History & Systems in Psychology

PSYC 465 Section 003
    Spring 2003

Instructor: 

Michael Bombardier, M.A.

Phone:


(703) 919-1716
Office:


222 Thompson

Office hours:
 
Tuesdays  10:30am – 11:30am or by appointment

Email:


mbomb22@hotmail.com
Text:
A History of Modern Psychology – 3rd Edition by Thomas H. Leahey

Class Meetings:
This class will meet in room A208 of Robinson from 3:00pm to 4:15pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Course Description and Goals

The purpose of this course is to promote a more coherent view of modern psychology through an examination of the historical foundations upon which it is based.  The primary focus of the course will be on: 
1) Tracing the progression of ideas and advancements that have shaped psychology.

2) Understanding the Zeitgeist, or cultural “spirit of the times” from which these ideas emerged.

3) Examining how changes in a) theory, b) subject matter, c) methods of investigation, and d) criterion of psychological truth interact to form a constantly evolving field.   

Grades

Grades will be based on four in-class examinations (including the final exam).  The first three exams will be comprised of approximately 50 multiple-choice items (worth 2 points each).  Each student is expected to bring a scantron sheet to each of the first three exams.  The final exam is the only cumulative exam and the format of the final will differ from other exams in that it will include mostly essay items.  Your grade will be the average of the best three of the four exams.  This grading method allows you to drop your lowest exam score.  Missed exams will count as your dropped score and makeup exams/quizzes will be arranged only for substantial (and documented) reasons.  

NOTE: You may omit the final exam if you are satisfied with your average up to that point.  

Course Plan*

Class Meeting

Topic




Assignment

Week 1

1/21


Class Overview,



Chapter 1                       1/23


Introduction 

Week 2

1/28


Philosophical Foundations 


Chapter 2

1/30


Philosophical Foundations




Week 3

2/4


Structuralism and Consciousness

Chapter 3

2/6


Structuralism and Consciousness
 

Week 4

2/11


Exam Review (bring in questions)





2/13


Exam I (covering chapters 1-3)

Week 5

2/18


Freud and Psychoanalysis


Chapter 4                                                             2/20


Psychoanalytic theory after Freud

Week 6

2/25


Psychology of Adaptation


Chapter 5

2/27


Psychology of Adaptation













Week 7

3/4


A New Century




Chapter 6

3/6


A New Century

Week 8

3/11


SPRING BREAK*******************************



3/13


SPRING BREAK*******************************

Week 9



3/18


Exam Review




3/20


Exam II (covering chapters 4-6)

Chapter 7



Week 10

3/25


Behaviorism




Chapter 8

3/27   

Behaviorism




Week 11

4/1


Decline of Behaviorism

    Chapter 9-10

4/3


Rise of Cognitive Science

Week 12

4/8


Cognitive Science



Chapter 10
       4/10


Cognitive Science


Week 13

4/15


Applied Psychology


     Chapter 11

4/17


Applied and Professional Psychology

Week 14

4/22


Professional Psychology


Chapter 12

4/24


Professional Psychology

Week 15

4/29


Exam Review




Chapter 13

5/1


Exam III (covering chapters 8-12)
Final Exam

Bring a Blue Book to our normal classroom

5/13


[1:30pm-4:15pm]

*Note: Schedule and dates are subject to change.  All changes will be announced in class.
Honor Code

All students must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described by the GMU catalog.  Exam performances and all assignments must be each student’s own work, but students may use any means they prefer when learning the material.  Studying in groups is encouraged.  Taping lectures is permitted.  No written material may be used during exams.

Special Help

If you have a disability documented by the Disability Support Services Office, which requires special conditions for exams (extended time, large type, etc.), see me the first week of classes.

Attendance

Each student is responsible for all information from each class session, including dates of tests and information not included in the text.  If you miss a class, you should borrow notes from a classmate.  Much of the lecture material is NOT covered in the book so it may be beneficial to switch contact information with another class member to ensure that no material is missed. 

