PSYCHOLOGY 300 (Section 002) – Spring 2005PRIVATE 

Psychology Statistics
Course Instructor:

Gabrielle M. Wood


Office Hours:


Mondays  2pm – 3:00 p.m.   David King Hall 1034H (it’s the door that’s straight ahead)              
                                

Phone Numbers:


703-993-1375  
Email:



gtarmy@gmu.edu

Class:
12:30 – 1:20pm MWF Krug Hall 210
Text:  
Gravetter, F. & Wallnau, L. (2004)
 Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences (6th ed ) Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.

Recommended: 
Gravetter, F. & Wallnau, L. (2004)
 Study Guide.
COURSE GOALS:


The goal of this course is for students to gain an understanding of how to apply statistics appropriately in psychological research. If you complete the assignments for this course, including reading, attending lecture and lab, and completing homework, activities, and exercises, it is expected that you will leave here with a set of competencies that will enable you to make sense of information (data) you collect from people and test theories. You will be provided with the knowledge and skills needed to use and interpret a variety of statistical results.   
COURSE FORMAT: 

This course will be mostly lecture-based, however, I will employ a variety of approaches to learning in an effort to maximize understanding. Demonstrations and activities will be used often. During lecture, you are encouraged to ask questions about the material at any time.  Lecture is most effective when you have read the material before class. PowerPoint will be used and you can download the slides from your WebCT site at least 1 week before the lecture. 
TECHNOLOGY: 

We will be using 3 forms of technology in this class: WebCT; MS Excel; and SPSS.  Please familiarize yourselves with each of these.  

WebCT: We will be using WebCT for the syllabus, notes, announcements, and grades. You are expected to check WebCT regularly as any changes or announcements will be posted there first.  Please login to WebCT during the first week of class.  

To use Web CT you will need to go to http://webct38.gmu.edu. You click on Login and it will then ask for your user name (your Mason e-mail name –go to http://www.gmu.edu//mlnavbar/finder/index.html)  and your password.
MS Excel: We will be using MS Excel in the lab, as well as for homework assignments.  It is available on most computers on campus. It is important that you familiarize yourselves with this software as their will be a limited amount of time devoted to learning basic functions during the lab.  There is a tutorial available with the program under the ‘help’ icon. 
SPSS: We will also be using SPSS in the lab, as well as in homework assignments. It is important that you familiarize yourself with this software as their will be a limited amount of time devoted to learning basic functions during the lab. There is a tutorial available with the program under the ‘help’ icon.
GRADES
LAB: You must be enrolled in the lab section to be in this course.  You are expected to attend and participate in lab just as you are in class.  Krista Langkamer will be teaching both lab sections.  The lab provides an opportunity to ask questions about the material and hands-on practice opportunities to apply the knowledge and skills gained in class.  You will be asked to complete several assignments and your performance on these and participation in lab will count as 25% of your final grade in this course.  Please refer to your lab syllabus for more details. 
EXAMS: There will be 3 exams that will include a variety of questions types.  Please bring a calculator to class that is capable of performing the calculations.  If you don’t, you will not be permitted to share one.  There will be no make-up exams, unless you had a documented, medical emergency and attempted to contact myself or the lab instructor prior to the exam if possible. 
ATTENDANCE: Come to class.  If you don’t come to class, do not complain about your exam grade.  If you miss more than 2 classes, unexcused, your final grade will drop by 5 points (that is, if you have a 90, your grade would drop to an 85). Please don’t come to me with excuses unless you have documentation.  You have 2 class periods that you can miss for personal reasons or emergencies. Attendance will be taken daily. 
Participation: You are expected to attend and contribute to both the lab and the lecture.  Please do not put your head down on your desk or anything else that will clearly indicate that you are not paying attention.  We will do exercises in class and lab to supplement the material.  You have to come to class to do them.  Please come prepared to do these exercises by reading the material ahead of time. 

Points:

Exam 1: 100 points

Exam 2: 100 points

Exam 3: 100 points

Lab Grade: 100

Total: 400 points 
	Letter
	Percentage

	A+
	97 - 100

	A
	93 – 96.9

	A-
	90 –92.9

	B+
	87 – 89.9

	B
	83 –86.9

	B-
	80 – 82.9

	C+
	77 – 79.9

	C
	73 – 76.9

	C-
	70 – 72.9

	D+
	67 – 69.9

	D
	63 – 66.9

	D-
	60 –62.9

	F
	0 – 59.9


SPRING SCHEDULE:

	DATE
	TOPICS
	ASSIGNMENTS

	1/24
	Introduction to Course
	Logon to WebCT; Read Chapter 1

	1/26
	Introduction to Stats
	Read Chapter 1

	1/28
	Introduction to Stats
	Read Chapter 1

	1/31
	Frequency Distributions and Percentiles
	Read Chapter 2

	2/2
	Frequency Distributions and Percentiles
	Read Chapter 2

	2/4
	Measures of Central Tendency

	Read Chapter 3

	2/6
	Measures of Central Tendency

	Read Chapter 3

	2/9
	Measures of Variability
	Read Chapter 4

	2/11
	Measures of Variability
	Read Chapter 4

	2/14
	Measures of Variability
	Read Chapter 4

	2/16
	Z-Scores
	Read Chapter 5

	2/18
	Z-Scores
	Read Chapter 5

	2/21
	Z-Scores
	Read Chapter 5

	2/23
	Probability
	Read Chapter 6

	2/25
	Probability
	Read Chapter 6

	2/28
	Exam 1 (lab)

Intro to Hypothesis Testing
	Includes: Chapters 1 – 6

Chapter 8

	3/2
	Intro to Hypothesis Testing
	Chapter 8

	3/4
	Intro to t-test
	Chapter 9

	3/7
	Intro to t-test
	Chapter 9

	3/9
	The t-test for 2 Ind Samples
	Chapter 10

	3/11
	The t-test for 2 Ind Samples
	Chapter 10

	SPRING BREAK

	3/21
	The t-test for 2 Rel Samples
	Chapter 11

	3/23
	The t-test for 2 Rel Samples
	Chapter 11

	3/25
	Estimation
	Chapter 12

	3/28
	Estimation
	Chapter 12

	3/30
	Estimation
	Chapter 12

	4/1
	Review
	Chapters 8 - 12  

	4/4
	Exam 2 (lab)

Intro to ANOVA
	Includes: Chapters 8 - 12  

Chapter 13

	4/6
	Intro to ANOVA
	Chapter 13

	4/8
	Intro to ANOVA
	Chapter 13

	4/11
	Repeated Measures ANOVA
	Chapter 14

	4/13
	Repeated Measures ANOVA
	Chapter 14

	4/15
	Two-factor ANOVA
	Chapter 15

	4/18
	Two-factor ANOVA
	Chapter 15

	4/20
	Correlation & Regression 
	Chapter 16

	4/22
	Correlation & Regression 
	Chapter 16

	4/25
	Correlation & Regression 
	Chapter 16

	4/27
	Chi-Square 
	Chapter 17

	4/29
	Chi-Square 
	Chapter 17

	5/2
	The Binomial Test
	Chapter 18

	5/4
	The Binomial Test
	Chapter 18

	5/6
	Course Wrap-up
	Course Wrap-up

	5/16
	Final Exam 
	10:30 a.m. - 1:15p.m. Includes: Chapters 13 – 18 


EXTRA CREDIT: A total of 5 extra credit points can be accumulated through participation in psychological research on campus or from the extra homework assignments given in lab (ask your lab instructor for more details).  If you do 1 hour of research, it is worth 1 point added to your final grade. Please login to Experimetrix for times and opportunities. 

SNOW DAYS: It is probably going to snow this year and we are probably going to miss a class or two. If it snows on an exam day, the exam will be administered on the next day that classes are in session.  Since exams are given in lab, this means that you will instead take the exam in class the next day we have it (so if it snows on Monday and classes are in session on Weds, we would have the exam in class on Weds).  If the university is opened and you do not come to class it will be considered unexcused and you will receive a 0 for any missed assignments/exam. 

HONOR CODE:

All exams must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described in the GMU catalog.  When taking exams, no books, notes, or student interaction will be allowed.  Please be sure that you are familiar with the Honor Code as described in the GMU catalog. If you cheat and get caught, you will likely be expelled. Don’t cheat…it’s just not worth it.  

Key to Passing PSYC 300: 

· Read chapters before class.
· Make a commitment to learn the material.
· Let me or your lab instructor know immediately if you don’t think you understand the material.
· Ask questions during class when you are unclear. 
· Enjoy doing the homework instead of rushing through…you’ll maintain that knowledge more.
· Come to class on time daily.
· Go to your lab on time every week.
· Logon to and use resources from WebCT. 
*Syllabus subject to change as necessary







