmu.edu
Office phone number:  703-993-3706 ext. 4

Required text:  Social Psychology. Baron and Byrne 10th Edition.  

Course Overview:

Social Psychology is an interesting topic, and so the class should be interesting, fun, and informative at the same time.  Classes will involve lectures, discussions, and group/class activities.  In order to facilitate these lectures/discussions you will be need to be prepared for class; there are reading assignments which are generally outlined in the following course schedule.  

	Week 1
	Jan 22, 24
	Chapters 1, 2, 3

	Week 2
	Jan 27, 29, 31
	

	Week 3
	Feb 3, 5, 7
	

	Week 4
	Feb 10, 12, 14
	

	Week 5
	Feb 17, 19, 21
	Chapters 4, 5

	Week 6
	Feb 24, 26, 28
	

	Week 7
	March 3, 5, 7
	
	

	Week 8
	March 10, 12, 14
	SPRING BREAK!

	Week 9
	March 17, 19, 21
	Chapters 6, 7

	Week 10
	March 24, 26, 28
	

	Week 11
	March 31, April 2, 4 
	
	

	Week 12
	April 7, 9, 11
	Chapters 8, 9

	Week 13
	April 14, 16, 18
	

	Week 14
	April 21, 23, 25
	Chapters 10, 11

	Week 15
	April 28, 30, May 2
	

	Week 16
	May 5
	


Your Grade:  

There are 250 possible points for this semester.  Here’s how those points break down:

· Test #1  50 points  February 14
· Test #2  50 points  March 5
· Test #3  50 points  March 31

· Test #4  50 points  April 18
· Final Exam  50 points  Wednesday, May 7; 1:30 – 4:15
· Your four highest test scores will be used.

Please note:  This policy allows you to miss/bomb one test.  It is up to you.  There are absolutely no make-up tests.  So, if you know you will be absent on one test day, that’s fine – it can be the test you drop.

· Three in-class group activities:  10 points each

· These activities will involve working in groups of 4 to come up with a fun way to demonstrate (or act out) a concept we have discussed, or are preparing to discuss, in class.  These activities will typically be announced in advance … this does not mean that they will always be announced in advance.  
· Two reaction papers:  10 points each
· These reaction papers will be short (1 – 2 pages) and should be just that – your reaction.  My reaction to what?  It can be your reaction to something we have discussed in class that surprised you.  It can be your reaction to a movie or TV show you have seen in which you recognized a social psychology concept.  Or, it can be your reaction to an event in your own life in which you realized that something we have discussed in class was relevant or helpful.  
There will be opportunities for extra credit points throughout the semester.  On random days, at the beginning of class I will ask one question from the previous class lecture or the readings for that day.  If you are present and answer the question, you will receive .5 to 1 point extra credit to be added to your total.  

If you have any type of learning disability or require any type of assistance to participate in this class, please let me know immediately and we can work things out.  

Don’t cheat!  No notes or aids of any type can be used during tests.  Any student seen using notes/aids will receive a zero for that test and will be reported to the proper authorities.  

