PSYC-465 – HISTORY & SYSTEMS OF PSYCHOLOGY
Spring 2004





Instructor: Andi Rittman

Section 003





Office: David King 1034 H

W 7:20 – 10:00 pm.




Office Hours: Wednesdays 6pm-7pm or by appt. Room: Robinson B203




Office Phone: 993-4034

http://webct38.gmu.edu



E-mail: arittman@gmu.edu (preferred)

REQUIRED TEXT:
Viney, W. and King, D. B. (2003). A History of Psychology: Ideas and Context  (3rd Edition), Allyn and Bacon: Boston.

READINGS:    

Other readings may be assigned, as needed, during the semester.

TECHONOLGY:

Course information including powerpoint slides and presentation schedules will be available at http://webct38.gmu.edu.  Powerpoint or overhead projector will also be available for you to use during your class presentations.

COURSE GOALS AND DESCRIPTION:

This course is designed to review the history of philosophy and science leading to the formulation of psychology as a field of study.  It covers how events of the past and evolution of ideas have led to psychology as we know it today.  Through readings, lecture/discussion, and class presentations, students will gain a better understanding of psychology, including the ways that historical events outside of the discipline have contributed to major theories and trends in the field.  
COURSE SCHEDULE: **

	Topic
	Dates
	Readings
	Assignments / Quizzes

	Historical Studies, Philosophical Issues
	1/21
	Chapter 1, 2
	

	Ancient Thought, Roman Period, & Middle Ages
	1/28
	Chapter 3, 4
	

	Renaissance
	2/4
	Chapter 5
	Long Quiz 1 (chapters 1-4)



	Empiricism
	2/11
	Chapter 6
	

	Rationalism
	2/18
	Chapter 7
	

	Mechanization & Quantification
	2/25
	Chapter 8
	Long Quiz 2 (chapters 5-7)

	Naturalism & Humanitarian Reform
	3/3
	Chapter 9
	

	
	3/10
	no class – enjoy spring break !

	Psychophisics and Founding of Psychology
	3/17
	Chapter 10
	

	Structuralism
	3/24
	Chapter 11
	Long Quiz 3 (chapters 8-10)

	Functionalism, behaviorism
	3/31
	Chapter 12, 13
	

	Behaviorism
	4/7
	Chapter 13, 14
	

	Gestalt
	4/14
	Chapter 15
	Long Quiz 4 (chapters 11-14)

	Psychoanalysis
	4/21
	Chapter 16
	

	Humanistic and late 20th century
	4/28
	Chapter 17, epilogue
	

	May 5,  7:30pm-10:15pm
	Long Quiz 5 (chapters 15-17) and Final Exam/Paper Due


GRADING:

Final Exam



100 points

Long Quizzes
5, 50 points each
200 points

Short Quizzes 8, 5 points each
40 points

Presentations



40 points

Participation, Discussions, 

Other Class Activities


20 points

 

Total points possible: 


400 points

The final grade will be determined as follows:

A = 90% or above

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

Final Exam:  The final will be a cumulative take-home exam that will cover information from the textbook, lectures, discussions, and presentations.  It will be an essay format and will have a page limit.  The questions will be handed out at least 1 week before the exam date and will be due by 7:30pm on May 5.

Long Quizzes:  There will be 5 long quizzes offered during the semester, but your final grade will only reflect 4 of those—your lowest long quiz score will be dropped.  There will be NO MAKE-UP QUIZZES.  If you miss a long quiz, that one will count as your lowest score and the one that is dropped.  The quizzes will likely be multiple-choice items, but I reserve the option to include matching, true/false or short answer questions. 

Short Quizzes:  There will be 8 short quizzes during the semester.  All scores on short quizzes will be included in your final grade.  Short quizzes will cover material from the previous day’s lecture and readings from the text.  

All quizzes will take place at the beginning of each class. If you come to class after the quizzes have been collected, you will not have the opportunity to take the quiz that day.  As a result you will not receive those points, so it is to your advantage to be on time each week.

Presentations: Throughout the course of the semester, we will have presentations about various historical figures in psychology.  Presentation topics will be assigned the first day of class. Grades will be based on peer evaluations of your presentation and information you present will be include in quiz items. 

Extra credit:  Points also may be obtained by participating in psychological experiments.  Each hour of participation in research adds the equivalent of 3 points to your final point allocation.  The MAXIMUM number of participation hours is five (or 15 points).

Course Requirements and University Policies:  

Regular attendance will be necessary for you to fully understand the material in this class.  You will receive credit for your participation in in-class discussions and those absent will not be allowed to make-up for missed in-class discussions or quizzes.  It is imperative that you attend class each week and complete reading assignments in preparation for discussion.  We will begin on time, so you are expected to arrive on time.  Of course, we recognize that occasionally there may be circumstances that require you to miss class.  Things like illness, or death or illnesses in your family are understandable reasons for missing a class.  In any event, the following procedures apply:  1) The student is responsible for material covered in class if absent from a lecture session.  2) Absence from a scheduled quiz: NO make-ups will be permitted. One of your five exam grades will be dropped.  If you are absent from a long quiz, that will be the long quiz that is dropped. 3) Absence from a presentation:  Please make every effort to attend during your scheduled presentation time.  Should you be absent, you will need to present on the next day you are in class and your presentation points will be automatically lowered by 10 points. 4) Failure to meet assignment deadlines:  the instructor should be notified before the deadline to discuss the possibility of extending the deadline. Out of fairness to those students who turned in their assignments on time a letter grade will be deduced from all late assignments.  

HONOR CODE:

Students are expected to follow the GMU Honor Code.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  For more information see http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/acadpol.html#Honor
DOCUMENTED DISABILITIES:

If you have a disability documented by the Disability Resource Center, which requires special conditions for quizzes, presentations, or class participation, see me the first week of classes.
**All readings and projected dates are subject to change.  Any revisions to the syllabus will be announced in class.  It is YOUR responsibility to make note of any changes to the syllabus.
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