
Course Goals:  Welcome! Psychology 100 is intended to provide students with an overview of the major areas in psychology.  As a survey course, we will cover many diverse areas within the field.  If there are areas the class finds particularly interesting, we may explore those in further detail.

Required Text:  Psychology: 7th Edition in Modules by David G. Myers (yellow cover)

Course Structure:  This is a predominantly lecture-based class, interspersed with class activities.

Grading:








Overall Grade
Exams (3 of 4): 


25% each
75%


A=90-100%

Research Participation:

5 credits     
10%


B=89-80%

Quizzes (8 of 10):


1% each        
  8%


C=79-70%

In-Class Participation:




  7%


D=69-60%

Extra Credit:  





  4%


F=59% and below
In-Class Exams:  There will be four exams.  Three exams and one cumulative final exam.  All exams will be in a multiple-choice format and will contain approximately 75 questions (except the final, which will contain more questions).  There will be NO MAKE-UP EXAMS, but the lowest exam grade will be dropped.  If you miss one exam for any reason, that is the exam that will be dropped.  No exceptions!

Quizzes:  There will be 10 quizzes throughout the semester.  They will occur at the beginning of each class (except exam days).  The quizzes will be short (5-12 questions) and will cover the reading assignment for that class day (see reading schedule posted on WebCT).  A portion of these questions will be included in the exams. The 2 lowest quiz grades will be dropped.  As with the exams, there are NO MAKE-UPS. If you miss a quiz for any reason (including being late for class), it will be one of the two dropped. No exceptions!

SCANTRONS:  You are required to use scantrons when taking quizzes and exams.  They may be purchased in the GMU bookstore.  Scantron forms must be filled out using a #2 pencil.  IMPORTANT NOTE: You must use a small (41/4” x 11”), green scantron, which you have filled out completely, for tests in this class. Scantrons completed in anything other than pencil, and those on which the basic information (i.e., name, student id number, exam version, etc.) is not filled in, will not be graded.  I encourage you to buy scantrons early in the semester and carry them in your bag.  

Research Participation:  Students taking Psychology 100 are required to participate in psychological research or alternate research experiences (such as attending special lectures on psychology experiments).  Opportunities for participation can be found at ‘http://www.experimtrix.com/gmu’.  You must participate in 5 hours of such experiences to receive full credit.  It is your responsibility to provide me with evidence of your participation no later than the end of class on May 3 to ensure that you get credit.  You may choose to rely on the Experimetrix on-line system, but if your research information is lost or incorrectly credited, you will not have any recourse.  I encourage you to fulfill this course requirement early in the semester.

In-Class Participation:  There will be some short in-class activities.  There will be no-makeups for these activities, so if you miss the class, you will receive a zero on the activity that day.  

Extra Credit:  You can earn extra credit though additional research participation.  If you complete one extra credit over the five credits required you would increase your grade by 2%.  Two extra hours of participation will increase your grade by 4% points total.  You will only get credit for the two additional credits over the required five credits.  Note that this will replace 4 quiz grades.
WebCT:  The course schedule, links to materials shown in class, and updates on tests and assignments can be found on WebCT.  Information about accessing WebCT can be found on the following website ’http://www.irc.gmu.edu/coursetools/webct/’.  Accessing information posted on WebCT is your responsibility and part of your participation in this class.  I expect you to access the site at least once a week.

Cancellation of class:  If a class is cancelled for inclement weather (or any other reason) on the day of an exam, plan to take the exam during the next regularly scheduled class meeting.  

What I expect from you:

Etiquette.  I want this to be an atmosphere in which everyone feels comfortable contributing to class discussions.  Do not be afraid to make mistakes and speak your mind.  If there is any discouraging behavior from other classmates, they will be dealt with in an appropriate manner.  Please keep cell phones and beepers off during class.

Attendance:  Since this is a largely lecture based class, attendance will count for some of your participation grade.  It will be recorded through your quiz taking and WebCT access.  Since each test will include material discussed in class that might not be in the textbook, you should plan to borrow notes from a friend and view the on-line lecture slides if you are unable to attend a class session.

Plagiarism, cheating or any form of academic dishonesty will result in a course grade of F, regardless of any other performance considerations.  Each student is expected to abide by the letter and spirit of the GMU Honor Code, which can be found in the University catalog or at ‘http://www.gmu.edu/facstaff/handbook/aD.html’.

What you can expect from me:  

Appointments & E-mails: Please contact me if you have any questions, need assignment clarification, or need additional help.  I am happy to work with you via email, phone, or in person during my office hours, or by appointment.

Problems in class: If you are having a problem with the materials in class, you’re suffering from illness, having problems with the assignments or test, whatever the case, COME SEE ME EARLY- I cannot help or assist you if you wait until the end of the semester.

Grade updates: So there are not any “surprises”, I feel it is important you have the opportunity to monitor your performance throughout the semester.  Periodically during the semester, I will provide a sheet with your current status in the class.
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	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Exam
	Comments

	1
	1/20/04
	NO CLASS, CLASSES START TUESDAY THIS WEEK

	2
	1/26/04
	Introduction to Psychology:

Modules 1 & 2

Neuroscience & Behavior:

Modules 3 & 4
	
	Last day to add 2/3/04

	3
	2/2/04
	Nature and Nurture of Behavior:

Modules 5 & 6

The Developing Person:

Modules 7-10
	Quiz 1
	

	4
	2/9/04
	Sensation and Perception:

Modules 11-16

States of Consciousness:

Modules 17-19
	Quiz 2
	

	5
	2/16/04
	
	Exam 1 
	Last day to drop 2/20/04

	6
	2/23/04
	Learning:

Modules 20-22

Memory: 

Modules 23-27
	Quiz 3
	

	7
	3/1/04
	Thinking, Language, and Intelligence

Modules 28-32
	Quiz 4
	

	8
	3/8/04
	NO CLASS SPRING BREAK 3/7-3/14

	9
	3/15/04
	Motivation & Work

Modules 33-36
	Quiz 5
	

	10
	3/22/04
	Emotion:

Modules 37-38

Stress and Health

Modules 39-40
	Quiz 6
	

	11
	3/29/04
	
	Exam 2
	

	12
	4/5/03
	Personality:

Modules 41-44


	Quiz 7
	

	13
	4/12/03
	Psychological Disorders:

Modules 45-49
	Quiz 8
	

	14
	4/19/03
	Therapy:

Modules 50-52


	Quiz 9
	

	15
	4/26/03
	Social Psychology:

Modules 53-55
	Quiz 10
	

	16
	5/3/04
	
	Exam 3
	Last Day of Classes

	17
	5/10/04
	FINAL EXAM (Cumulative)
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