Cognitive Psychology


PSYC 317-004


Wednesday 7:20-10:00 p.m.





Instructor:  	Dr. John E. Morrison	Office:	DK 2068


E-mail:  	jmorri6768@aol.com	Office Hours:	6:20-7:20 pm





Course Objective


The purpose of the course is to survey theory and empirical findings related to cognitive psychology. Specific topics include memory, language comprehension, decision making, and problem solving.





Required Reading


Ashcraft, M. H. (1998). Fundamentals of cognition. New York: Addison Wesley Longman.





Additional journal articles related to specific topics.





Classroom Activities


Lectures will focus on discussion of the theoretical and empirical foundations of cognition. Questions and comments will be encouraged throughout the term.





Assessments


Knowledge and understanding of cognitive psychology will be assessed by three equally weighted, non-cumulative tests.  Tests will consist of multiple-choice and short-answer items.  Class size permitting, tests will also include essay items.  The three tests will determine 60% of the student’s class grade (20% per test).





Ability to understand and apply cognitive theory and methods will be evaluated by a research proposal. In this proposal, not to exceed five pages in length, students will describe an experiment in human cognition to include the background necessary to understand the problem, the specific hypotheses to be tested, the methods to be used, and the proposed design and analysis of results. This assignment will account for 35% of the student’s grade.





Class participation will account for the remaining 5% of the student’s grade.





Grading Standards


Grades on all assignments will be determined according to the standard university scale:  A (90-100); B (80-89); C (70-79); D (60-69); F (below 59).  Please note that the actual grading standard will not be more stringent than the university scale, but may become less stringent in light of class performance on any assignment.





Tentative Schedule


The following schedule is highly tentative and subject to class progress through the material, weather events, and instructor obligations. Actual test dates will be confirmed two weeks prior to the event.





�Date �
�Topic�
Reading Assignment�
�
January 22�
Introduction�
Chapter 1�
�
January 29�
Perception and Pattern Recognition�
Chapter 2�
�
February 5�
Attention�
Chapter 3�
�
February 12�
Short-term, Working Memory�
Chapter 4�
�
February 19�
Episodic Long-term Memory�
Chapter 5�
�
February 26�
Test 1�
Chapters 1-5�
�
March 5�
Semantic Memory�
Chapter 6�
�
March 12�
Spring Break�
�
�
March 19�
Memory in Natural Settings�
Chapter 7�
�
March 26�
Language�
Chapter 8*�
�
April 2�
Comprehension, Written and Spoken�
Chapter 9�
�
April 9�
Test 2�
Chapters 6-9�
�
April 16�
Neurocognition�
Chapter 10�
�
April 23�
Reasoning and Decision Making�
Chapter 11�
�
April 30�
Problem Solving�
Chapter 12�
�
May 7�
Test 3�
Chapters 10-12�
�



* Research proposal due


