                                           PSYC 710:  Personality Assessment

Instructor:  Anthony W. Paolitto, Ph.D.                                                     Spring 2004

Office Hours:  

               Tuesday and Thursday, 2:00 – 4:00

               AND by appointment <apaolitt@gmu.edu> or <trueheroes@aol.com>

               (703) 591-3940 [H]     


  Teaching Assistant:  Megan McPeak, M.A.   

Course Description

Clinical evaluation of personality dynamics and behavior through the use of interviews, objective and projective techniques; administration of standard clinical tests, emphasizing their role in the larger assessment process and the context of the child.  This course is designed to increase your proficiency in evaluating students for social, emotional and behavioral issues that impact their school performance.  Legal, ethical, technical and practical standards for educational and psychological testing (APA & NASP) and general guidelines for appropriate test selection and use will also be addressed.
Contribution to Program:

This course continues the development of your skills as scientific problem solvers through conducting clinical, psychoeducational assessments with children and adolescents.  Attention continues to focus upon competencies related to identifying proper referral questions; conducting background record and history reviews, clinical interviews and observational methods.  Skills will be developed in selecting, administering and interpreting individual behavior, personality and projective measures, integrating this information with other assessment findings, and communicating the results of the assessment process in oral and written form in a manner that is relevant to other professionals, parents, and those you have evaluated.  Skillful integration of these activities is viewed as critical in enabling school psychologists to gain the best possible understanding of an individual who has been referred for assessment. 

Learning Outcomes:
Students will learn: 


ethical and legal considerations and issues in personality assessment;


the philosophy and theories underlying projective and objective testing; 


administration, scoring, and interpretation of the most commonly used projective and objective instruments; 


how to develop interpretive hypotheses from behavioral observations, interviews, and test responses;


to write integrative hypothesis-generating (clinical) child centered reports

Modes of Learning:


Class lectures and discussions; student reading assignments; analysis of and reporting on cases; in-class demonstrations of analytical techniques; class participation.

Required texts:
Reynolds, C.R., & Kamphaus, R.W. (Eds.). (2003).  Handbook of psychological & educational

     assessment of children:  Personality, behavior, and context (2nd ed.). New York: 

     Guilford Press.
Sattler, J.M. (2002).  Assessment of children:  Behavioral and clinical applications (4th ed.).
     San Diego: Author.

Teglasi, H. (2001).  Essentials of TAT and other storytelling techniques.  New York: Wiley.

 Recommended text:

Morrison, J., & Anders, T.F. (2001).  Interviewing children and adolescents: Skills and strategies

     for effective DSM-IV diagnosis. New York: Guilford Press.


                  Additional readings from handouts to be provided

It is also highly recommended you use as a refresher/reference Sattler’s Assessment of Children: Cognitive Applications, especially chapters 1, 2, 7 & 19
Course Requirements

1.  Regular class attendance and active participation in discussions and group work is mandatory and will be “assessed” (not tested) as part of your final grade.  Students are expected to come to class with all assignments and readings completed.  In addition, ethical and social responsibilities of students towards the process of assessment and the use of individual testing instruments will be strongly stressed. (20%)

2.  Readings and Reaction Papers.  As noted above, students will be expected to come to class prepared to demonstrate knowledge of the assigned reading materials by participating in class discussion.  To facilitate this process, each student will be required to submit papers giving personalized summary reactions to the assigned reading segments.  Papers are to be typed, double-spaced, and are NOT to exceed three pages.  These will be assigned approximately every three weeks (five total for the semester), depending on the particular topic being covered, and my “gauging” of the classes adherence to keeping up with the assigned readings.  The specific readings to “react to” will be assigned topically from current class discussions on the readings. Reaction papers will be due one week after they are assigned.  These will be collectively worth 20% of your final grade.

3. Assessment Assignments:  Required as follows:

i.     Rating Scales:  Administration and scoring of the following:

Subject 1) Child Behavior Checklist (CBCL):  Self-report and parent or teacher, hand scored
Subject 2) Choose one from either the BASC, Connors or Deveraux BRS (Self-report and 

                  parent/teacher).  This one may be software scored, if available.

To each subject you will also administer and score at least one follow-up rating scale for specific behaviors (e.g., Beck Depression Inventory for Youth, ADHD Rating Scale) and write an interpretation section as you would for a psychological report (format and particulars to be discussed in class).

ii.     Analysis of selected projective material (Human Figure Drawings, HTP, Sentence Completions, Storytelling [TAT, CAT, Roberts], Rorshach) 

Students will be provided with case material (projective stimuli and/or responses) for analysis.  For each case, the following will be required (obviously, for each of these categories, there is a progression in what is expected during the course of the semester): 


“Scoring” as appropriate to the assignment.  A model will be provided in class.


Clinical analysis.  The obvious goal of this course!  A progression is expected from relatively simple analysis focusing on the more obvious aspects of interpretation to a much more in-depth analysis of projective content.


Written reporting.  Initial reports will no doubt be brief and more cautious.  Your goal is to expand on your interpretive abilities, increasingly forming more hypotheses to test.


Diagnostic Considerations.  Forming a solid clinical diagnosis is more than an academic exercise.  A good diagnosis should lead to a proper and effective intervention.  For each analysis, you must relate your findings to a disorder: Use of DSM-IV will assist in reinforcing your findings, expanding your understanding, and to suggesting treatment steps.

Due Dates for these assignments will be announced (or completed) in class.  An assignment is not late if it is handed in during class.  For both “i & ii” you are required to peer check and sign off on each other’s scoring.  As I have explained, the standard for completed scored protocols is 100% accuracy, otherwise an additional test administration will be required (by the “checker” as well!).  (30 % of total grade)
iii.   Integrated Psychological Assessment Reports.  You will be responsible for recruiting and obtaining permission to assess 2 “real” subjects: one child and one adolescent. These may be one or both of the same subjects you utilized in “i” above if they meet the “real” criteria.  Or, they may be individuals you utilized last semester in Cognitive assessment to which you administered individualized cognitive and achievement measures, if said criteria apply. If you do not have cognitive/achievement information on a child you will be required to obtain a brief measure (e.g. K-BIT) on one and a full measure (e.g., CAS, DAS, K-AIT, WISC/ WAIS) to the other, along with the comprehensive and specific rating scales (as required in “i” above).
In addition, you will conduct a clinical interview with each child and their parent if appropriate and available. Each will be administered a battery including a HFD, sentence completion, and a storytelling technique or Rorshach.  (Preferably in two different testing sessions if you need to administer cognitive/achievement measures.) You will write up a partial report, including interpretations (no summary or recommendations).

After you have received and feedback on your partial reports you will complete you final products, two assessment oriented psycho-educational reports, including recommendations for intervention. For your last subject you will meet with me individually to do a case processing before you hand in your final report. Remember to include all protocols, which you should continue to always be peer checking for each other.

Due dates will be assigned in class to accommodate the variability in scheduling subjects.  Make sure to double space reports so I can write comments, even though psychological reports are normally single-spaced. Total: 30% your final grade.

 4.  Final exercise / case interpretation – 0%

There is a tremendous amount of material to cover, and without a thorough reading of the texts and careful attention to lecture material, what you get out of this course will be significantly reduced.  This will be an in class exercise during the final exam week. 

Course Outline and Required Readings:

The following “modules” (A-G) are grouped according to the major topic areas of the course.  They are grouped in the following manner to provide you with an overall structure to the course and help you keep pace with the readings, which are more substantial in some areas than others.  While the readings should be completed in the following order, the content of class lectures will vary at times in order to prepared you to begin practicing assessments earlier in the semester.  While all chapters are required reading, bolded chapter numbers should be given more emphasis.

A.  Introduction; Assessment of personality or Personality assessment? 

    (1/20 & 1/27)

B.  Professional, conceptual and measurement issues in assessing behavior 

    and personality (2/3)

      Reynolds & Kamphaus:  Chapters 1 (3-10, 13-15, 18-26) & 3 (read by 1/27)


Morrison & Anders:  Chapter 3
      - First Reaction Paper assignment on above due 2/3
REMINDER: Reaction papers to assigned readings will be due intermittently, dependent upon topics being covered in class.  Please keep this in mind as an incentive to keep pace with (or ahead of) the readings! 

C.  Classification systems (2/10)


Reynolds & Kamphaus:  Chapter 12, 14 & 23(read by 2/10)

      Sattler:  Chapter 10, 11 & 17


Morrison & Anders:  Introduction & Chapter 11
D.  Objective measures of rating behavior and emotions; Anatomy of a “test”

    (2/10, 2/17, plus labs)

      Reynolds & Kamphaus:  Chapters 17, 18, 19
      Sattler:  Chapter 6

E.  Observations and interviews, history taking (2/24, 3/2, 3/9)

Sattler:  Chapters 4, 5, 1, 2, & 3  
      Reynolds & Kamphaus:  Chapter 9, 2, 10 & 11


Morrison & Anders:  Chapters 1, 2 & 9





Spring Break 3/9         

F.  Assessment and interpretation utilizing and integrating projective     

    techniques (3/16 – 4/20)  

      Teglasi:  Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, & 8
 
Reynolds & Kamphaus:  Chapters 4 & 7 
      ...and Communicating assessment results:

      Chapter Handouts

      Note: The 3/30 class may need to be rescheduled, at a time

      convenient to students (with incentives) due to NASP conference.

G.  Projective Drawings, sentence completion and the integrative process of

    assessment (4/20 - 5/4)

      Reynolds & Kamphaus:  Chapters 6, 5 & 21



        Final Exercise:  5/4

Necessary prerequisite competencies in statistics and measurement 

Percentile ranks 

Scales of measurement

Measures of dispersion

Measures of central tendency

  including Standard deviation

Correlation coefficients and covariation

Types of reliability and validity

Pitfalls of derived scores

Standard error of measurement

Z and standard scores

Properties of the normal curve

Confidence intervals and selection of confidence levels

Sampling procedures

Basic factor analysis

