******** SYLLABUS***********

Cognitive Psychology, PSYC 317 Section 001, Spring 2004

Robinson A247, MWF 9:30-10:20 a.m.
Instructor: Dr. Anne Hillstrom

Email: ahillstr@gmu.edu, Phone:  (703) 993-1305

Office: 2059 David King Hall, Office hours: M, F: 10:30-11:30, and by appointment

Course objectives: This course surveys current theories about how humans perceive, imagine, remember, plan, reason, solve problems, choose how to act, and use language.  The emphasis will be on understanding at a behavioral level, but modeling and neuroscience approaches will be introduced and discussed to the degree that they inform about behavior. The focus of the lectures will be on theories, and on research that has tested those theories. In other words, it will focus more on science than on the application of theories.

Required Text:

Michael W. Eysenck & Mark T. Keane (2000). Cognitive Psychology: A Student’s Handbook, 4th edition. Psychology Press.

Grading: 

There will be quizzes every Monday that the class meets. (If the university closes due to weather on a Monday, the quiz will be given on Wednesday.) You will have 20 minutes to take each quiz. The final grade will be an average of the scores on the quizzes, except that the lowest score will be dropped. Some questions on quizzes will be multiple choice, but more questions will require you to write a paragraph or two. The quizzes will cover both the book and the lectures. There is no provision for taking a makeup quiz unless you BOTH miss more than one quiz and can provide documentation for a University-approved excuse for more than one missed quiz. Makeup quizzes will be given during the exam period, which is Monday, May 10, from 7:30-10:15. Grades will be assigned as follows: 90-100 A; 80-89 B; 70-79 C; 60-69 D; below 60 F.

Date to remember: The last day to drop this course is February 20. 

Honor Code

All provisions of the GMU Honor System and Code will be followed in this class. During quizzes, no books, notes, or student interaction will be permitted. The Honor Code can be found at http://www.gmu.edu/facstaff/handbook/aD.html.
Other policies:

· This course will largely consist of lectures, but discussion and questions are encouraged.

· Turn of pagers and cell phones before entering the classroom.

· On Mondays, bring paper on which to take your quizzes.

· Attendance will not be factored into your grade, but you are strongly encouraged to attend lectures.

· You may earn up to an extra 3 % on your final grade by participating in extra credit experiments. Each hour of participation is worth 1%. Opportunities for participation can be found at ‘http://www.experimetrix.com/gmu’.
· Grades on the quizzes will be posted on WebCT. When I wish to make announcements or make class notes available, I will do so through WebCT.  Information about accessing WebCT can be found on the following website ’http://www.irc.gmu.edu/coursetools/webct/’.  
· If you have a disability and require some accommodation, please let me know as soon as possible.

Schedule:
Week 1: Chapter 1

Introduction to the course; Historical basis of cognitive psychology
Week 2: Chapters 2&3

Perception

Week 3: Chapter 4

Object Recognition
Week 4: Chapter 5
Attention

Week 5: Chapter 6

Memory: Structure and Processes

Week 6: Chapters 7&8

Long-term memory & Everyday memory
Weeks 7: Chapter 9

Knowledge: Propositions & Imagery

Weeks 8: Chapter 10

Concepts & Categories
Week 9: Chapter 11


Speech Perception & Reading

Week 10: Chapter 12


Language Comprehension

Week 11: Chapter 13

Language Production

Week 12: Chapters 14 & 15

Problem Solving & Creativity
Week 13: Chapter16

Reasoning & Deduction

Week 14: Chapter 17

Judgment & Decision Making
Week 15: Chapter 18

Cognition & Emotion
