  Dr. Evans Mandes                                       Office: College Hall, C-215

Professor of Psychology, Art,                       Hrs.  M-W  2:30-4:30 and by app’t

And Visual Technology                                 703-993-8723, emandes@gmu.edu
AVT 371 001 (PSYCHOLOGY 461-010)

VISUAL PERCEPTION AND ART

SPRING, 2004

WEEK OF        TOPICS                                          SOLSO          READER

Jan 19                  The Visual World                               1         Triumph of the Image

Jan 26                   Brain and Vision                                2          Brain’s Path to Perception

Feb 2                    Figure and Form                                 3         Why Art Connects with the 

                                                                                                                 Left

Feb 9                     EXAM 1 – PAPER TOPICS DUE TODAY!

Feb 16                  Context                                                4         The Case of Anna H.

Feb 23                   Cognition                                            5          The Painter’s Eye:

                                                                                                     Real and Surreal Coexist

Mar 1                     Eye Movements and Art                    6         The Artist Does See 

                                                                                                            Differently

Mar 15                   EXAM 2

Mar 22                   Color  FIRST DRAFT DUE                       Chpt on Color by Bloomer

                                                                                                      Colorblind Artist

Mar 29                   Visual Perspective                              7,8

Apr 5                       Connections                                        9

Apr 12                    EXAM 3 – REVIEW OF FIRST DRAFT IN CLASS

Apr 19                     Psychoanalysis and Art                                Paul Klee’s Self Images

Apr 26                     Creativity and Perception                             The Looking Glass

                                 FINAL PAPERS DUE
May 3                      TAKE-HOME FINAL AND PORTFOLION ASSIGNMENTS 

                                                                       DUE

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Grading Standard: A=90-100; B=80-89;C=70-79;D=60-69; F=0-59

HONOR  POLICY

Students are expected to conform to the Honor Code of the University.  All exams must be signed supporting the student pledge, and papers must be free of all charges of plagiarism including Internet plagiarism.

Texts:  Solso, COGNITION AND THE VISUAL ARTS.  Boston, MIT Press, 1994

            Mandes, CONTEMPORARY READINGS IN ART AND PERCEPTION .

                           (available from the bookstore)

Course Objectives: To introduce art students and others to the world of visual perception, how the visual systems organizes the visual world for artists and enables them to make representations of it. Also the course attempts to provide students with the vocabulary of perception.

Free Writing Quizzes: From time to time, we will be doing some in-class free writing based upon the lecture and reading material.  These will be open-book and open-note quizzes and will occur toward the end of each lecture.  Additionally, portfolio assignments are required, and these are based upon issues raised in the text.

Research Paper: A research paper of 5-7 pages typed defending one of the perceptual truths presented in class is also required.  The paper should reflect your own research understanding of the perceptual principles being defended.  All papers are due when assigned, and late papers cost one letter grade per week late.

Rules for Writing Research Papers:

·  All papers must be typed, double-spaced and between 5-7 pgs. Long

·  Type set should be 12 pt.  This memo is written in 12 pt.

·  The paper is due on the due date.  Drafts are due on the due date

·   Papers require a title page, complete list of references, neither of which is part of the 5-7 pg. Requirement.

 Students should make the papers artistically appealing.

Technology Requirement: Students are expected to be competent in word processing skills, Internet use, compiling of bibliographic material, literature review searches, and downloading pictorial material from computers.

GRADING POLICY

Exams count ¼ of your grade.  You may take any two out of the three required exams.  If you take all 3, then the lowest grade is dropped.  There are no make-ups, and bluebooks are required.

Free writing quizzes + portfolio assignments count ¼

The research paper counts ¼

The final exams counts ¼

