Sensation, Perception and Information Processing

Psychology 309-001

Spring 2005

Instructor:  Dr. William Perez 
E-mail:  wperez@gmu.edu                                        Office Hours:   6:00 – 7:00 PM Monday


Thomson Hall Room 131
Phone:   (301)-347-9118 (my number at work)
Dates
Topics
Assigned Readings
Jan 24
Introduction to Perception
G:1

Jan 31
The Visual System
G:2-3

Feb 7
The Visual System 
G:4-5

Feb 14
FIRST EXAMINATION 
Feb 21
The Visual System
G:6

Feb 28
 The Visual System
G:7

Mar 7
 The Visual System
G:8-9 A:vision

Mar 14
SPRING BREAK
Mar 21
SECOND EXAMINATION 
Mar 28
Audition
G:10

Apr 4
Pathologies of Hearing and Vision
G:16  A:hearing

Apr 11
The Cutaneous Senses
G:13  A:touch

Apr 18
THIRD EXAMINATION
Apr 25
The Chemical Senses
G:14  A:smell


 A:taste

May 2
Perceptual Development
G:15

May 9
Reading Day
May 16
FINAL EXAMINATION
Texts:
[G] Goldstein, E (2002) Sensation and Perception, 4th ed. Pacific Grove: Ca, Wadsworth.

[A] Ackerman, D(1990). A Natural History of the Senses. New York: Vintage

Exams during the term will include multiple choice and essay questions and cover the material for each section only.  Study questions in the back of each chapter provide an excellent review of the textual material and should be carefully studied.  Make up exams will not be given, however, you are only required to take two out of the three tests.  If you take all three, then the lowest mark is dropped.  The final exam will be comprehensive and will follow a format similar to that used for the exams during the term..

Grading: 
The grading for the course will include the lecture and the lab.  In the lab you will be able to earn up to 100 points.  In the lecture can earn up to 200 points.  The grades for the course will be based on the percentage of points that you earn out of the total possible of 300 points.

90-100%=A, 
80-89%=B, 
70-79%=C, 
60-69%=D, 
0-59%=F. 
The breakdown of points in the lecture are as follows:

Exams during the term 
90 points

Review Paper
35 points

Final Exam
65 points

Class Participation
10 points


Total
200 points

The Honor Policy – Students are expected to conform to the Honor Code of the University.  All exams must be signed supporting the student pledge, and papers must be free of all charges of plagiarism including Internet plagiarism.

Technology requirement: Students are expected to be competent in word processing skills, Internet use, compiling of bibliographies, literature review searches, and downloading pictorial material from computers.

Course description: This course is an introduction to how the brain receives and processes information from the environment. Course deals with sensation -- information must be received in a manner in which our nervous system can respond to it.  We will also discuss perception – how the brain interprets information and attaches meaning to it.  The study of sensation and perception is one of the earliest areas of study in Psychology.
Review paper:  One of the objectives of this course is to get you to write.  I will be providing you with details regarding a writing assignment that will entail a review of a specific topic in the area of sensation and perception.  The paper will require you to do a literature review and synthesize data and information.
Class Participation.  I will be taking roll call every class.  Also, I will expect you all to have read the assigned material before coming to class.  If you miss class without a very good excuse, you will not be getting class participation points.  

