Child Psychology PSYC 313

Spring 2004, Section 004

Tuesday7:20 – 10:00pm

Instructor: Tara Hallen


Email: thallen@gmu.edu (best way to contact me)


Phone: 703-993-1349
Office: David King Hall, Rm. 2068



Office Hours: tues 530-630 or by appointment

Tentative Course Outline

Date 




Topic



  Reading Assignment   

1/20

Introduction; History, Theory, Applications

Chapter 1

1/27

Research Strategies; Biological Foundations

Ch. 2 (optional); Chapter 3

2/3

Infancy






Chapter 4


2/10

Physical Growth




Chapter 5

2/17

EXAM 1

2/24

Cognitive Development




Chapter 6, 7


3/2

 Intelligence
                                                                  Chapter 8
3/9

No class-spring break





3/16

Language Development                                                      Chapter 9

                            Project 1 due

3/23                   Emotional Development



             Chapter 10

3/30

EXAM 2


4/6

Self & Social Understanding; Moral Development
Chapters 11, 12




4/13

Sex Differences





Chapter 13

4/20

Family






Chapter 14



Project 2 Due



4/27

Peers; Media; Schooling



Chapter 15
5/11

** FINAL EXAM ** Tuesday 7:20-10pm

Textbook:

Berk, L.E. (2003). Child Development, 6th ed. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Course Goals: This course surveys the field of child development from conception to early adolescence.  We will cover topics such as cognitive, social, and emotional development as well as the impact of context and culture on child development.  Throughout the course, we will discuss recent theories and research and their applications to the field. You are expected to attend class regularly and to complete reading assignments before class.

Exams: There will be three multiple-choice exams (100 points each). The final exam will not be a cumulative exam.  Students should make all efforts to take the exams on the scheduled date.  Arrangements may be made to take an exam early if the date conflicts with a recognized religious holiday or an official approved sports event for student-athletes.  In such cases, students must notify the instructor as soon as possible and no later than two weeks prior to the scheduled exam date.  Make-up exams for missed exams will only be given under extraordinary circumstances and at the discretion of the instructor.

Projects: Each student will do two brief projects related to course topics (35 points each).  You will have a choice of projects to choose from that will be posted on WebCT.  Examples include interviewing parents of young children or reviewing teen magazine articles.  For each project, you will turn in a 1-2 page summary of your findings.  

In-class assignments/Participation:  You are responsible for all information from each class meeting, including material that is not covered in the text.  If you miss a class, then you should borrow notes from a classmate.  In- class assignments will account for a total of 30 points.

Grades: Each exam is worth 100 points. In-class assignments/participation are worth a total of 30 points. Class projects are worth 35 points each.  Total course points = 400.  
Final grades for the course will be as follows:

A  = 372 and above (93% or more)      

A- = 360 -368 (90 - 92%) 

B+ = 348 - 356 (87 – 89%)         

B  = 332 - 344 (83 - 86%)

B- = 320-328 (80 – 82%)         

C+ = 308 - 316 (77 - 79%)

C  = 292- 304 (73 – 76%)

C- = 280- 288 (70-72%)         

D  = 240- 276 (60 – 69%)  

F  = 000 ‑ 236 (below 60%).
Extra Credit:  Extra credit points can be earned by doing one or two of the following activities.  (These points will be added to your point total).

1. You can review recent articles from a newspaper, a magazine, or the Internet that relate to child development.  The review will include a 2 to 3 paragraph description of how the article relates to course topics.  Also, attach a copy of the article and include source information.  Each article will be worth 2 points towards your point total.  Students can review up to two articles for a total of 4 possible points.  The last day to turn in these extra credit reviews is December 3, 2003.

 2. You can volunteer to be a participant in a GMU psychology research experiment. You will receive one extra-credit point for each hour of research.  A maximum of three extra-credit points can be earned this way.  The Psychology Department has a written set of guidelines for participation in research.  A copy of the guidelines is posted on the Research Subject Information Board in David King Hall or can be obtained from the Undergraduate Research Coordinator in the Psychology Department Office. 

WebCT

I have set up a WebCT page for this course so that you will have access to outlines of lecture material, announcements, and your course grades.  The web address is: http:// webct38.gmu.edu.  To log in, use your GMU email account login (do not include the ‘@gmu.edu’). If you have not used WebCT before, then your password is the last 4 digits of your GMU ID number.  Click on the course title (PSYC313_004) to enter the page. 

Honor Code: Students at GMU are expected to know, adhere to, and uphold the Honor Code.  

Special Help: If you have a disability documented by the GMU Disability Support Services Office that requires accommodation in order to complete this course, then please inform me during the first week of classes.  
