Psychology 301 Lab

Research Methods in Psychology

Spring 2003
Sections 209 & 210
Mondays 8:30 – 10:20 AM & 10:30 AM – 12:20 PM
Instructor:  Christine Sylvest




Email:  csylves1@gmu.edu
Office:  David King 1034 B




Phone:  703-371-6028 (cell)
Office Hours:  Mondays 12:30 – 1:30 PM


TA Office:  703-993-1349

Required Materials:  Langston, W.  (2002).  Research Methods Laboratory Manual

For Psychology.  Pacific Grove, CA:  Wadsworth.  

Thaiss, C. & Sanford, J.F.  (2000).  Writing for Psychology.  Boston:  Allyn



and Bacon.

 Lab Goals:  This is a writing-intensive course designed primarily to teach you the basics of experimental design in psychology and how to write scientific reports on psychological experiments.  During this course you will write one major paper on a psychological experiment we conduct in the lab and a second major paper on an experiment you will design yourself.  The goals of this lab are as follows:  1.) to reinforce understanding of experimental design, 2.) to learn scientific report writing in psychology using APA format, 3.) to understand and apply statistical principles in research design, and 4.) to facilitate understanding of the role of experimentation in the psychological sciences.  Another important goal is to learn how to conduct online literature searches of scientific articles using PsychINFO and other online databases.

Attendance:  Attendance is strongly encouraged.  Throughout the semester there are several in-class assignments and quizzes that cannot be made up if you are absent.  Class participation is an important part of your grade, as well, and class participation points can only be earned if you are present in class.  

Policies:  All students are expected to comply with the George Mason University Honor Code as found in your Student Handbook.  Students may use books, notes, articles and other sources to prepare lab assignments, but may not collectively write papers with any other students.  This is considered plagiarism and will not be tolerated.

     Absolutely no late assignments will be accepted.  If you have to miss a class and an assignment is due that day, you must put the assignment in the lab instructor’s mailbox before the beginning of the class in which it is due.  If you are not in class on the day an in-class assignment or quiz is given, you will not receive credit for that assignment.

     There are two major papers that you will write during this course.  When you turn them in, you must give the instructor two copies of each paper.  In addition, with each paper you must turn in all the articles you used as references for the paper.

     A few policies also worth mentioning:  1) No cell phones in class.  If it rings, please turn it off.  2) No Internet surfing, e-mail checking, or AOL Instant Messaging during class time.  If you do so you will lose all 50 of your class participation points.  3)  Please do not make other appointments during class time.  Our lab may not always take up the entire time, but don’t count on it.  

     Finally, all photocopying and printing of articles for assignments in this lab is, unfortunately, at your own expense.

This lab is not a separate course but is part of the whole Research Methods in Psychology class, and the lab grade represents 40% of your grade in the class.

Point Values for Each Assignment in Psychology 301 Labs

Class participation






50 points

(Includes in-class writing, peer/group reviews and writing, 

participating in the in-class experiments, in-class discussions, 

design critiques.  No make-up possible)

Written homework & Quizzes (4 assignments)


40 points

10 points per assignment

(None can be late or made up if missed)

Observation write-up (Method & Results Sections)


25 points

Survey write-up






25 points

(Method and Results Sections)

Introduction Draft (Paper 1)





30 points

Maximum is 30 points and may be less based on the quality

Discussion Draft (Paper 1)





15 points

Completed Paper 1 






100 points

Abstract Draft (Final Proposal)




10 points

Informed Consent Draft (Final Proposal)
15 points

Final Proposal







100 points

Final Proposal Presentation





25 points

_________________________________________________________________________









Total
435 points
Important Note:  Please keep in mind that the following is a tentative syllabus and topics and assignments can be changed at any time.  Changes will be announced ahead of time in class.  Students who are absent from class are responsible for checking with the lab instructor for any changes in the schedule. 

TENTATIVE SYLLABUS

	DATE
	CLASS TOPICS
	ASSIGNMENT (due the following week)

	1/27/03
	Intro to lab. Overview of research design and APA format.  How to access online journals.
	Have all lab materials.  Bring in three scientific articles found online.  Read Ch. 1 in lab manual

	2/3/03
	Online articles due.  Importance of APA format. Overview of descriptive research methods and observational research. Discuss Methods and Results sections.  Discuss observational study ideas.
	Read Ch. 1-4 in Writing for Psychology.  Quiz on it next week.

	2/10/03
	Quiz on Ch. 1-4. Finalize group topic for observational study. Discuss procedures for observational research. In-class writing workshop on Methods and Results in APA.
	Conduct observational study and write Methods and Results sections for it using APA format.

	2/17/03
	Observational Methods and Results sections due. Discuss surveys and correlational research.
	Read Ch. 2 & 3 in lab manual.  Bring in three scientific articles found online.

	2/24/03
	Online articles due.  Return and discuss Methods and Results assignment. Discuss survey results. Perform Stroop experiment in class.
	Write Methods and Results sections for surveys. Read Ch. 4-6 in lab manual. Collect and read four articles for 1st APA paper.  Perform Stroop experiment at home.

	3/3/03
	Survey Methods and Results sections due. Analyze data from Stroop experiment. In-class writing workshop on Introduction section.
	Read Ch. 3 and 4 in Writing for Psychology.  Write a draft of the Introduction for the First Paper.

	3/10/03

	SPRING BREAK!  NO CLASS!
	

	3/17/03
	First Paper Introduction draft due. Return and discuss Methods and Results for survey study. In-class writing workshop on Discussion and Abstract sections.
	Write a draft of Discussion for the First Paper. Begin working on other parts of the paper.

	3/24/03
	First Paper Discussion draft due. Return and discuss Introduction draft. Peer review of Discussion drafts. 
	Finish writing first full paper.  DUE NEXT WEEK.

	3/31/03
	First Paper due today.  Discuss ideas for final proposals. Discuss factorial design.  Perform Lexical Decision experiment in class.
	Begin literature search for final proposal topic. Bring at least 5 articles for next week.



	4/7/03
	Articles due for final proposal.  Get TA approval for final proposal. Discuss final proposal ideas.  
	Write a draft of the Abstract on proposal topic.

	4/14/03
	Final Proposal Abstract draft due. Return and discuss first papers. 
	Study for quiz on experimental design.

	4/21/03
	Quiz on experimental design.  Discuss progress on final proposals.  Learn about informed consent.
	Write up draft of an informed consent form for final proposal. Continue working on final proposal.

	4/28/03
	Informed consent draft for Final Proposal due. Peer review of final proposals. Discuss format of class presentations.
	Finish final proposal – DUE FRIDAY, MAY 2. Prepare a class presentation.

	5/5/03
	Final Proposal due on FRIDAY, MAY 2 by NOON in my mailbox.  Class presentations.
	


Final Proposal Assignment -Psychology 301


The last/second full writing assignment project is to be an original experimental proposal or partial-replication of an experiment relevant to topics in Psychology.  The student may “propose” a project from any area of psychology.  Correlational or observational studies are acceptable but studies with at least one variable to manipulate are encouraged.

 Students are required to write a proposal using APA format.  A minimum of five references is required.  The proposals must be projects that are plausible in that the project could realistically be completed.  For example, if I wanted to test 100 amnesic patients, it would not be plausible because it would be extremely unlikely that I would have access to 100 amnesic patients. 


Since this is a proposal of research to be conducted in the future, the paper should be written as such.   Below are a few examples

a. “The present project is designed to investigate whether older adults recall more items than younger adults.”

b. “The participants will be tested in a laboratory setting.”

c.  “Participants will be presented with lists of words from……”

The proposals must include the following:

1. An Introduction section that introducers the question/problem and includes a review of the literature relevant to the topic.  The hypothesis should also be stated at the end of the introduction. 

2. A Method section that includes the design (e.g., a 2 X 2 mixed factorial), participants, materials and procedure.  All of the sections should be written in appropriate APA format.

3. A Results section should briefly describe how the data would be analyzed and what the expected result would be based on the hypothesis.  Students should not be asked to “make up” findings, but should discuss the likely direction of the outcome based on previous findings.

4. A Discussion/Conclusion section should include the following:

a.  A critique of their own design

b. What would this research contribute to the literature if the hypothesis were supported?

c. A discussion of what would be done next if the hypothesis were supported.  In other words, what would be the next step in the research or what would the researcher do next to further explore the question.

d. Additional ideas if the hypothesis were not supported could be added.

5. An Abstract should be included as well.  Students may include an expected outcome rather than a real outcome.  Again the text should be written in the future tense.  (It would be expected that older adults would recall fewer words than younger adults.)

All students must attach the measures/materials to be used (e.g., a survey or questionnaire)

Each student should write an Informed Consent to turn in with the proposal.  The process of developing an informed consent will be discussed in the labs.

When the final proposals are turned in to the lab instructor, students must include the following: 

a. A copy of all articles referenced in the report, copies of the measures, etc. mentioned above. 

b. Two copies of the final paper.  

If all of these are not included, there will be a grade reduction of 25 points.

Final Presentation

Each student is required to present the proposal to his/her classmates the last day of lab class.   It is an opportunity for students to demonstrate to their classmates what kind of research they are interested in and what they think the study would reveal.  This presentation should be considered as an informal conversation with their classmates as well as a good opportunity to “practice” speaking in front of others.  

All materials will be returned to the students at the end of the semester.  TAs will give the extra copy to Dr. Linda Chrosniak for her files.  We keep copies of all papers written in Psychology 301 to minimize plagiarism and to use in writing assessments for the university.

