
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Psychology 461 

PSYCHOLOGY OF INTIMATE RELATIONSHIPS

Spring, 2003

Instructor: 
Michael R. Dudis, MA



E-mail:           mikedudis@hotmail.com

Class Time:       Tuesday, 7:20-10:00pm



Phone:            (703) 927-2792

Classroom:
Robinson B205




Office Hr:       J. Center; W: 7:30-8:30pm 
______________________________________________________________________________

REQUIRED MATERIALS:

1.
Brehm, S. S., Miller, R. S., Perlman, D., & Campbell, S. M. (2002). Intimate Relationships (Third Edition). New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.

2.
Sternberg, R. J., & Barnes, M. L. (1988). The Psychology of Love.  New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 
Objectives:

The primary goals of this course are for students to: 1) achieve a solid understanding of the various theories and components of intimate relationships, 2) acquire a working knowledge of these theories through practical application and, 3) demonstrate the ability to review and present current research in the field of intimate relationships.  In order to achieve these goals, we will be discussing theory and research in the field of intimate relationships through lectures, videos, group discussions, and group presentations.

Grading Criteria:   Grades for this course will be determined as follows:

2 Exams (Mid-term and Final)

Group Presentation

Participation/In-class Assignments
70 % (35 % per exam)

25 % 

5 %

Total
100 %

The grade distribution will adhere to the standard university distribution: A (94-100), A- (90-93), B+ (87-89), B (84-86), B- (80-83), C+ (77-79), C (70-76), D (60-69). While the final distribution will be no more stringent than that above, I reserve the right to make it less stringent— based on final grades. Keep in mind that a minimum grade of C is required to receive credit for this course.
REQUIRED EXAMS/COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:

Exams:


Both exams will be held in-class and will be essay format.  A list of essay questions will be distributed 1 week prior to the exam date for you to study.  Out of the essay questions provided, several will be chosen for you to answer the day of the exam.  In other words, I will give you the actual test questions before the exam for you to prepare your answers; however, you will not know which of the possible essay questions given will be chosen the day of the exam.  Additionally, during the exam you will not be permitted to use notes of any kind when answering the questions, so you must know your stuff!  Since you will have had time to study and prepare answers to the actual test questions ahead of time, I will expect answers of high quality that are well-written (e.g., has an introduction, body, and conclusion) and include specific detail.

Group Presentation:


You will be required to give a 20-30 minute group presentation on a topic related to the psychology of intimate relationships.  Presentations should cover some current research on the topic while including visual aids in the process.  Some ideas for visual aids include handouts, video clips, overheads, role-playing, etc… (be creative!).  You will be separate into groups of 5 and at least 3 members must present information to the class; however, all group members are expected to contribute to the presentation.  Before you begin, you are required to turn in an outline of your presentation, which should consist of a general sketch of the presentation material as well as a brief description of each group member’s contribution to the process.
In-class Assignments:  

Periodically throughout the semester, you will be asked to separate into small groups to discuss practical application questions that I will provide for you.  You will be required to answer these questions as a group and turn in your answers at the end of the allotted class time.  You will only receive credit for the group assignment if you are in class the day of the discussion.     

COURSE POLICIES:

1.
Attendance is strongly encouraged.  While attendance is not mandatory, you must attend classes in order to receive credit for in-class assignments, which will occur periodically throughout the semester, as well as for general participation.  In addition, some material covered in class will not be covered in your texts, such as information from outside sources and video presentations.  Students are responsible for all notes, changes, and assignments discussed during class!
2.
Late work will not be accepted!  If you cannot attend class to participate in any of the assignments, you must contact me 24 hours prior to the beginning of class unless you have a legitimate excuse (i.e., a medical excuse with proper documentation) that would prevent you from contacting me. 

3.
Make-up exams will only be given for substantial reasons (such as documented medical excuses).  If you cannot make an exam, you must inform me before the day of the exam to discuss whether your situation warrants taking a make-up exam.    

HONOR CODE:


Students are required to abide by the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described in the GMU catalog for all exams and assignments.   

TENTATIVE OUTLINE

Dates


Topic
Assignments (for next class)

1/21
Course Introduction/Defining “Love” & Intimacy 
Brehm: pgs. 3-34

S&B: pgs. 13-34

1/28
Evolutionary Theory
S&B: pgs. 100-117

2/4
Attachment Theory
S&B: pgs. 68-96

2/11
Attachment Theory cont./Group Work/Social-Cognitive Theory
Brehm: pgs. 95-124

S&B: pgs. 330-351

2/18
Soc.-Cog. Theory cont./Interdependency & Soc. Ex. Theory
Brehm: pgs. 157-186

2/25
Lee’s Love Styles/Triangular Theory
S&B: pgs. 38-66, 119-158

3/4
Passionate and Companionate Love/Group Work/Communication
Brehm: pgs. 125-156

S&B: pgs. 191-261

3/11
NO CLASS--- SPRING BREAK


3/18
Mid-term Exam


3/25
Attraction/Sexuality
Brehm: pgs. 67-94, 247-275

S&B: pgs. 311-329

4/1
Stress/Conflict
Brehm: pgs. 279-307, 333-366 

4/8
Relationship Loss/Loneliness 
Brehm: pgs. 369-422

4/15
Maintaining & Enhancing Relationships 
Brehm: pgs. 423-454

S&B: pgs. 293-303

4/22
Group Presentations


4/29
Group Presentations
Good luck on the final!

5/13
Final Exam---  7:30 - 10:15pm


