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 I.
Required text:

Davison, G.C., & Neale, J.M.  (2001).  Abnormal Psychology (Eighth Edition).  New York: John Wiley & Sons.

Lectures and class discussion will supplement assigned readings.

II. Recommended Website

http://osf1.gmu.edu/~owahl/ABNWEB.HTM

III.
Course objectives

The three major course objectives are: knowledge of the major categories of mental disorder in current psychiatric use; knowledge of the evolution of conceptions of abnormal behavior; and knowledge of the implications of mental disorder for everyday life particularly in terms of personal responsibility. 

IV. Examinations and grading

A. Examinations.  There will be 3 multiple choice quizzes during the semester composed of approximately 50 items selected from the text and lecture/classroom discussion. The lowest quiz grade will be dropped from the calculation of your final grade.  There are no make-up quizzes.

Each quiz will be worth approximately 25 points towards the final accounting. The final examination will be cumulative and composed of 100 multiple-choice items including some items from the earlier quizzes.  The final is worth approximately 50 points. 

B. Grading.  Grades will be assigned based on your total points for two quizzes, the final examination, and any earned extra credit. 
V. Extra Credit

Extra credit may be earned in three ways, but you may participate in no more than two of these supplementary experiences.

A.  A term paper of 10-15 pages in length in APA format that critically assesses an autobiographical memoir of mental illness. You must submit a proposal that requires my approval in which you outline how you intend to approach the problem.  This will require a minimum of one meeting with me to review your plan. You will also be asked to make a brief class presentation.  The paper is due the last day of class.  It may add as many as 8 points to your final point total.  Drafts, note cards, and copies of any materials you relied on must accompany the paper. The following are examples of acceptable books:

Beers, C. W. (1953).  A mind that found itself: An autobiography.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday.

Grandin, T.  (1995).  Thinking in pictures: And other reports from my life with autism.  New York: Doubleday.

Jamison, K. R. (1995).  An Unquiet Mind.   New York: A. A. Knopf.

.

Masson, J. M. (1996).  Lost prince: The unsolved mystery of Kaspar Hauser.  New York: The Free Press.

Schreber, D. P.  (2000).  Memoirs of My Nervous Illness.  New York: New York Review of Books.

The Wolf-Man, (1971).  The Wolf-Man: The double story of Freud’s most famous case.  New York: Basic Books.

B.  Volunteer work for a minimum of one hour per week for a minimum of ten weeks that entails direct contact with individuals suffering from a disorder(s) described in the text.  Some information on appropriate settings is available on the website described above.  You will be required to write a brief summary of your experiences that integrates your work with course materials or other materials, i.e. approximately five pages, in APA format.  The paper is due the last day of class and must have attached a brief note from your supervisor describing the activities in which you engaged.  You will also make a brief presentation to the class about the experience.  You must obtain my approval for your project no later than February 4, 2002.  Volunteer work is worth a maximum of ten points depending upon the effort expended and the quality of the paper/presentation.

C.  Research participation in the Psychology Department managed program.  Each hour of participation is worth .5 points to a maximum of 4 points.  You must submit participation receipts in order to receive credit.   

Reading Assignment/ Quiz Schedule

1/21/03
Introduction/Overview 

1/23/03
D/N 1—Historical and scientific considerations

1/28/03
D/N 18—Legal/ethical issues

2/04/03
D/N 2—Current paradigms

2/11/03
“
“
“

2/13/03
D/N 3—Classification

2/18/03
D/N 4—Clinical assessment

2/20/03

“
“
“

2/25/03
D/N 5—Research methods

2/21/02
Quiz I

2/26/02
D/N 8—Psychophysiological disorders

2/28/02
D/N 7—Somotoform and dissociative disorders


3/4/03

“
“
“



Film—Mind of a Murderer

3/6/03

“
“
“



3/11/02
Spring Break
3/13/02
Spring Break
3/18/03
D/N 6—Anxiety disorders

3/20/03
“
“
“

3/25/03
Quiz II

3/27/03
D/N 9—Eating disorders



D/N 10—Mood Disorders

4/1/03

Mood Disorders
4/3/03

D/N 11—Schizophrenia

4/8/03

Presentation—National Alliance For the Mentally Ill (NAMI)

4/10/03
D/N 12—Substance related disorders




D/N 13—Personality disorders

4/15/03
“
“
“

4/17/03
Quiz III  

4/22/03
D/N 14—Gender identity disorders



D/N 15—Childhood disorders

4/24/03
Film—George

4/29/03
D/N 16—Aging

5/1/03

D/N 17—Outcome issues



Student Presentations

VI. Final examination date as scheduled

