Spring 2003 Psychology 301 Lab Syllabus

	PSYC 301 Labs
Section 203: Monday 1:30-3:20 pm

Section 204: Monday 3:30-5:20 pm

**All labs located in David King Hall 1005.
	Lab Instructor:

Zack Horn

Email: zhorn@gmu.edu
Phone: TBD

Office Hours: Mondays, 12-1pm

Robinson B 215A


Required Materials:

There are three required textbooks for Psyc 301: 
Writing for Psychology (Thaiss & Sanford);
Research Methods in Psychology, 6th Ed. (Shaughnessy, Zechmeister, & Zechmeister);
Research Methods Laboratory Manual for Psychology (Langston).

All students are required to copy or print psychological articles at their own expense as needed. 
Note: These articles are to be found in academic journals or books (e.g., Journal of Applied Psychology), and do NOT include newspapers or magazines. Any references from unaccredited websites or magazines will not be accepted.

LAB GOALS:
The main goals of the Psyc 301 lab is to develop students’ abilities in understanding, developing, and writing up psychological research. Key topics are as follows:

· To reinforce understanding of experimental design

· To learn scientific report writing in psychology using APA format

· To understand and apply statistical principles in research design 

· To facilitate understanding of the role of experimentation in the psychological sciences.

POLICIES:
Lab attendance is strongly encouraged. Labs will often contain exercises that will not be taken home and will be graded based on in-lab participation (which counts for a large amount of your final lab grade). These exercises cannot be made-up at any time. Please see the grading criteria found on the following page.

HONOR CODE:
All lab work is expected to be the result of each student’s own work. Any violation of the GMU Honor Code will result in failure of the course and the submittal of a formal report to the university.

GRADING CRITERIA:

Labs will consist of 40% of your final grade for Psyc 301.

Point Values for Each Assignment in Psychology 301 Labs

Class participation






50 points

(Includes but is not limited to the following: in-class writing, 

peer/group reviews and writing, participating in experiments, 

group assignment contributions, in-class discussions, and 

design critiques.

(No make-up of these assignments is allowed as they occur in-class.)

Written homework & Quizzes (3-5 assignments)



30-50 points

10 points per assignment

(None can be late or made up if missed)

Observation write-up (Method & Results Sections)


25 points

Survey write-up







25 points

(Method and Results Sections)

Introduction Draft (Paper 1)





30 points

Maximum is 30 points and may be less based on the quality

Discussion Draft (Paper 1)





15 points

Completed Paper 1 






100 points

Abstract Draft (Final Proposal)





10 points

Informed Consent Draft (Final Proposal)




15 points

Final Proposal







100 points

Final Proposal Presentation





25 points

_________________________________________________________________________









Total
Up to 445







Spring 2003 Semester Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Assignments 
(due the following week)

	1/27


	Review the lab syllabus, lab policies, etc.

Go over the “nuts and bolts” of research design.

Introduction to using library resources online.


	· Read CH. 1 in
Langston

· Find 5 abstracts for 
psychology articles

	2/3
	Collect psychological journal abstracts (5 per person).

Discussion of APA writing style.

Overview of descriptive research (e.g., observational research)

Talk about methods and results sections of APA papers.

Group work.

Bring all three books to lab! We’ll be using all of them.
	· Read first three
chapters in Thaiss &
Sanford

	2/10
	Talk about observational research project in detail.

In-lab writing workshop on writing the methods and results sections
of an APA paper. **This will be helpful, the paper’s due next week.
	· Complete observation
and write-up of
methods and results
sections by next week

	2/17
	Collect Methods and Results sections from observational studies.

In-lab survey.

Discussion on the use of correlational research.
	· Read Chapters 2 & 3
in Langston.

	2/24
	Return the methods and results papers.

Discuss results from last week’s in-lab survey.

Talk about correlation assignment due next week.
In-lab experiment. Complete and discuss methodology.

For one of this week’s assignments, you’re finding journal 
articles online. Two will be provided for you already, and you will
be required to come up with two articles of your own finding.
	· Read Chapters 4-6
in Langston. QUIZ
next week on reading!

· Complete correlation
assignment

· Run lit search, bring
all four articles to 
class next week

	3/3
	Methods and Results sections for correlation study due today!

In-lab workshop on writing an APA Introduction section.


	· Complete a draft of 
the Introduction.
*Read Chapters 3-4 in
Thaiss & Sanford as a
guide.

	3/10
	SPRING BREAK – enjoy your vacations!!!
	You kiddin’ me!?

	3/17
	Collect drafts of Introduction sections for first paper.

Hand back correlational studies methods and results.

In-lab workshop on writing the Discussion section of Paper 1.

Word to the wise: work on your methods and results, too!!
	· Complete a draft of the
discussion section to 
turn in next week.



	3/24
	Collect Discussion sections.

Hand back Introduction sections and discuss.


	Keep working on the 
full paper. It’s due next
week!

	3/31
	Hand Back Discussion sections and discuss.

Begin to discuss the proposals (paper 2).

Brief overview of factorial designs.

PAPER 1 DUE THIS WEEK! 

Turn it into my box by Friday at noon (late papers not accepted).
	· Find at least 5 articles
for your proposals. 
Bring them to lab next
week.

	4/7
	In-lab group discussion about proposal designs.

Write an Abstract summarizing your proposal idea. 

ALL topics must be approved by me before you get too involved!!
	· Write Abstracts if we
don’t get time to do
that in lab this week.

	4/14
	Hand back first full papers.

Discuss feedback regarding the abstracts for the proposal.

QUIZ on some of the readings and in-lab discussions.
	Keep working on proposal
papers.

	4/21
	In-lab discussion of proposals.

Workshop on writing the Informed Consent form.
	· Write an Informed
Consent form to turn
in next week.

	4/28
	Turn in Informed Consent forms.

Discuss oral presentations of proposals.

Review paper progress for the proposals.

Proposals due IN MY MAILBOX by Friday at NOON.

  I am doing this so I can have the papers graded in time for your
  finals! This deadline still gives you PLENTY of time.
	· Finish up proposals and
prepare a presentation
for next week!

	5/5
	Oral presentations today (each about 5 minutes long).


	Have a wonderful 
summer!


This total value may change depending on the actual amount of graded homeworks and quizzes assigned.








